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LOVING JESUS
Jesus says in John 14:15 "If you love me, keep my commands." (NIV) We do love Jesus and want to explore his
commands for us. So, over the summer we started discovering what those commands are beginning with
"Repent, the Kingdom of God is near" (Matthew 4:17) and "Come! Follow me" (Matthew 4:19). As we continue to explore his commands this fall, we'll be starting a new series called Triggered!

With this series, we'll be looking at the various ways our emotions are triggered such as being angered, feeling offended, becoming worried, being judgmental, etc. Each week we'll explore these triggers, our emotions,
the sin they can cause, and how to manage those emotions and avoid that sin as we look at the Commands of
Christ and the guidance of scripture.
Sep 11 - Mt 5:24 - Angered: Be reconciled and settle matters quickly
Sep 18 - Mt 5:39 - Offended: Turn the other cheek
Sep 25 - Mt 5:40 - Extorted: Hand over your coat
Oct 02 - Mt 5:41 - Exploited: Go the extra mile
Oct 09 - Missionary Guests Gary and Pauline Carlson
Oct 16 - Mt 6:25 - Worried: Do not worry about your life
Oct 23 - Mt 6:33 - Broke: Seek first the kingdom and his righteousness
Oct 30 - Mt 7:1 - Opinionated: Do not judge
We hope you can join us as we discover together how to become the people of God, the light of the World,
leading people to a better future in Christ.
You may have also noticed above that we’ll be having special guests Gary and Pauline Carlson with us on October 9. We’ve been supporting the Carlsons and their ministry in Japan for many many years. They’re now
retiring and are making final visits to all their supporting churches to share stories of how they saw God at
work through their ministry over the years. We hope you can join us that day and stay afterward for lunch for
more conversations with them.

We also have several exciting announcements to make.
1. We’re introducing
a. The “Care Chain.” This email chain will be replacing our current prayer chain. You can read more about
this in the Congregational Care section of this newsletter.
b. Communion for the homebound. We’re commissioning a team of Care Ministers to bring communion
each month to anyone who is homebound or in the hospital. You can read more about this in the Congregational Care section of this newsletter.
The Worship Director Search team is inviting Willie Grimm to be a guest worship leader for the contemporary
service on Sunday, September 11th as we explore the possibility of inviting him to be our Worship Director.
You can read about him in the next section.
As we respond to Jesus’ call to “Come, follow me” in Matthew 4:19, we can have great confidence in his vision for our church. I’m excited to see where God is leading us!
Pastor Jim

Worship Director Search
The Worship Director Search Team (Candace Bean, George Gabrielson, Deanna Murphy, and Pastor Jim) believe that God is doing something very exciting and is happy to be able to invite Willie Grimm to be a guest
worship leader for the contemporary service on Kickoff Sunday, September 11th as we explore the possibility
of inviting him to be our Worship Director. We hope you can join us that day. If you do, please share your
feedback with anyone from the search team.

Willie Grimm
Willie has been in ministry as a worship leader and church planter since 2002.
He’s been involved with music all his life and grew up loving the church. After
God called him into ministry, he went on to serve in or plant six churches. Most
recently, Willie was the worship director at Cornerstone Community Church in
Red Wing until 2021 and then the Interim Pastor at Riverwood Community
Church in Cannon Falls. He now serves full-time as the Site Coordinator at Damascus Way (a Christian Reentry Center for Men). He continues to demonstrate
a love for Jesus, a passion for reaching the lost, and great joy in leading people in
worship. He lives here in Red Wing with his wife Carmen and daughter Cora.

Volunteer & Service
"Keep on loving one another as brothers and sisters. Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing so, some people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it." Hebrews 13:1,2
Isn't this a great verse? How many angels have you served this summer? We definitely have had many volunteer opportunities to accomplish that task. Special thank you to our HELP teams and Council members and
spouses that helped out with the following events: June 29 - Church Block Party, July 18-22 Evening meals for
the Vacation Bible School Staff, July 31 - Farewell for the Bechtold, and August 21st - All Church Picnic. We
couldn't do these fun events without your help and participation! We're always looking for more volunteers
for our HELP teams. Please give me a call, email, or text me if you would like to help serve a few angels.
Denise Doden | denisdoden@gmail.com | 651.380-4381

Congregational Care
Summer is ramping down! School has started for some, our College and University students are heading back
for another year of challenge and change. New empty nesters are reeling with the quiet home and all the
glasses and dishes in the cupboard instead of on horizontal surfaces here and there, mostly there!!
(Relax, the kids are kind of like yo yos for a while - come and go, come and go! You will see them again.)
Changes always seem bigger this time of year to me. The younger generations move toward independence while the older generations move toward more dependence. Amidst the changes our Lord is unchanging
and stubborn in his love for us. We are loved and valued by the Lord of the Universe and he walks through
every change with us. We center our hearts with the spirit of Christ and we are not alone...ever!
Char Hayes, Congregational Care

Introducing the Care Chain
We’ve been talking a lot about care in the church and we know that many of you would like to be more aware
of various needs that come up in people’s lives. We also know that while some of you are on the prayer chain,
many of you are not. So we’ve decided to combine the two—Care and Prayer—and are happy to introduce
the “Care Chain.”
The Care Chain will be our primary means of sharing and communicating various needs and prayer requests
by email with those of us who want to be more aware and involved. Whereas the Prayer Chain was focused
just on prayer requests, the Care Chain will include needs for assistance, updates regarding health concerns,
meal train notices, deaths, significant changes of residence, etc., and will replace the current prayer chain.
We’ll promote it every Sunday in the bulletin and every Friday in the weekly email. Everyone will have the opportunity to join it if they so choose but members of the Church Council and Pastoral and Personnel Relations
Committee will receive it automatically. The management of this Care Chain will be shared by Pastor Jim, Char
Hayes, and Sarah Benidt-Grave.
To request prayer or care or to be added to the list of people who receive Care Chain notices, send an email
to care@redwingfirstcov.org with your name and request. Please note, before you submit a prayer or care
request, please seek permission from the person it is about. Always ask “May I put this on our Care Chain?”

CARE REQUESTS
Do you have a prayer request or a care need? Send it to the Care Chain by
emailing care@redwingfirstcov.org. Requests should only be submitted
with permission from the person who is the subject of the care/prayer. Always ask them “May I put this on our Care Chain?”
JOIN THE CARE CHAIN
The Care Chain is an email list to which we send out notices for prayer requests, needs for assistance, updates regarding health concerns, meal
trains, deaths, changes of residence, etc. The Care Chain is the primary
means of communicating these things to people within our congregation
and is always a call to action to pray or help. Anything shared on the Care
Chain may be shared with others. You can join the Care Chain by emailing
care@redwingfirstcov.org with a request to join.
(cont. on top of page 4)

Communion for the Home Bound

We’re commissioning a team of Care Ministers (Char Hayes, Bob and Susan Goetz, Tom Zenzen, and Dianne
Mehrkens) who will be bringing communion each month to anyone who is homebound or in the hospital and
makes a request to receive it. If you’d like to receive communion in your home, you can contact the church
office by calling 651-388-2385 or emailing Sarah at assistant@redwingfirstcov.org.

Student Ministries
Middle School Discovery
Sundays | 10:00-11:00 am | First Covenant Church
We are super excited to launch our Middle School Discovery group this fall on September 11th. We
have begun looking for volunteers and looking over the curriculum for the year as we prepare for this
awesome option for middle schoolers at First Covenant Church. Hunter Melton is currently serving as
interim and would be happy to answer any questions that you may have regarding this program.
Confirmation
Monthly | Students in 7th and 8th Grade | First Covenant Church
We are continuing preparation for this upcoming year's Confirmation course. More information will be coming directly to families in the coming weeks, so keep your eyes out for that. As always, we are looking forward
to having the opportunity to walk alongside students as they explore the beauty of God’s word alongside a
community of peers and loving mentors. If you are interested in receiving more information about our Confirmation program, please reach out to Hunter Melton.

Young Life
August 31st | 7:00-9:00 | 2487 Frances Ave. Red Wing, MN.
Our last major summer event is coming up soon! We will be spending some time together, playing games,
eating snacks, and having an all-around great time. Looking ahead to the fall, we will continue to hold monthly gatherings and are looking to launch a weekly club beginning around late October. In the meantime, we are
starting up weekly Bible Studies and now is a great time to join in. As always, follow us on Facebook and Instagram and join the Remind in order to stay up to date on all things Young Life. All the information is available
at redwing.younglife.org.

Library Corner
We have worked a few times in the Library these past couple of months. Doing some housecleaning and rearranging. We invite you to check us out. For those of you who are new at our church, we would love to have
you see what we have that may interest you. One whole section has been cleared to make way for the many
nice books the Alpers donated. Also we have completely eliminated the DVD's that we had, as people are not
using those anymore. Guess we are old fashioned enough, that we like to hold a book in our hands. If you
are one of those people, please check a book out at our Church Library. PS - DVD's are free, and do not have
to be returned.
The Library committee

Financial Weekly Giving

Mission Awareness of the Month - AVA Initiative & Hope Coalition
Evangelical Covenant Church - AVA Initiative: There is an epidemic affecting one out of every four women.
They suffer behind closed doors, most often concealing their pain, fearful of those on both sides of the door.
These are the victims of abuse. They are neighbors, co-workers, friends, and loved ones. Victims of abuse
come from all walks of life, and this epidemic knows no boundaries. While the secular world can offer protection and advice, it cannot provide the one thing most needed; Jesus's healing touch that brings renewal
and hope.
The Evangelical Covenant Church addresses sexual assault and its related concern, domestic violence,
through the Advocacy for Victims of Abuse (AVA) initiative. As a church we acknowledge the reality of brokenness and sin in the world as well as the power of the community to heal brokenness through Jesus
Christ. AVA informs, educates, and raises awareness in our congregations and communities by providing
resources such as an informational brochure entitled Mend the Soul, an on-line tutorial for clergy, spiritual
leaders and teachers with information needed on family violence and childhood sexual abuse, and a 4-series
Bible Study entitled Sexual Abuse Uncovered for small groups or the church community to start conversation about sexual abuse and it's prevalence and reverberating effects on our society and churches. Please
refer to the Evangelical Covenant Church website and the "Love Mercy, Do Justice" ministry platform for resources and information.
Hope Coalition: Locally, the Hope Coalition offers crisis ongoing support services to all survivors of sexual
assault (Phone: 651-388-9360; Sexual Assault Advocates hotline: 1-800-519-6960). They offer a 24-bed
emergency service for women and children under the age of 18 at their Haven of Hope domestic violence
shelter. Assistance includes basic needs, housing resources, support groups, safety planning, parental support, resources, referrals,advocacy, assistance with protection and restraining orders, and support throughout court proceedings. (Phone: 651-388-9360; Domestic Abuse Holine: 1-800-369-5214.
One way that you can help is to supply Welcome Bags for both adults and children who arrive at Haven of
Hope. These bags include: towels and wash clothes, and toiletries such as combs, brushes, liquid or bar
soap, toothbrushes and paste, shaving tools, nail clippers, and books and toys (stuffed animals) for children.

Vacation Bible School Recap
VBS 2022 brought another successful week thanks to the many volunteers who worked with both the children
and behind the scenes, who donated items, cooked meals, opened their homes and much more. This year 64
children registered, and we averaged 58 participants per day. Teens for Christ ministered not only to members of First Covenant and Cornerstone, but to visitors from 9 other congregations as well. God was present
touching the lives of the children attending. This year TFC collected an offering for the “Starish” program
which supports child literacy in Liberia. One young VBS goer went home and set up a lemonade stand to raise
money for that offering. In addition, several met with our TFC crew for one-on-one deeper conversations in
faith and 10 indicated a decision to put their faith in Christ.
We are also grateful for the Teens for Christ’s participation in community service work while they were in Red
Wing. They provided Teen VBS programs each evening from 6-9 and volunteered at both the Food Shelf & at
the Humane Society. As always, we are grateful for their wonderful program and their dedication to helping
our youth grow closer to Christ.
Lori Hart and Suzi Kline

Building & Grounds
Looking for volunteers to help remove trees on September 10 with a rain day of September 17. The four ash
trees in the church boulevard are infected with Emerald Ash Borers and need to be taken down. Contact Jeff
Hanson at 952-210-9925, or jahanson73@yahoo.com, or just show up on the 10th.

Financial Peace University
Planning for the future is hard when you’re still paying for the past! Listen—there’s a better way! Join
my Financial Peace University class, and we’ll learn how to beat debt and make a plan for the future together! Interested? Join me at First Covenant Church starting Tuesday, September 13, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. and
will be every Tuesday with the last class being November 8th. This is a 90 minute class. You can sign up
and start your 14-day free trial of Financial Peace at www.fpu.com/1154237.

GriefShare
GriefShare, a Christian based grief support group, will be starting a new session beginning Monday, Sept.
12th from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. at First Covenant Church in Red Wing. Registration is appreciated so workbooks
can be ordered. Online registration at griefshare.org (find a group) or call Suzy at 507-398-3729 for more
information.

Red Cottage Montessori
Red Cottage Montessori contacted us to use our building again this school year for their toddler program.
They start on September 6th and will be here Monday - Friday using two rooms in the Kids Wing. There is no
conflict with our current ministries and they will have some toys in the yard. We are happy to help them out
for this school year.

REMEMBERING OUR BIRTHDAY FRIENDS

1st Kevin Frazier, BJ Danielson, Pam Thom

14th David Fredrickson

2nd Ann Diercks, Brady Goudy, Elijah Medina,

15th Priscilla Eckblad
18th Gary Fryer

Craig Rutschow
3rd Brad Olson, Londyn Overlander

19th Duane Roschen, Tom Zenzen

4th Barb Chapin

20th Reggie Sikkink
23rd Sheryl Aschbrenner

5th Pam Johnson, Mike Wachholz

24th Logan Gardzinski, Deanna Murphy

7th Carey Coffey

25th Lance Chapin, Alicia Johnson

9th Chad Hanson, Jeremy Pfeifer

26th Adam Mandelkow, Alice Kleven,

10th Crystal Olson, Owen Quiboloy

Wayne Danielson

11th Candace Bean

27th Jay Van Loon

12th Donna Alms, Nancy Kramp

Prayer is a vital part of the life of our church. In order to help us focus on praying for one another,
please use our list of birthday friends in each month’s Messenger to pray for them and their families.
There will be enough names to pray for someone throughout the month.
Let’s make praying for one another a means of encouragement to us all!

BLENDED SERVICE 8:30AM

First Covenant Church
2302 Twin Bluff Road
Red Wing, MN 55066
651-388-2385
www.redwingfirstcov.org

KICK-OFF SUNDAY
is
September 11, 2022!

|

CONTEMPORARY SERVICE 10:00AM

