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Growing With our Kids
It's no secret that as our kids get older, the way we parent changes. When
they are infants, we must do absolutely everything for them because they
are incapable of changing their own diapers or feeding themselves. But when
they become toddlers, they start learning the skills needed to feed themselves, and get dressed, go to the bathroom on their own. There's still a ton
of things they don't know how to do or understand why we do it. Learning
right from wrong, safety boundaries, etc. Those are skills that they continue
to learn through middle school as they begin to do more and more on their
own.
But sometime around high school, things change. The "I know" comments
you constantly get are really their attempts to figure it out on their own
(whether they really do know or not). It's part of the process to gain their autonomy and test their abilities. And before you know it, they are graduated
and on their own for good.
As our kids learn new skills, how we parent changes from practicality to philosophically. You're no longer just simply doing things for them or telling them
what to do, at some point you switch to helping them to understand and
think for themselves.
And the same goes for our faith. Young kids believe in the faith of their parents because they trust their parents. As they get older, they start thinking
for themselves, and they need to navigate questions like who is God, does he
exist, and what purpose do I have in the world? As much as you would want
to answer this for them, essentially have to figure it out for themselves. At
some point, we as parents can only journey alongside them and this can be
hard!
So how do we do parents navigate this change in parenting faith this well to
our older kids? I encourage you to check out Kara Powell's new book
"Growing With". Powell walks through this situation and offers words of wisdom to help engage conversations of faith when kids are in the midst of figuring it out for themselves. I have put a copy of the book on display in our
library display case or you can purchase a copy on Amazon.
Mike Bechtold

I’ll Pray for Your (If I remember…)
Does this sound familiar? You’re talking to someone and they’re telling you about a hardship, struggle or
significant concern. You listen sympathetically and nod your head with empathy. Then as your friend
concludes you look them in eye, put a hand on their shoulder and say with genuine compassion, “I’ll pray
for you”. Then you move on, pick the kids up from practice, get groceries, mow the lawn, and never give
your prayer promise a second thought!
Does that make a you a bad person? No. Does that make you a liar? Ummmm, not really. Does it make
you feel terrible the next time you see that person? Probably. Yes, we’ve all been in that humble hurt
bag of promises not delivered. As a small consolation you have a lot of company in prayers promised but
not said. In fact, I recently read a devotion from author John Eldridge named “Why I Stopped Saying I’ll
Pray For You”.
Eldridge opens with this quote, “If all the prayers that were promised were actually prayed, this would
be a different world now.” Hmmm – read that one again. So how to combat this unintentional act of
oversight? Eldridge prescribes these actions:
•
•
•
•

Pray right at that very moment with the person. No matter where you are or who else is around
you, just stop and pray. Timing is everything and there’s no better time than NOW.
Start with a phrase like “Jesus we invite you into this” and then outline the situation– sickness,
guidance, direction, family issues, etc.
Don’t fall into the trap of “I’ll do it later”. That is the great strategy of the enemy because he
knows “later” may never come.
Don’t worry about feeling awkward, embarrassed, or inadequate about praying in public. Afterall,
it’s not about you (or me), it’s about God and the person you’re praying for.

In closing, as good Covenanters, prayer is the centerpiece of our worship. So, let’s be timely and sincere
in our prayer life. As Eldridge concludes, “By all means, pray when you have time and space to devote
yourself to it, time to truly seek God. But pray now too – because you don’t know that you will get to it
later”. Great advice!
I’ll be praying for you,
Cory Doden
Council Chair

Library Corner
This month will be brief. The library is dusty right now in the midst of the Sanctuary Remodel. However,
if there is a book you are specifically looking for feel free. We will be cleaning and getting back to usual
as soon as everything is completed. Sorry for the inconvenience, but we are a work in progress at this
point. Thank you everyone who uses the library, we still see this as wonderful opportunity to our church
family. Any comments or suggestions are always welcome.
Library Committee

Awana - Help Wanted
We have several leaders that have moved away in the last few years. As always we need many listeners,
but we would like to have more Co-Leaders to provide more flexibility to all of our Leaders. Please consider stepping up in one of these roles to serve the Lord! We will provide training and you will be working alongside another person.
T & T (3rd-5th grade) Co- Leader
• Commander Co-Leader
• Wednesday Suppers- Cooks, Servers, and Gym Cleaners
• Awana Secretary for Cubbies and Sparks
• Awana Listeners - See below
We need Caring Christian Adults and/or High School students to share Wednesday nights with children
by listening to them say bible scripture, play games, and mentor.
•

Qualifications include: 1.) To know Christ as your personal Savior. 2.) Ability to listen to children. 3.)
Ability to initial and sign each section of the handbook they pass.
We have 3 groups- Preschool (Cubbies), Kind- 2nd grade (Sparks), and 3rd- 5th grade (T&T). We usually
have each listener stay with one group each night. This year we may have some designated "Dual Listeners" for both Sparks and T&T. Our training dates are listed under Awana Upcoming Dates to Remember.
We will have a strongly recommended local training at First Covenant for new and old leaders.
We realize that you may not be able to attend all Wednesday nights throughout the year, but we hope
that you could attend most of them, to be consistent with the same group of 2-4 kids. You have the opportunity to spend 30 minutes, 1 hour, or 1 1/2 hours each evening. If you can commit to 1 hour a week,
that would total 23 hours of children's ministry for the whole year.
Another idea is to share the year with a friend to be a listener. If you can split the year with someone,
that would only be around 11 hours!
We pray that you will consider this opportunity to be a witness to a child!
We thank God for these kids, our many Awana workers, and for His love that we can share with others in
his name, Christ Jesus. Please talk to Jim with any questions or email jblarson1@charter.net

Awana - Upcoming Dates to Remember
September 18th - Wednesday - 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. First Covenant Leader/Listener meeting in the Sanctuary. We will also break out into each group of
T&T, Sparks and Cubbie Leaders/Listeners. All new and experienced leaders are
encouraged to attend this meeting.
September 25th - Wednesday - 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Awana Early Registration/Carnival Night—We will
have games for all the kids, while the parents register their kids. The kids will be able to see where their
rooms will be and have some fun at the carnival! If you are able to help on this night, let us know.
October 2nd - Wednesday - 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. - First Night of Awana at First Covenant.

Adult Discovery Hour - September 15
Follow, follow, I would follow Jesus.
Anywhere everywhere I would follow Him.
Follow, follow I would follow Jesus,
Anywhere He leads me I will follow Him.
I sang that song in Sunday School, in VBS, and at Bible camp as a child. When I was in high school I began to explore what that might mean in everyday life. In college I began making choices about how to
actually live that out. I continue to ask myself “What does it mean to follow Jesus?” looking to scripture
for instruction and relying on the Holy Spirit for guidance.
This year in the general Discovery hour class, ‘Following Jesus’ will be our big theme. Each different class
this year will seek to help us better Follow Jesus.
On September 15th we will begin a three-week series of conversations with special guests. Some of these
guests will be familiar to you, others not. Each one will be engaging the question of what it has meant
for them to Follow Jesus. You will be invited to share in the conversation. Watch the weekly email and
bulletin for the name of the next week’s guest starting on September 8th.
On September 15th there will be a Women’s Discovery Hour class entitled 40 Verses to Ignite Your Faith;
Surprising Insights from Unexpected Passages. This video series is by Laurie Polich Short and will be led
by Rebecca Beaulieu.
The Man Camp class will begin later in September. Watch the weekly email and bulletin for the details
on the special men’s opportunity.

Roger Johnson
Christian Formation

Time for some “R & R”? LBBC Women’s Retreat
The Women's Retreat at Lake Beauty Bible Camp might be just what you need! Friday afternoon, September 20 through Sunday brunch, September 22nd at Lake Beauty, the Covenant Bible Camp up near
Long Prairie and Little Falls MN. Your kids might have gone to camp there.....now it's Your turn!
Good food, interesting workshops, all kinds of activities to enjoy during the free time--horse trail rides to
skeet shooting, hot tub to upper body massage--you will be pampered and well cared for!

The speaker this year is Jill May, lifestyle empowerment coach, past participant in the NBC competition
reality show STRONG, wife to Dan and mother to four children. She has journeyed alongside her husband in pastoral ministry for the last ten years where she has led woman's Bible studies, taught Sunday
School, and coordinated and led various ministry teams.
To learn more about Jill, visit www.jillsmay.com
Join the Silent Auction fun, beginning Friday afternoon and running through Saturday evening. Bring
along a creative themed gift basket (chocolate, family fun, pamper yourself, etc) canned goods, handcrafted, or new items. Silent Auction proceeds help us continue the redecorating of camp rooms and
buildings.
For complete details go the http://lbbc.com/womens-retreat.html

Women’s Studies Starting Up This September
Starting Sunday, September 15th The Women's Discovery Hour will be starting a study called 40 Verses
to Ignite Your Faith; Surprising Insights from Unexpected Passages by Laurie Polich Short. Please join us
at 9:45am as we deepen our faith and build friendships.
Starting Tuesday, September 17th at 9:30am The Tuesday Women's Bible Study will be starting Overcomer by Dr. David Jeremiah. This study is based on Ephesians 6: The Armor of God. Join a great group
of women as we build relationships and learn to overcome life's everyday challenges with the power of
God. If you have any questions please contact Rebecca Beaulieu at rebeccabeaulieu6@gmail.com or
651-301-1997 . If you are planning to join us and would like to order the study materials please let me
know by September 9th.

Volunteer and Service News
In order to continue to be a church that fulfills the mission of connecting to God, connecting to one another, and connecting to the world, we need to understand what each of us has to offer. It is so easy to
only think about we don't do well, or how we may not be the right person for the need that presents itself, but this frequently deprives us of an opportunity to grow and develop as individuals and in our
church community. I know that we all pass through seasons of life that are more demanding of our time
and our resources - there are times where we just can't be available in ways that others need. Even in
those busy seasons, there are so many small ways that we can still open ourselves up to service. It can
be as small as helping cook a meal or set up tables for one of our church events, or assist with comforting those who have lost a loved one by helping with the background assistance required for funerals.
Each of us is a member of a team that helps in these areas, and I am hoping that if you haven't had an
opportunity to join us in supporting the work of our church, that you would reach out to me and I can
put you in touch with your Help Team leaders. We will also be providing the team lists to church members in your mailboxes as we move into yet another busy fall and winter of programming. We are the
ones who build the church through our love and giving - I look forward to working with all of you as we
move forward!
Rob Keehn
Volunteers and Service Committee

Together for Life—First Choice
We the people of God, are called to do all in our power to love
families, elevate marriage, help men and women in crisis, and
save innocent babies.
Please consider attending First Choice Clinics Annual Fundraising
banquet. You will learn more about the life saving work of this
local ministry and be encouraged by Rob Rienow of Visionary Family Ministries! There is NO COST to
attend, but reservations are required and you are encouraged to do so soon, as seating is limited. Please
visit their website www.firstchoiceclinicrw.com or call 651.267.4357 for more information.

Building and Grounds Update
As I’m sure you’ve heard by now, we have issues – water issues, that is – in our building. Water that is
supposed to stay outside the building is coming inside. I want to update you on the specifics and what
we are doing in response.
In heavy rains, we have had water enter the gym under the wall near to the main doors, and by the exit
doors on the far end. In the fall of 2017, rain gutters were installed on the garden side of the gym in an
attempt to channel rain away from the building. The contractor made a few mistakes, and the gutters
did not survive the heavy snow of last winter.
In January, it was brought to my attention that we have mold in the gym closet that stores our tables
and chairs and in the janitor closet. Also, water coming off the gym roof also has ruined at least three
exterior light fixtures. During a snow melt in February, I walked around the building and found
that there are at least five places in the gym where water is entering. One of the major causes is ineffective grading. The grade in the garden area out to the edge of the property is sloped but not sufficiently
to move the water from both the flat roof of the old building and the gym roof out and away. The grading between the sanctuary and the road is sending water into the parking lot causing its own set of issues. In February, it resulted in a river right through the parking lot between the handicapped parking
spots and the building which then subsequently refroze into a sheet of ice.
We have corrective actions happening, so let’s start from the top down. The company that installed
gutters on then gym over the garden area in 2017 admitted they were not installed correctly so they
were willing to discount the replacement of the gutters. They were suggesting reinstalling small residential style gutters. The problem was they were unable to come to a satisfactory answer as to how to install gutters to keep them there. We are working on quotes of commercial gutters that are correct for
the building.
The mold issues were looked at by a heating company and it was determined that when the duct work
was installed it wasn’t done correctly; we are missing flashing material to keep water out. The ductwork
will have the flashing installed. The mold was determined to be surface mold on the drywall around the
heating and cooling duct work where it enters the building. We will clean and paint those areas once the
correction to the duct work is done.
The grading around the building is mostly being hired out. The area between the sanctuary and road will
be lowered to provide a constant slope in order to move water off the driveway. The garden is getting
underground drainage tiling to move water from the garden area off the property. We have decided to
do the grading work behind the gym ourselves to save money. There are no underground wires or pipes,
and the area is relatively small. So, I will be looking for volunteers to help with that in September.
All this work is obviously not free. Thus, the sanctuary remodel budget has been constantly reviewed
and modified. In July, the Council approved a portion of the remodel funds to cover the repairs. Some
other building repairs inside the remodel budget were deferred to cover the cost.
Thanks for all your concerns, support, and prayers during this process. If you have any further questions,
feel free to contact me or our church chair Cory Doden.
Tim Schmidt
Building & Grounds Chair

Creative Giving
Want to minimize the impact your IRA required minimum distribution (RMD) has on your taxable income? Consider a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD). A QCD allows individual taxpayers older than
70½ years to donate to eligible charities and ministries tax-free. If you are required to take a required
minimum distribution, the QCD provision passed by Congress in 2015 and signed into law by President
Obama gives you the opportunity to meet your RMD requirement while minimizing the effect on your
taxable income, since the money goes directly to the charity and is not considered taxable income. It also helps the charity reach their goal, too!
See your personal tax advisor to get started, or contact your local financial services representatives from
Covenant Trust Company:

Erik Carlson, CFP®

847-583-3280

ewcarlson@covenanttrust.com

Steve Allison, ChFC

847-583-3264

srallison@covenanttrust.com

At First Covenant Church, we have a growing number of members using their RMD’s as a way to give to
our church tax-free. For a brochure with more info, contact me and I will get a brochure to you.
Kathy Johnson,
Financial Secretary

Financial Update Graph through August 2019

Mission of the Month—Samaritan’s Purse
The story of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:30-37) gives a clear picture of God's desire to help those in
need wherever we find them. Since 1970, Samaritans Purse has done their utmost to follow Christ's
command to "Go and do thou likewise" by going to the aid of victims of war, poverty, natural disasters,
disease and famine, and sharing God's love through His son, Jesus Christ.
One of Samaritans Purse's projects with which our church has been involved is "Operation Christmas
Child." This mission project uses gift-filled shoeboxes to demonstrate God's love in a tangible way to children in need in more than 100 countries. Instructions on the dimensions of the boxes and lists of suggested items to fill them will be available in the month of September. Please continue to read more on
Operation Christmas Child written by Judy Wachholz.
This is how it all started; In 1990, Dave Cook, father of four, from Wrexhan North Wales, sees the horrors
of abandoned children in a Romanian orphanage on TV news and askes friends to help fill a truck with
toys and drives it to Romania. There was an over whelming response from local people. December 12,
1990, a convoy of vehicles including trucks donated by local companies leave for Romania with 17 volunteers. Among the aid on the convoy were the first gift filled shoeboxes. On the return the volunteers
vowed to continue the work. In 1995 OCC merges with Samaritans Purse.
Since 1993 OCC, the world’s largest Christmas project of its kind, has collected and delivered more than
157 million shoebox gifts to children in more than 160 countries and territories. Many of you have and
continue to participate in this project, your help is greatly appreciated, you have blessed many children
with gifts and the love of Jesus through the "The Greatest Journey", a booklet that is taught to each child
in their own language with the donation for shipping the boxes. Of the $9 donation $6 buys the booklet.
First Covenant sent 230 some boxes (of this number the AWANA kids packed 150 boxes) last year, let’s
try for over 300 this year!! Your family can pack shoeboxes at home and bring them to church by November 10th, 2019. Some items still needed for the AWANA shoebox packing are: 70 big bars of soap, 75
-24 pack boxes of crayons, 90 pencil sharpeners, 150 small flashlights (Walmart has these with batteries
for $1 each) 70 toothbrushes, 100 t-shirts (sizes 8-16 boys and girls). Put donations in the donation closet, again thank-you so much for supporting this worthwhile project. God bless you for your kindness!!
See Judy Wachholz for more information.
Jan Aukema and Judy Wachholz

MOPS & MOMSnext
MOPS & MOMSnext begin a new year on September 11! All moms are invited to join us for breakfast,
relevant topics, mom conversation, prayer, and more. We meet from 9-11 and have a children's program for kids not yet in school. To learn more, drop in the open house on Sept. 4, contact Rose Gerdes
at 507-421-1807 or email at redwingmops@gmail.com.
MOMSnext is a small group of moms of school agers who meet for a simple meal, relevant topics, discussion, and prayer. We meet 2 Tuesday nights a month starting Sept. 17.

Covenant Trust—Risk Tolerance
Investing would be a lot simpler if risk and return were inversely related. There definitely would be a lot
less mystery to it all if there were plenty of low risk, high return options to choose from. However, we
must usually assume more risk with our investments in order to have the potential for a greater return.
High quality bonds generally carry less market risk than stocks -- but they usually offer a lower return.
Stocks, on the other hand, tend to carry more market risk than bonds. That higher risk may create the
potential for a higher return.
The potential for a great return can be alluring, but you can’t simply ignore the risk involved. Just the opposite is true. Not only should you be aware of the risk involved with your investments, you should also
know how much risk you are comfortable assuming. This is called your risk tolerance. And it is different
for everyone.
When determining your risk tolerance, consider these questions:
How soon will you need to cash in your investments?
How will a loss on your investment affect the rest of your finances?
If your investment loses money, can you afford to stick with the investment and wait for it to recover?
If you determine that your risk tolerance is very low, it doesn’t mean you should avoid risk or shun investing altogether; not investing can be risky, too! Whether your tolerance is high, low, or somewhere
in-between, you need an investment plan that properly reflects the level of risk you’re willing to take on.
Additionally, remember that your risk tolerance can change over time or as your financial situation
changes. As such, it’s a good idea to regularly assess your risk tolerance.

We can help
Steve Allison

Erik Carlson

Karlene Crabtree

Financial Services Rep

Financial Services Rep

Client Services Rep

* 847-583-3264

* 847-583-3280

* 847-583-3277

srallison@covenanttrust.com

ewcarlson@covenanttrust.com

kmcrabtree@covenanttrust.com

Remembering Our Birthday Friends with Prayer
1st

Kevin Frazier, BJ Danielson

14th

David Fredrickson

2nd

Ann Diercks, Brady Goudy, Eden Anderson
Craig Rutschow

15th

Priscilla Eckblad

18th

Gary Fryer

3rd

Brad Olson, Londyn Overlander, Brian Lange

19th

Duane Roschen, Tom Zenzen

4th

Barb Chapin

20th

Reggie Sikkink

5th

Pam Johnson, Mike Wachholz, Paul Gronvall

23rd

Sheryl Aschbrenner

7th

Carey Coffey, Jonah Deppe

24th

Logan Gardzinski, Sam Diercks

9th

Chad Hanson, Jean Baringer

25th

Lance Chapin

10th

Crystal Olson, Owen Quiboloy

26th

Adam Mandelkow, Alice Kleven,
Wayne Danielson

11th

Mary Lockwood, Candace Bean

27th

Jay Van Loon

12th

Donna Alms, Nancy Kramp

29th

Amber Snyder

Prayer is a vital part of the life of our church. In order to help us focus on praying for one another,
please use our list of birthday friends in each month’s Messenger to pray for them and their families.
There will be enough names to pray for someone throughout the month. Let’s make praying for one
another a means of encouragement to us all!

First Covenant Church
2302 Twin Bluff Road
Red Wing, MN 55066
651-388-2385
www.redwingfirstcov.org

