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WELCOMING NEW PEOPLE
“There are so many new people!” “I was looking around at the faces in the room during worship and I didn’t
recognize half of them!” “Who is that? I haven’t met them yet?”
These are all statements that I’ve heard more than once and will probably continue to hear as we grow. Sadly,
a small number of families have decided to move or even attend other churches and there have been a number of other families that haven’t really rejoined us since the pandemic hit back in March 2020. But God has
brought us many more new families for us to welcome and fully embrace as part of our church family. He is
calling us to build and enjoy new relationships with people who are excited to become part of this church.
These new people really like us and are longing to build friendships and get involved. So while we may grieve
the departure or loss of a few friends, let’s welcome and embrace all these new friends!
Other phrases I hear are, “Oh, I just feel so bad having to ask their name again.” “I’m not very good at striking
up a conversation with people I don’t know.”
You may feel this way or have even said these things yourself. You’re not alone! It’s okay to ask for people’s
names two, three, even five or six times. The reality is that they probably don’t remember your name either.
This is where setting aside your own dignity and embracing humility for the sake of the Kingdom outweighs
our personal comfort. Again, we all are experiencing the same thing old and new people alike!
So here are a few tips and things to say.
1. Acknowledge that learning names takes time.
2. Reintroduce yourself every time you interact with them until it seems like they can say your name
without asking.
3. Ask them their name every time until you can say their name without asking.
a. It might be helpful it down.
b. Note something memorable about them to associate with their name.
c. Repeat it to yourself and say it out loud a couple of times during your conversation.
d. Examples: “Hi there. I don’t think we’ve met. [or “Have we met?”] My name is ___.” “I’m sorry, I’m
having a hard time remembering if we’ve met already. I’m ___. Could you remind what you name is.
“Hi again. If you don’t remember, my name is ___. I really enjoyed talking with you last time we met
but could you remind me what your name is?” “Oh hi again. It takes me a few times for someone’s
name to really sink in. Could you remind me what your name is? By the way, I’m ____ and this is my
husband/wife/son/daughter ____.”

4. Ask questions to get to know where they’re coming F.R.O.M.
a. Family - Ask about who is with them, do they have family nearby, etc.
b. Religion - Ask if they were part of a church before coming to FCC, what it was like for them
to leave there, if they were involved with anything there, and so on.
(cont. on top of page 2)

c. Occupation - Ask if they work and if so what they do. If they have kids, ask what grade
they’re in and what activities or sports they like to be in.
d. Move - Ask if they live in Red Wing, how long they’ve been here, where they moved from,
and so on.
5.Introduce them to other people in the church, help them make other connections in the church. I
6.Invite them to join you for lunch, for a bible study or life group, or a fun outing.
Let’s all work together to welcome everyone who is new and help them feel at home with us!
Pastor Jim

MISSION FOCUS: OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
Operation Christmas Child is a project of Samaritan's Purse, and its mission is to collect
shoebox gifts filled with fun toys, school supplies and hygiene items to children in need
around the world to demonstrate God's love in a tangible way. For many of these children, the gift-filled shoebox is the first gift they have ever received.
Since 1993, Operation Christmas Child has collected and delivered more than 198 million shoebox gifts to
children in more than 170 countries and territories. This year, the project elects to collect its 200 millionth
gift-filled shoebox!
Our church will be participating in this project. We are asking families to consider taking a box (or several
boxes) home to fill. Suggested gift items will be provided to each family. The boxes will be available on Sunday, October 2nd, and will need to be filled and returned by Sunday, November 13th. A suggested $10 donation for mailing a shoe box to would be greatly appreciated. If you have any questions, please speak with Jan
Aukema (ph.# 612-516-1251).

NORTHWEST CONFERENCE WOMEN MINISTRIES COHORTS
Women are you looking for a new study group? You can join at no cost and attend online from the comfort
of your own home! Women Ministries of the Northwest Conference is launching 2 new online cohorts using
Zoom this fall.
Choose from: - Captivating - Unveiling the Mystery of a Woman's Soul by John & Stasi Eldredge" led by Kristi
Lindstrom on Monday nights at 7 pm starting September 26th for eight weeks.
and - Leading Your Women's Ministry led by Rachel Kleinschmidt & Sheryl Schanil on Wednesday nights at
7 pm starting October 5th for seven weeks.
Register for your cohort at:
www.cognitoforms.com/WomenMinistriesOfTheNorthwestConference/Fall2022WomenMinistriesCohorts

FIRST CHOICE CLINIC FALL FUNDRAISING BANQUET
Faithful God...Faithful People
Thursday, October 13, 2022
Cornerstone Community Church
12:00 p.m. lunch | 6:30 p.m. dinner
First Choice Clinic's Fall Fundraising Banquet is coming up soon on October 13th at Cornerstone Community
Church in Red Wing, with both a 12:00pm option and a 6:30pm option to attend. The meal will a roast beef
dinner catered by Liberty’s.
Guest Speaker:

Emily Albrecht
Speaker/Writer/Coach
Equal Rights Institute
Emily is Director of Education & Outreach at Equal Rights Institute. She is a former
Co-President of Oles for Life at St. Olaf College, where she worked to transform campus
culture using ERI’s apologetics to foster respectful and productive dialogues about abortion.
“The future of our movement lies with our youth...It is pro-life students who can foster
a culture of dialogue, respect, understanding, and intellectual consistency in academia.”
Register at https://firstchoiceclinic.org/events/or call 651.267.4357.

FROM THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY
Giving is currently up about 4% compared to 2021 and up about 1% from 2020. However, giving is still 11.2%
below the budget that was adopted.

REMEMBERING OUR BIRTHDAY FRIENDS

1st Duane Gabrielson

17th Matthew Mehrkens, Obie Keehn

2nd Jordan Nelson

20th Angela Hu, Reggie Sikkink

5th Maurice Alms

25th Alyssa Malyon

9th Barb Tesdall

26th Jan Aukema, Mark Walter

12th Ruth Goudy

29th Debbie Olson, John Alpers

15th Jim Maybach

30th Shannon Hanson, Natalie Murphy

16th Bob Goetz, Tammy Allen

Prayer is a vital part of the life of our church. In order to help us focus on praying for one another,
please use our list of birthday friends in each month’s Messenger to pray for them and their families.
There will be enough names to pray for someone throughout the month.
Let’s make praying for one another a means of encouragement to us all!
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