
God has good things in store for us ahead!  

We’re launching new ministries this month including Nursery for our littlest ones, 
Kids Discovery on Sunday mornings at 10:00am for kids in preschool through 6th 
grade, our afterschool program Fusion on Tuesdays and our new Young Life pro-
gram on Thursdays for students in 7th-12th grades, and a new Men’s Group Sun-
day mornings at 8:45am. We have three Women’s Groups meeting during the 
week, several Life Groups resuming their gatherings, and we’re seeing additional 
interest in forming another Life Group. 

Attendance is beginning to pick up again, as well, particularly at the 10:00 Contem-
porary service. And we’ve had 12 new people make FCC their new church home in 
the last two months alone! We have new systems in place to welcome 
guests and help them get more connected into the church through personal 
contacts, Meet the Pastors, and Explore. We’re piloting a new process and 
resource for beginning discipleship conversations called Starting Point so we 
can follow up well with seekers and new believers.  

Help Teams are in place again, engaging people across the church to serve on sev-
eral teams to support future ministry events with hospitality. We’ve added eight 
volunteers to the Kids Discovery team and seven volunteers to the Nursery team, 
several volunteers to serve Fusion, and eight volunteers to serve Young Life. Our 
Sunday teams are fully staffed with volunteers and are scheduled out in advance 
again (except for music and tech—we could use more people here). And we’ll be 
hosting a recruitment event twice each year called Team Up Sunday as an on ramp 
our ministries to find new volunteers. The first one us November 21st. 

Preaching through the year will continue to be very similar to the last month as we 
connect with people’s hearts to bring hope, healing, and helpful growth in their 
daily lives.  And through the year ahead, we’ll continue to add more studies and 
special events as the opportunities arise. 

We’re also beginning to plan for our 150th Anniversary in 2024 … and …  
We have a very big announcement that we’ll be making in church on Sunday! 
So make sure you join us onsite or online. The 10:00 Contemporary service will be 
led by guest Worship Leader Nicholas Jackson. You won’t want to miss this Sunday! 

The pandemic has definitely had a significant impact on us as a church and we’re 
all still coming to terms with how to live with its risks. Furthermore, a pastoral 
transition is always a bit complicated for a church to navigate. But I believe God 
has great things in store for us ahead.  

And, WE ARE READY! 

So spread the word. Invite your friends. Come out and join us. Wear a mask if you 
want.  

Pray up, Show up, Group up, Team up, and Give UP! 

For God is good and has great things in store for us and for you. 
 

With great anticipation, 
Pastor Jim 

Good Things Ahead 
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Spiritual Friendships 
Monday nights are one of my favorite days of the week. A 
few times a month we gather together with our life group 
for a wonderful evening filled with friendships, food, and 
study. Everyone is asked to bring a dish to pass and we eat 
dinner together at the start of our time. Afterwards, we all 
grab our bibles and dig into God’s word together. But what 
I believe makes our group truly great is that we include all 
ages in our group. So when we gather together, we are 
intentional to include our two young girls and the several 
teenagers in our gathering. Sitting in this intergenerational 
gathering has been so life giving as we all care for and chal-
lenge one another to live out God’s word. This group truly 
has become a second family to us! 
 

Relationships like this matter for us who claim to be followers of Jesus. In fact, Hebrews 10 actually tells us to 
commit to building these kinds of relationships. The author begins in verse 19 that because of who Jesus is 
and what he has done for us, we should pursue three things… 
“Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings...” (v22). One of 
the best questions we can ask one another is, “How goes your walk?” This age-old question of faith invites us 
to share with one another how our personal relationship with Christ is going. Like all relationships, our con-
nection with Christ is one that we foster through prayer, personal study, and obedient living. Having others 
who are constantly checking in on us can be a great way to find encouragement and realignment of continu-
ally drawing near to God.  
 

“Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful” (v23). Too often we can 
put our hope in so many things of this world, whether it be specific people, events, policies, etc. But the 
Psalms continually point out that our hope is found in the Lord and that we can depend on Him to be faithful 
to keep his promises. This invites us to pay attention to what God is doing around us. Gathering with people 
who are also looking for where God is at work helps us keep our trust rooted in the Lord. 
 

“Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting to-
gether, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another” (v24-25). This one can’t get more 
direct on what we are called to do. The idea of spurring one another is more than just encouragement. But it 
holds the weight of challenging or wrestling with one another. In this context, we are wrestling with one an-
other to live our faith with love and good deeds.  
 

And then there’s that statement, “Don’t give up meeting together.” We need other faithful followers of Je-
sus in our lives regularly if we are to grow in our faith. This is how God designed us, and how He built His 
Church! And so my question for you is: who are you regularly surrounding yourself with that is encouraging 
you in your faith? Who are the people in your life that are spurring you on toward love and good deeds?  
At First Covenant, we encourage all people to Group Up! We offer a number of ways to help people of all 
ages find a group to connect to. 
 

• Kids Discovery is on Sunday Mornings at 10am starting Oct 3.  
• Young Life is gathering on Thursday afternoons from 4-6pm starting Oct 28.  
• We have all sorts of weekly bible studies, life groups, and community groups for adults to connect in.  

I encourage you to Group Up this fall and find a smaller community to walk alongside you in faith. I am 
blessed to be a part of such a wonderful group, and I hope you can get connected to some spiritual friend-
ships, too!  

Blessings, Pastor Mike 

Monday Night Life Group | Bechtold Home 



Youth Ministries for October 
Fusion: After School Gathering for Students 

Tuesdays starting October 5 | 4:00-6:00 pm | First Covenant Church 

After school, 7-12th grade students are invited to First Covenant. Check-in at the door, then join us 
downstairs for hangtime where students have the option to play in our full-size gym or gather around 
many of the games in our youth room (which includes carpetball, ping pong, foosball, Xbox, board 
games, etc)! There is also a tutor on-site to help with homework and a café where students can pur-
chase snacks and food.  

Fusion also provides elective opportunities for students to participate in called Learning Experiences. Some of 
these learning experiences include a small engine class, baking/cooking class, art classes, outdoor adventure 
experiences, sports camps, and more! Students will be given to chance to sign up for these learning experi-
ences during Fusion. Learning experiences are not required, but are highly recommended!  

Young Life 

Thursdays starting October 28 | 4:00-6:00 pm | First Covenant Church 

Red Wing Young Life is a gathering for students in grades 7-12 that we call "Club" and is best known to be a 
“party with a purpose.” It’s controlled chaos that’s almost impossible to describe, but kids know it when they 
see it. And before the party ends, we share a short, simple message about God’s love for them. After all, 
that’s what the celebration is all about. 

Students will have the chance to hang out with their friends, do homework, play in our full-size gym, and 
gather around many of the games in our youth room (which includes carpetball, ping pong, foosball, Xbox, 
board games, etc)! We also have a café area where students can purchase some food and snacks. Afterward, 
we all gather in the gym for a unique large group game. Then we head into the youth room for announce-
ments, music, skits, games, and more of that controlled chaos. After the short club talk, students will head 
back home. 

Sunday Afterparty 

Sundays starting October 3 | Following Second Service | Fireside Room 

Students in grades 7-12 are invited to join us after church by the Fireplace for a sweet treat! This will be a 
great opportunity for students who are busy during the week to connect with one another and some of the 
wonderful youth leaders in our church.  

On September 15th eight team leaders, Pastor Jim, and myself met to kickoff our new HELP teams.  After the 
pandemic it has been exciting to have 68 people (and spouses) step up and join our teams.  If you volun-
teered, your leaders will be reaching out to you in the future. If you missed the deadline to volunteer there is 
still room for you on a team, just call me at 651-380-4381.  Special thanks to the following co-chair peo-
ple:  Team 1 - Mary/Dennis Roskam and Jennifer/Todd Ihrke, Team 2 - Barb Chapin and Wanda Feldman, 
Team 3 - Pam/Rick Peterson and Melissa/Tom Zenzen, Team 4 - Nancy Shoemake/Jim Nelson and Jane 
Shirk.  Char Hayes and Jane/Harland Schultz will continue to lead the Comfort Committee. I'm looking for-
ward to joining others from our church as we enjoy potlucks, showers, and other activities that involve food! 

Denise Doden - Committee Chair Volunteer & Service 

HELP Teams Up and Running 



 

Have you read any good books lately? I recently finished a new book on Abraham Lincoln that explores his 
private notes in which he worked through issues he faced. Now I am reading a book on worship. The follow-
ing paragraph reminded me of a very important thing.  

“The fact that God initiates worship completely changes the dynamics of a church service. On Sundays we’re 
not simply attending a church service; we’re going, by divine invitation, to meet with God and his people. 
Gathered worship is more than a teaching time, more than a Christian sing-a-long; it is a divine invitation to 
encounter and experience God. Like the Israelites, we too have to carve time out of our schedules to enter into 
a Sabbath experience. As our Jewish ancestors made the arduous trek to Sinai, we too must exert the energy 
to travel to a specific place - our local church – to experience God’s presence among his people. All that we do 
during worship is in response to the divine presence, to God’s self-revelation. Jesus taught that our heavenly 
Father is constantly looking for people ready and willing to meet with Him (John 4:23-24). Sunday worship is 
fundamentally a meeting between God and his people, initiated by God himself. Every time we gather, we 
take God up on his holy invitation to come together with our brothers and sisters in Christ to fellowship with 
God.” 

That’s right, you are invited by none other than God himself to meet with him. Biblical worship is never on 
our terms – never about us and our personal preferences – but wholly on God’s terms. You and I are invited 
and our Heavenly Father waits and longs for us to show up and experience him. So, what do you say to His 
invitation? He’ll be there, how about you? 

Roger Johnson - Chairman 

You Are Invited! 

MOPS & MOMSnext 
It's been great to gather as women and moms for another year!  We have seen growth in members from in-
creased social media presence, word of mouth, and our recent article in the newspaper.  Our first meetings 
explored MOPS International's annual theme, All For Love, followed by Friendship.  God, whose essence is 
love, tells us in the Bible what love is like in 1 Corinthians 13:4-8.  Our community will focus on allowing the 
Lord to lead us in living a life of loving others well.  Friendships can take effort to grow, yet can be very 
fruitful, especially when we choose to be brave and authentic about our life and not just show the Instagram 
moments.   

We welcome moms (who have kids of any age) to attend 1 meeting as a visitor for free--to allow for child-
care, please email redwingmops@gmail.com or contact Rose Gerdes at 507-421-1807.   

Are you a seasoned mom or grandma?  We are looking for more mentor moms to join us on Wednesdays to 
listen, encourage, and speak love into moms.  Or, maybe you would enjoy volunteering in childcare to hold 
babies or play with preschoolers?   

MOPS and MOMSnext have partnered with Sargent’s Nursery again this year for a Fall Fundraiser. This year 
we are offering 24” Balsam wreaths, Spruce Tip Porch Plants, Evergreen Door Swags, and 6” Potted Poinsetti-
as (available in many colors). In addition, we also have $20 Sargent’s Nursery Gift Cards (they can be used for 
anything and never expire)! All proceeds will go to support our MOPS Kids program. Orders/money are due 
by October 14th. You can submit your order in the First Covenant office, at a MOPS/MOMSnext meeting, 
email your order to redwingmops@gmail.com. 

In Christ, Rose Gerdes 

mailto:redwingmops@gmail.com
mailto:redwingmops@gmail.com


The mission of Operation Christmas Child, a project of Samaritan's Purse, is to demonstrate God's love in a 
tangible way to children in need around the world.  Since its inception in 1993, Samaritan’s Purse has part-
nered with local churches worldwide to send 188 million children in more than 170 countries and territories 
the Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes.  Our church has enthusiastically participated in this project for sev-
eral years, and we would like to do so again this year.  Judy Wachholz is spearheading the project, and has 
prepared this list of items needed: 
 

120 bars of soap (no Ivory) 
35 toothbrushes 

100 tennis balls (Wal-Mart has bags of 18 balls for $9.00) 
170 flashlights (Wal-Mart has LED flashlights for $1.00) 

Small stuffed animals 
Matchbox cars 

Girls and boys T-shirts, sizes 6-18 
 

Please bring all items to the church during October and leave them in the donation closet. All are welcome to 
come to the Shoebox Packing Party on  Sunday, November 14 between 9:30-11:30 a.m. to pack shoe boxes. 
On Sunday, October 31 we will be taking an freewill offering during the worship services to support  
Operation Christmas Child. God bless you all for your support in the ministry. 

 

Mission of the Month | Operation Christmas Child 

Jesus Driven Open House 
We will be having our 3rd Annual Open House on Saturday, 
October 16th from 10am to 2pm. It has been another amaz-
ing year! Come check out our shop and chat with us about 
what God has been doing in this ministry! 

Stop by for as little or as long as you would like. We will have 
t-shirts and sweatshirts available to order, snacks, and bev-
erages! 

Directions to the shop: 111 Hill St Red Wing MN, 55066 is 
the nearest address to our shop. We will have signs up to 
direct you to parking and our shop from there. 

Directions from Highway 61: Turn onto Hill St. by Subway (926 Main St.). Turn left onto Mechanic Way (gravel 
Alley). Shop is all the way down on the left. Park in the grassy gravel area and please don't block the alley. 

In Christ, George and Amber 

George has it all under control 



Financial Secretary Report—Week 39 

Covenant Trust | Questions to Ask Your Investment Advisor  
Here are some savvy questions you can ask to spur the conversation:  

How do I know my investment plan is working? What does success look like for me?  

Are you achieving enough growth in your investments to pay for vacation or a charitable gift you’ve been 

working towards? Is your investment income stream meeting your income needs?  

Would I benefit from having my assets in a trust? If so, what are the benefits?  

Trusts come in many forms, each designed to provide a particular type of protection to trust beneficiaries. 

Some trusts can help beneficiaries avoid the probate process which can be costly and less private, where 

others can help reduce taxes or help to protect public benefits for future beneficiaries.  A financial advi-

sor can walk you through trust scenarios suitable for your situation.  

How can I minimize my income taxes now and my estate taxes in the future? 

From tax-free bond investments to charitable gift deductions, your advisor can work with you and your tax 

advisor to determine what makes the most sense for your situation today. They also can help you under-

stand what’s in your taxable estate and how estate tax exclusions will apply in the future.  

If I’m making charitable gifts, are certain assets or accounts more advantageous for giving? 

Charitable gifts can be made through appreciated securities and cash given outright, through Donor-Advised 

Funds, as bequests or to designated beneficiaries. Your financial advisor can help you assess the tax ad-

vantage of spending, saving, or gifting certain assets first. 

2021 Budget:  ($9,417/week needed) 
39 weeks 2021 - $310,932 (-15.3% under budget) 
39 weeks 2020 - $320,414 
39 weeks 2019 - $337,229 
September Comparison: 
4 weeks 2021 - $28,729 
4 weeks 2020 - $26,207 
5 weeks 2019 - $41,810 

 



 



1st Duane Gabrielson 

2nd Jordan Nelson 

4th Bill Fishback 

5th Maurice Alms, Gabe Dugstad 

9th  Barb Tesdall, Jonathan Speltz 

12th Ruth Goudy 

15th Jim Maybach 

16th Bob Goetz, Tammy Allen, Mason Mandelkow 

17th Matthew Mehrkens, Obie Keehn 

20th Angela Hu, Reggie Sikkink 

24th Kathy Thoner 

25th Alyssa Malyon 

26th Jan Aukema,  Bill Byrne,  Mark Walter 

29th Debbie Olson, John Alpers 

30th Shannon Hanson, Natalie Murphy 

 

Prayer is a vital part of the life of our church.  In order to help us focus on praying for one another, please 
use our list of birthday friends in each month’s Messenger to pray for them and their families. There will be 
enough names to pray for someone throughout the month.  Let’s make praying for one another a means of 

encouragement to us all! 

First Covenant Church 
2302 Twin Bluff Road 
Red Wing, MN 55066 
651-388-2385 
www.redwingfirstcov.org 

Remembering Our Birthday Friends with Prayer 


