
  “The church exists as the beloved people of God called out of the world as his children and 
sent back into it as his authorized ambassadors.  The church is the gathered worshipping 
community of God’s missionary people scattered to our homes, our neighborhoods, to enemy 
territory, and the whole world.  We have been given the new wine of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.  This is the best news in the world!” (adapted from And by Halter and Smay) 

This is the calling of the church – to both gather the faithful for worship and com-
munity but also to scatter as missionaries to the world around us.  Jesus’ last words to 
his followers are confirmation of this: “Go and make disciples” (Mt. 28:19).  “Making 
disciples” is very much a gathering directive as we call people in to be more like Jesus.  
For sure, the church is a body of believers who gather, be it in a church building or 
small group or circle of prayer, to affirm the sovereignty of God and acknowledge his 
gift of life given to us.  For the most part, the Church does this well.  The part 
we have come to struggle with is the other half of this ecclesial duet – the chal-
lenge to scatter.  Obviously, Jesus charge to “Go” is a sending order.  We are 
not as good at this.  That is, we often times avoid proclaiming the gospel be-
yond the walls of the church building because of fear, busy-ness, or simply neglect. 

Often times, this kind of work is thought of as door-to-door evangelism.  However, 
I want to expand the understanding of scattering (GO-ing, Connecting to the World) to 
include more than that.  I want to return to language I’ve used before. 

Several years ago at an Annual Meeting, pastor Ray Johnston introduced a phrase 
that is now used in many Covenant circles: “Good works lead to Good Will which gives 
us opportunity to tell the Good News.”  When we contribute to the welfare of an indi-
vidual, group, or community people notice.  Initially it doesn’t need to have the gospel 
attached to it for people to observe and feel good about the offering.  And when we 
serve others it leads to trust and esteem for Christ-followers (the Church) which in 
turn gives us opportunities to share why we do what we do.  That is, we serve because 
God in Christ served us. 

   Obviously there are as many ways to “scatter” or “Connect to the World” as there 
are people in the church.  So how we respond individually and corporately as a com-
munity of faith should be prompted by prayer.  We must then respond to what we 
hear.  That said, honestly answering a few good questions may help motivate us to 
that end.  The following questions were a few that Todd Mehrkens challenged our Vi-
sion Committee with: 

• Am I able to recognize and actively participate in God’s love for people in 
my everyday life who are far from him? (…even if it feels foolish or I make 
mistakes doing it?) 

• Am I able to genuinely listen to, learn from, and respect beliefs and ideas 
that are different than mine, while holding strongly to Scripture and my 
own beliefs? 

• Can I lovingly and sincerely ask questions like, “So what do you think or be-
lieve about the afterlife, human nature, God, and the Church?” 

• Can I tell my story of why I believe in God and the difference Jesus makes in 
my life? 

• Do I actively bless people without expecting anything in return? 

(cont. bottom page 3) 
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Gather and Scatter (cont.) 
And let me add a couple more for the church in general… 

• In what ways is our church absolutely vital to the community of Red Wing? 

• What ‘good works’ should First Covenant Church be involved in here in Red Wing and around the world 
that creates ‘good will’ and the opportunity to speak the ‘good news’? 

• What does it mean for our church to “Scatter” or “Connect to the World” 

I hope that you will join us as we seek answers to these questions and seek God’s guidance as to how we can 
better gather AND scatter on October 22 at 6:00 p.m. for a Prayer Service at the church. 

                                                             Grace & Peace,   Marc 

We thank God for you and your gifts to First Covenant Church throughout the year! Because of your faithful giving, 
our congregation has been able to support the work of the church here at home, in the community, and through-
out the world.  

The 2017 budget was increased about 5 percent over 2016. Year to date, our monthly giving has been very close 
to, or slightly over, the amount needed to meet our budgeted expenses. In August, our giving dipped slightly, 
which we typically experience over the summer months. One area that has been lagging is the building fund. The 
original 20-year loan on our new addition, built in 2007, was $1.16 million and we are now over halfway through 
paying it off, with monthly payments of $7,200.  We thank you for your faithfulness! 

In addition, fulfillment of pledges over and above our weekly giving has allowed us to replace the sanctuary sound 
system and replace and enlarge our parking lot. Soon new trees will grace the church’s landscaping.  

We are so grateful for your generosity and commitment to this church as we seek to be the hands and feet of Je-
sus. 

Kathy Johnson, Financial Secretary 

The location of the First Aid kits are: 

• Ushers room 

• In the drawer next to the coffee maker on the main level 

• In the kitchen in a drawer left of sink.  

• In the Nursery in the upper cupboard on the left side when you enter the room 

• In the Student Ministry room lower level in a drawer to the right of the sink. 

All locations have a sticker on the drawer or door stating “First Aid” in red with white letters where the kit is locat-
ed. The bloodborne pathogen protection kit is located under sink near coffee maker on main level. It too is clearly 
marked with a sticker. 

The boulevard trees will be planted during the Discovery Hour by the 5th and 6th grade students on 1 October 
2017.  This is a wonderful opportunity for the students to serve and be involved in the church. You are welcome to 
watch as the trees are planted and to connect with one and another. 

Financial Update 

Building and Grounds 



Women Ministries 
Isn't it great to be a women attending First Covenant?  Lately, I have been  thinking about all the opportunities we 
have available at our church.  I hope you always feel welcome to attend.   

Here are a couple of events coming up: 

Lake Pepin District Women's Fall Gathering  “Season of Change” on Saturday, Oct. 14 
in River Falls at 9:00 a.m.  Watch for the car pool signup on the bulletin board. 

Connie Olson and Tammy Filzen will share on “Whispers of Hope” facility. Exciting 
things have happened since they opened and many lives are changing.  Also you will 
hear from JoAnne Parks, Director of “Options for Women” in River Falls. 

RSVP by Monday, October 9 to jackie@rfcov.org or call 715-425-2640. Child care available. Let them know special 
dietary needs.   

Oct. 26:  IF gathering at the 3rd Place in Goodhue.  We'll meet for food and conversation at 6:00.  If you would like 
to car pool meet at church at  5:40 p.m.  Lara Ramthun and Denise Doden will host this event.   

 

Long Term Care Insurance? 
Dear First Covenant friends if you’re like our household it feels like we’re inundated with an insurance advertise-
ment about every 3.2 seconds!  It seems there’s no shortage of insurance companies trying to get a hand on our 
wallet so we can sleep better at night knowing we’re “covered”.  Rest assured one can definitely be insurance rich 
and cash poor.  

To be sure I respect all the men and women who work hard in the insurance industry to take risk out our daily 
lives but here’s where I’m going with this article.  Recently Denise and I met with our insurance advisor and he 
suggested we buy - LONG TERM CARE INSURANCE.   Hmmm, “nursing home insurance” …. This suggestion just did-
n’t sit well with me, just didn’t feel right, gave me a bad taste in my mouth, forced a queasy feeling in my gut.  The 
thought of spending several hundred dollars a month now, so an LPN can wipe the oatmeal off my chin in 20 years 
just didn’t give me the peace of mind of insurance. 

I stewed about this emotional, physical and financial dilemma for a couple weeks until finally the Lord tapped me 
on the shoulder and basically said, “Cory, you’re an idiot. Why haven’t you brought this trivial issue to me?”  Of 
course He was right and I asked myself: 

1) Is my faith so thin that I didn’t ask for His guidance instead of grousing about Long Term Care(LTC) insur-

ance when I should have been praying for eternal care assurance (ECA)? 

2) What earthly suffering can I not endure in the short term (the average nursing stay is 2.4 years) until I pass 

into His eternal heavenly home? 

In closing, after prayerful conversations with the Lord, and of course Denise, I now have clarity, peace and comfort 
in our future with or without LTC –feel free to ask me about it.  But more importantly do you have an ECA (Eternal 
Care Assurance) plan?  Don’t be like me, and wait for the “tap on the shoulder”! 

God Bless,  

Cory Doden 

Church Council Chair 



Welcome Ministry 
You don’t have to be an usher or a greeter to make an impact!   

The communication that occurs in the first four minutes of human contact is so crucial that it almost always deter-
mines whether strangers will remain strangers or become acquaintances and perhaps friends. If this is true, and it 
applies to all who walk through our church doors, what an opportunity and challenge it provides to all of us in our 
church! Those church members who welcome the people God has brought to church have the chance to positively 
influence these important visitors in those first crucial minutes. In the process, it is the greeters who often hold 
the key to whether guests return.  

As Christians, and especially as greeters, we are representing Christ.  Colossians 3:17 says, “And whatever you do 
or say, let it be as a representative of Jesus Christ.” We're reminded in 2 Corinthians 5:20 that “We are Christ’s 
ambassadors.”  

I heard someone say that, “The world is divided into guests and hosts.”  When we become a Christian, we are no 
longer a guest in this world. We become partners with God in hosting life for others.  And what do hosts do? They 
welcome people into their lives. Their first concern is that their guests enjoy themselves and feel acceptance and 
love. They make their guests feel welcome. They make their guests feel important.  

This is what greeting is really all about. It is a ministry for every Christian. And, frankly, while our focus here is on 
what happens around the church doors, it doesn’t stop there. Greeting—being an ambassador, a representative—
should carry into every phase of our lives, as Christ-imitators.   If our conversation involves patient listening, em-
pathy, understanding, willingness to be vulnerable, sharing our experiences, and being sensitive to areas of need 
and interest with our guests, we will become people that others truly cannot resist. Without a doubt, they will 
want to be in our company and, more importantly, in the company of Jesus. 

The most common reason newcomers return to a church is, “the friendliness of the people.” Interviews with visi-
tors indicate there is a ten-minute window in their visit when newcomers are most (or least) impressed with the 
church’s “friendliness.” That moment is the ten minutes immediately following the conclusion of the service. Dur-
ing this relatively brief moment, more than any other, newcomers are assessing whether the people at this church 
are genuinely friendly, or if it is just an act.  

If people in the church seem friendly and caring in this after-service moment, research tells us that it makes a sig-
nificant impression on newcomers—particularly if they have come alone.   We need all members to look for new-
comers and engage them in conversation right after the service.  

As these members perform their duty on the days they are assigned as greeters and ushers, they will be increas-
ingly friendly with guests even when they are “off duty.” And, most importantly, our newcomers will feel wel-
comed and be far more likely to return. 

Usher & Greeting Team reminders and changes 

Here are a few helpful reminders when serving as a greeter and usher.  Please note the underline areas are chang-
es in the roles. 

 Arrive at least 30 minutes before services, find nametag, and begin to ensure the cleanliness and safety of the 
sanctuary and foyer.  Ask for help if needed with ice melt, shoveling, etc. 

 Smile, have a fresh breath, make eye contact, take initiative to welcome all church attendees as they arrive. Try 
not to get “stuck” with one person or conversation.  Extend a handshake . 

 Greeters are assigned to the front exterior doors of the new entrance of the church to welcome people, open the 
front doors for people as needed.  If needed, Open car doors and assist people out that are being dropped off at 
the front of the church.  Ushers are assigned to the entrance of the sanctuary and in the sanctuary. 

(cont. on next page) 

  



Welcome Ministry (cont.) 
Be purposeful and look out for guests and help them be introduced to the Pastoral staff or a Sunday school teach-
er or someone in the class, etc. 

 Don’t ask “Are you new?”  or “Is this your first time?”                  

Say ,“I don’t think I’ve met you yet, I’m ______” 

 Be sure to give them a welcome bag and invite them to discovery hour or coffee after the service ends. 

 Have another member guide the guests with directions to the sanctuary, restrooms, a Sunday school class, child 
care, etc. 

 At the end of the service, try to find the guests that you greeted at the beginning and help them to find their way 
to the welcome table, coffee, Sunday school class, child care, etc. 

We will have one Lead Usher each service that either assigns or is the one located in the foyer outside of the sanc-
tuary, welcoming members and guests.  The other two can be in the sanctuary handing out bulletins.   

 Ushers attempt to usher all people to a seat when full.   Make people feel comfortable and try to find out where 
they would like to be seated.  “May I help you find a seat”. “Would over here be ok to sit.” Guide people with spe-
cial needs to appropriate seating. 

 When the service starts, the lead usher will close all but one door, after 10 min. close the last door.   Discreetly 
guide latecomers to seats at appropriate points in the service. 

Awana Theme Nights 

 

October is Pastor Appreciation Month 
Join us in appreciating our pastors and their families during the month of October! 

Four ways to appreciate our Pastors! 

1-      Pray for them. 
 

2-      Ask again and again… “How can I help you?"   If you get the impression they have 
two (or more!) things they are trying to do at once ask how you can help. 
 

3-      Invite them out for dinner, coffee, hiking, or looking at the leaves.  Get to know 
them and have fun! 
 

4-      Leave a phone message, email or text saying how much you appreciate them. 

Community Connect Day 

October 

4 Kick Off Night 

11  Favorite Team Night- Bring a Friend  
(3x points) 

18 No AWANA   (MEA Break) 

25 Crazy Hair Night 

Community Connect Day 
St. Joseph's Church 
November 18, 2017  

11-2 p.m. 
 

There is an urgent need for winter clothing--coats for 
men and women, boys and girls, boots, scarves, 
mittens, gloves, snow pants--all are needed. 2XL and  
3XL are especially appreciated.  Bring your collection 
of things to Connecting Connections or to the dona-
tion closet at church before November 18. 



Our  beloved Northwest Conference school, Minnehaha 
Academy, experienced a horrific explosion at its Upper 
School facility on Wed, Aug. 2. 

Tragically, two employees, Ruth Berg and John Carlson, were 
killed as a result. A number of other faculty and staff mem-
bers were also injured. This included the loss of a leg by 
custodian and assistant soccer coach, Bryan Duffey. 

Minnehaha has been such a positive influence on so many 
within the Northwest Conference as well as within the entire 
Covenant Church, and beyond. Thus, as Superintendent, I 
am declaring the month of October to be “Minnehaha  

Academy Month” in our region. 
 

Pray for Minnehaha. While many churches prayed for the 
school immediately following the explosion, we want to 
assure school leaders of our continued prayers throughout 
the school year.                                                 Mark Stromberg 

#TOGETHERWERISE 

He hath showed me, O man, what is good; and what doth the LORD require of thee, but to do justly, and to love 

mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?  Micah 6:8 

The Evangelical Covenant Church believes that in order to love mercy and justice, we must be concerned with 

helping hurting people and we must address the causes of that hurt.  We as a church acknowledge the reality of 

brokenness and sin in the world, but we also testify to the healing power of Jesus that brings renewal and hope.  

As a result of sin and brokenness, one out of four women in our country is subjected to sexual abuse and domes-

tic violence.  The Advocacy for Victims of Abuse (AVA) was initiated by the Evangelical Covenant to inform, edu-

cate, and raise awareness of the epidemic of abuse, empowering the church community to reach out with the 

healing touch of Jesus. 

Here at First Covenant, AVA Ministries provides Welcome Bags to women and their children who find refuge at 

The Haven of Hope- Women’s Shelter.  The Welcome Bags include necessary toiletries and washcloths, crayons 

and coloring books, notebooks and pencils, and story books.  Volunteers to put these together and donations for 

the bags are greatly appreciated.  Looking toward the future, two of our church members are participating in 

training sessions for a program called Mending the Soul.  This program is considered to be a powerful resource for 

understanding and healing victims of abuse, providing a path to recovery and wholeness within safe and nurtur-

ing relationships in a small group setting.  They hope to begin a Mending the Soul group sometime next  year, and 

would appreciate prayer in this endeavor. 

October Mission Awareness of the Month—AVA 



Collection List 2017 
For Camperships to Lake Beauty Bible Camp: 

Sales receipt slips from Econofoods 

For International Christian Literature Distribution: 

Bibles (all versions, new or repairable) New Testaments; Tracts about salvation, Devotional books, Study books, 
media-DVD and CDs only, Bible Studies/commentaries, Bible stories, Evangelism theology books, unmarked Sun-
day School materials 

For Sports Equipment for the Family Life Center: 

Bring in your aluminum cans 

For Women Ministries/AVA: 

Items regularly needed for AVA welcome bags for the women’s shelter: Colored hand & bath size towels & wash-
cloths; Mesh scrubbies;  2 gallon, quart & snack size ziploc bags;  Toothbrushes & travel covers/cases for tooth-
brushes;  Toothpaste; Liquid body wash/bar soap; Deodorant;  Women’s razors; Shampoo/Conditioner; Hair 
brushes, combs, hair picks; Nail clippers; Emery boards; Socks; Crayons, Color books; Books for babies, small chil-
dren & teens; Spiral paper notebooks & pens; Small stuffed animals & toys; Pencils & pencil sharpeners 

For Operation Christmas Child: 

• Bars of soap, wash clothes, toothbrushes, cups, combs 

• School supplies:  crayons-24-count, pencils, pens, markers, scissors, coloring and picture books. 

• T-shirts, socks, hats, sunglasses, hair clips, hair ribbons, jewelry, crocs or flip-flops 

• Toys: small dolls, toy cars, trucks, etc. small stuffed animals, kazoos, harmonicas, yo-yos, jump ropes, 
tennis balls, toys that light up and/or make noise. 

• Small flashlights with extra batteries, bandanas, deck of cards, card games  

• Pieces of material, ribbons, small shears, needles, thread, etc/sewing kits;   

• Soccer balls with a pump, Legos 

• Paper tablets, activities pads, notebooks, small tablets, erasers. 

• Small fishing kits, plastic container of hooks, line, fishing flies, sinkers, bobbers etc. 

• Hand tool sets (small hammer, tape measure, pliers, etc) 

Please do not bring used or damaged items; No candy or food; No toothpaste; No  war related items such as toy guns, knives, or military 
figures (this includes on shirts also) out of date candy, chocolate or food; anything that melts, is liquids or lotions, medications or vitamins, 
& breakables such as snow globes. 

Library Corner 
Where was God on Sept. 11, 2001? Ravi Zacharias has a book where he addresses some of the questions people 
may have about this time in our history. It’s not a huge book and written in larger letters so it is easy to read. 
 Titled "Light in the Shadow of Jihad" - the struggle for truth. This might shed light on what is happening in our 
country as well as many other countries and what we are dealing with. 

We also have a couple of other reads - "Twilight at Blueberry Barrens" by Colleen Coble for those who enjoy some 
mystery and romance with an emphasis on living as a Christian in these daily circumstances. 

And those who enjoy the Regency Era and the way they had to live with so much protocol to the rules. "The 
Baron's Daughter" by Lynn Morris writes very interestingly and keeps you turning the pages. We hope these or 
any other books we have in our Church Library, by very notable Authors, will interest you.  

Here's wishing you enjoyable reading. 





1st Duane Gabrielson 

4th Janis Klein 

5th Maurice Alms, Gabe Dugstad 

6th Jim Maples 

7th Darryl Dodge  

9th  Barb Tesdall 

12th Ruth Goudy 

14th Katrina Mehrkens, David Carlisle 

15th Jim Maybach 

 

16th Bob Goetz, Tammy Allen 

17th Matthew Mehrkens 

20th Angela Hu, Reggie Sikkink 

21st Janis Klein 

22nd Natalie Bjorklund 

24th Jan Eppard, Kathy Thoner 

26th Jan Aukema,  Bill Byrne,  Mark Walter 
 

29th Debbie Olson, Ryan Coffey,  

 John Alpers 

Prayer is a vital part of the life of our church.  In order to help us focus on praying for one another, 
please use our list of birthday friends in each month’s Messenger to pray for them and their families. 
There will be enough names to pray for someone throughout the month.  Let’s make praying for one 

another a means of encouragement to us all! 

First Covenant Church 
2302 Twin Bluff Road 
Red Wing, MN 55066 
651-388-2385 
www.redwingfirstcov.org 

Remembering Our Birthday Friends with Prayer 


