
Normal. That’s a word I hear many longing for these days. To go back to the 
way things were would be really nice right about now! Because this pandemic 
sure has thrown “normal” out the window hasn’t it?! School, work, shopping, 
eating out, walking down the street… nothing is what it used to be. And here 
we are, months removed from when all of this first started, with nothing 
pointing us to when we can go back to the way things were. As I sit here trying 
to think about what to write for this month’s newsletter article, and with all of 
this non-normal life we are in, a smile came to my face.  

I smile because this idea of nothing being normal is actually a beautiful image 
of the Gospel’s impact in our lives. When the Good News of Jesus captures 
our heart, nothing about our life should look normal. The way we live, the 
choices we make, the things we say and do; all of that changes because we 
have found a new life grounded in the great mercies of Jesus.  

Just listen to the words of scripture... 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has 
gone, the new is here!” (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

“Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are 
born again.” (John 3:3) 

“You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your 
old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made 
new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, created 
to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.” (Ephesians 4:22-24) 

“Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. 
But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward 
what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which 
God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3:13-14) 

“Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what 
God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.” (Romans 12:2) 

“…you have taken off your old self with its practices and have put on the 
new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Crea-
tor (Colossians 3:9-10) 

“I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in 
me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave himself for me.” (Galatians 2:20) 

“He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making everything new!" 
Then he said, "Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and 
true.” (Revelation 21:5) 

Continue on top of page 2 
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As much as we may have a great distaste for the non-normal life we find ourselves in today, I believe it 
can serve as a reminder that, if Christ is truly in us, there is nothing normal about us. We are a new crea-
tion. We have a new life that is filled with an abundance of grace and hope that can only come from our 
Lord. And may a smile come upon your face every time you think of what isn’t normal right now, be-
cause you remember that, in Christ, you aren’t either!  

Pastor Mike 

All Things New (cont.) 

Student Ministries 

We've had an awesome first month back together!  
It's been great seeing old faces and welcoming new ones! 

 

Looking into the month of November, here are dates to look forward to: 
• Nov. 1st - Gathering at Zenzen's 

• Nov. 8th - Movie night at Bechtold's 

• Nov. 15th - Gathering at Zenzen's 

• Nov. 22nd - Thanksgiving Service Project at FCC 

Nov. 29th - No Gathering - Thanksgiving Break 

Addresses: 
- Zenzen's: 3504 Kosec Drive, Red Wing, MN 
- Bechtold's: 931 West Ave, Red Wing 
 

This month we will be using Host Homes for our gatherings, offering a more connective and faith 

building environment, introducing kids to more families of faith and widening their Sticky Web. 
In November our Host Homes will be provided by: Tom and Melissa Zenzen, and Mikey and Anna  

Bechtold. 
 

If you have any questions about those feel free to reach out to me! More information on Host Homes 
guidelines to come and event details to come! 
 

If you haven't already followed FCC Student Ministries on Facebook, check it out! 
Also, if you would like Text Alerts, text @FCCSM to 81010 

Ashleigh Overlander 

 

http://links.breezechms.com/ls/click?upn=tQDFDhR0nEOlNZKVZKv2dDiTt-2F6p-2BElhuzoLNx89gKJ9Qm5j25PlfhzVGte0ZAMdyE76_Vv-2Bi8r1fQBLLAZ6AoN3VpLJzaJbO08E1QzgMpze7Md0lsXKGlJ-2BVHH644ZAzw89lWT0FJuBpMwlLXwA-2FpTeC1CaPdqtQL96ZtY1ad0EmpQolBNoU5obheFbntBe1n2Cwv0tGP26jlkf


Hope & Harbor Homeless Shelter 

Hope & Harbor homeless shelter will be opening soon! Due to COVID, instead of being a rotating shel-
ter the guests will be staying at one location all season long and providing shelter all day long with a paid 
staff to oversee operations. But help is still needed to provide meals. First Covenant Church has signed 
up to provide meals the weeks of November 8 – 
November 21; and December 20 – January 2. 
Please use the sign-up Genius under the Volun-
teer page to sign up to bring a meal.  

www.rwhopeandharbor.com/volunteer  
If want to do even more, help is needed to setup the facility, seasonal decorate, or provide transporta-
tion.  

Thankful Reminders 

Reminders arrive. They arrive in many and various forms. They come on our cell phones as texts, email, 
and notifications that interrupt anything we might be doing. They come from other people and from post
-it-notes strategically placed to get our attention. Some reminders are welcome but others, well not so 
much. No matter how it arrives, a reminder is something we need it revisit. 

During this fall season I was reminded that I am not Noah Webster, that writing definitions is not my job. 
Let me explain. This fall has been a season of definitions. One candidate after another whether from your 
city ward, school board, county, legislative district, state position or for the highest office in the country, 
each one has been busy defining. They define themselves, the issues, the needs they believe I have, and 
the problems they propose to solve. They are busy defining in order to distinguish themselves from their 
challengers. Their definitions are intended to provide both meaning and understanding. 

Now there are things which are helpful to define while others are important to define and still other 
things that are imperative to define. My reminder was not about the definitions themselves. Rather my 
reminder was that somethings are not for me to define at all. Most importantly I was reminded that 
some things are for God to define and not for me to define. It is God who defines what love is because he 
alone is love. It is not for us to define what sin is because God alone is righteous and holy. We are ill 
equipped to define any of these and many more things. In fact, we only begin to understand these things 
which belong to God when we experience his forgiveness made available to us through his son Jesus. 

We are however, through faith in Jesus’ work on the cross, invited to join our Father as he defines for the 
world what his love is, what his righteousness is, and what our sin is. We are invited to live a new life 
based on his definitions and to do this in full view of the world so that they might know Him and his son 
Jesus. It is God who defines the church, our ministry together, and so much more. This November I am 
thankful for the reminder of all the things I am not responsible for defining, because their definitions be-
long to God alone.  

Have a great November and Thanksgiving. 

Roger Johnson 
Church chairman 

http://www.rwhopeandharbor.com/volunteer


We will be hosting an open house at the shop on November 7th from 10am to 4pm.  Come check out 

our shop and chat with us about this ministry! We have come a 

long way since our last open house a year ago, and we are so 

excited to share about it with all of you! Come hangout for as 

long or as little as you would like. 

All are welcome! Masks are encouraged. 

Directions to the shop: 111 Hill St Red Wing MN, 55066 is the nearest address to our shop. We will have 

signs up to direct you to parking and our shop from there. 

Directions from Highway 61: Turn onto Hill St. by Subway (926 Main St.). Turn left onto Mechanic Way 

(gravel Alley). Shop is all the way down on the left. Park in the grassy gravel area and please don't block 

the alley. 

In Christ, 

George and Amber 

Jesus Driven Open House 

Treasurer’s Update 

Jesus Driven has been approved for 501c3 status effective 1 January 2021. You will be able to continue 
to donate to Jesus Driven through Breeze or you can donate directly to Jesus Driven. Please contact 
George or Amber Gabrielson if you would like to donate directly to Jesus Driven. 

First Covenant Church submitted a CARES grant application for $10,000 to Goodhue County. The grant 
was approved and will be used to cover the cost of the live-streaming equipment and Personnel Protec-
tive Equipment. 

An application for loan forgiveness of the Paycheck Protection Program loan that FCC received was sub-
mitted to Associated Bank. 

In Christ, 
Paul Resel 

Volunteer and Service 

While things have been quiet over the summer, members of the church and of our help teams were able 
to assist and support the Fall Festival held in the Church parking lot on October 11. With over 100 kids 
attending, it was a great opportunity to connect with members of our community as well as each other 
on a perfect Sunday afternoon of games, crafts, and fun. Thank you to everyone who helped plan and 
prepare for this and to those who volunteered to help! 

Rob Keehn  



The Five Languages of Apology: Real life involves real people who make real mistakes.  Dr. Gary Chap-
man wrote The Five Love Languages and has discovered five aspects or "languages" of an apology in this 
new book: Expressing Regret, Accepting Responsibility, Making Restitution, Genuinely Repenting, and 
Requesting Forgiveness. In this book you will learn how to recognize your own apology language while 
speaking the languages of those you love.  Applying the five languages of an apology will enhance all of 
your relationships.   

This book is new and will be in the display case for you to check out.  Also the book cart is full of free 
books.  Please take a look.  

Library Committee 

2020 Budget:  $471,238 ($9,062/week needed)  

43 weeks 2020 - $352,951 (-9.4% under budget)  

43 weeks 2019 - $375,149  

43 weeks 2018 - $393,193  

 
 
 

Pastoral Search Committee 

Financial Secretary Update—43 Weeks 

The Pastoral Search Committee would like to thank each of you for your continued prayers and support 
during this process. We are excited to announce we have an in-person interview scheduled for Novem-
ber. This will be a 3rd round interview. Please pray for wisdom and discernment for our team and also 
the candidate.  

October Comparison:  

4 weeks 2020 - $32,536  

4 weeks 2019 - $37,920  

4 weeks 2018 - $38,544  

Library Corner 



Operation Christmas Child Packing Dates—Nov. 6 & 7 

ITEMS WE ARE  

COLLECTING 

small flashlights 

tennis balls 

soap & washcloths 

pencil sharpeners 

t-shirts 6-18 girl & boys 

any small toys — 

matchbox cars, playing cards, 

stuff animals, yo-yo’s, dolls 
 

PLACE DONATIONS IN BIN AT 
ENTRANCE OF CHURCH 

 

We are doing something different 
this year. With no Awana  

program this fall, we will be  

packing boxes in the gym on 
 

Friday, November 6 | 3-7pm 

Saturday, November 7 | 8-12pm 
 

This is a family event.  

ITEMS TO PUT IN A  

SHOEBOX 
 

t-shirts & hats 

flip flops 

sunglasses 

hair bands, clips and combs 

jewelry 

pens, pencils and sharpeners 

crayons (boxes of 24) 

markers 

coloring books or notebooks 

stickers 

rulers and scissors 

flashlights 

small dolls small toy cars and trucks 

small stuffed animals 

kazoos, harmonicas 

yo-yo's 

jump ropes 

soccer balls (with hand pump) 

tennis balls 

small tools (no knives or saws) 

PLEASE DO NOT BRING: used 
or damaged items, was related 
items such as toy guns, knives 
or military figures, candy,  
chocolate or food, liquids (nail 
polish) shampoos or lotions, 
toothpaste, medications,  
vitamins, breakables such as 
snow globes. 
 

A suggested donation of $9 to 
help with shipping. Mone-
tary donations may be put in 
the mission of the month  
envelope. All donations are 
greatly appreciated. God bless 
you for your generosity. 

KICY 100% Sunday will be on November 8th! KICY broadcast from Nome, AK spreading the gospel to 
Western Alaska and the Russian Far East. On November 8th we are asking each family for a $1.00  

donation to help minister to those living in great isolation.  

KICY Sunday—November 8 



1st Cheryl Gardzinski, Roni Jaeger 

3rd  Eunice Ashbaugh 

4th Sarah Dawson 

7th Jan Jordahl, Tracey Carlisle 

8th  Heather Lange 

9th Cheryl Eisert, Marcus Gardzinski 

10th Dale Ulrich 

12th Susan Goetz, Dave Carlisle 

 Hannah Beaulieu, Katie Beaulieu 

13th Sherri Fox 

14th Vivian Hoseck, Coleen Thomas 

 

15th Rose Gray, Mark Tesdall, Sonya Byrne, 

 Corrinne Enberg, Eleanor Kennebeck 

16th Fran Sheplee 

17th Duane Freiheit  

18th Marilyn Cook, Riley Larson,  

 Rachel Walter , Nancy Paton 

20th Bill Mason 

23rd Lori Treptow  

24th Kathy Johnson 

26th Sören Svedvik 

27th Sharon Loquai 

30th Tim Droogsma, Tessa Heineman 

Prayer is a vital part of the life of our church.  In order to help us focus on praying for one another, 
please use our list of birthday friends in each month’s Messenger to pray for them and their families. 
There will be enough names to pray for someone throughout the month.  Let’s make praying for one 

another a means of encouragement to us all! 

Remembering Our Birthday Friends with Prayer 

Beginning Sunday, November 22 

Worship Time Moves to 10:00 a.m. 


