
For the life of the believer, prayer is of central importance for a number of rea-
sons. One reason is because God’s word continuously tells us to pray. One such 
verse comes from Colossians 4:2 which says, “Devote yourselves to prayer, being 
watchful and thankful.” Likewise, Jesus demonstrated to us many times to pray 
consistently. Luke 5:16 says that “Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and 
prayed.” But most importantly, prayer is our means of communicating with God. 
Through prayer we worship God for who he is, confess our sins, offer up praises 
of thanksgiving, and ask for his help and guidance. Prayer invites us to rely on 
God and deepen our relationship with him. Just as any relationship we have re-
quires constant communication with one another, so too does our communica-
tion with God if we want to see our faith grow.  

And you probably find it easy to have a great time of prayer during your devo-
tional time or maybe right before bed. However, if you’re like everyone else in 
this day and age, living off of busy schedules, lengthy to-do lists, and plenty of 
distractions… then communicating with God happens a lot less frequently as we 
may like. How are we able to “pray without ceasing” as 1 Thessalonians 5:17 tells 
us to do? Thankfully there is an app for that! 

If you stopped by the worship table during the 
ministry fair, we had a tablet out with some apps 
we recommended. One of those apps was called 
“Echo Prayer.” Since September, I personally 
have been using this app and here’s what I love 
about it… 

(1) Echo Prayer helps you keep track of your prayers. There are plenty of things 
to be praying about. Things that come up at a moment’s notice from the prayer 
chain or from a friend who you bumped into at the grocery store. Something is 
coming up soon and you want to make sure to take time and pray about it before 
it happens. Likewise, there are long-term prayers that are continually on our 
minds such as praying for people navigating treatments, praying for our leaders, 
spouses, and children; all things that you’ll want in front of you for months or 
years. And as the list grows, it can be hard to remember what to pray for. This 
app lets you keep a running list of prayers and notes, and can even organize them 
by hashtags. And when a prayer has been answered, it keeps track of that too so 
you can look back at all God has done! 

(2)  Echo Prayer also allows you to set reminder notifications to pray throughout 
the day. You can set when and at what time you want a prayer to pop-up, like 
when someone is going into surgery on Saturday at 10am, you can be notified to 
pray at that exact moment! Likewise, one of the things I did was setup repeating 
notifications throughout the day for random prayer requests from my list. This is 
a great way to integrate prayer into your daily routine, allowing you to stay in 
conversation with God in the midst of a busy life. 

(3) Lastly, Echo Prayer is a free app! I encourage you to download it form the App 
Store or Google Play today and try it out this next season!                     Pastor Mike 

Remembering to Pray 
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By the time this edition of the Messenger lands in your church box another piece of communication from 
your council may arrived in home mailbox.  It is a pledge letter asking for your help as our church budgets for 
next year.  I hope you prayerfully consider your budget, and your stewardship obligation to the Lord, it will be 
so appreciated! 

However, the intent of this message not to plead for funds or brow beat you or “guilt trip” you into giving 
more, or volunteering for this committee or that project.  No, I want us to take a moment to reflect where all 
gifts come from and what form they come in.  You see I am at fault as kind of a “glass half empty” guy.  Those 
of you that have served on council maybe can relate.  We deal with a shortage of funds, finding enough vol-
unteers and struggle with saying “no” to missions and ministry all the while trying to stay true to the Word.  
It’s easy to get in the “woe is me” cerebral spiral of negativity.   

My prayers this week brought to light my mini-mental funk and how ridiculous it was.  The Lord brought a 
couple things to light.  First He brought thoughts of my past alcohol counseling sessions and how we dis-
cussed the scarcity mind set – as in “I don’t have enough and you have too much, so I’m ticked off about it”.  
Our counselor called it “stink’n think’n”.  The second thing that came to light was a past council meeting.  
Ruth Allen shared a devotion about all the daily blessings the Lord provides.  Sometimes so many that we 
miss them!  We need a mindset of holy abundance and open our eyes to God’s blessings.  So in the spirit of 
Thanksgiving I want to share a few of the blessings at First Covenant I’m grateful for: 

•  I’m thankful for the sweet faces of the Awana kids; 
•  I’m thankful for dedicated Discovery teachers; 
•  I’m thankful for Sarah and Darold who keep the “wheels” of the church turning; 
•  I’m thankful for our prayer warriors; 
•  I’m thankful for the leadership of pastors Marc and Mike along with their families; 
•  I’m thankful council members past, present and future; 
•  I’m thankful for a well in Zimbabwe; 
•  I’m thankful for songs of love during worship; 
•  I’m thankful for the smiles and innocence of the children’s sermon; 
•  I’m thankful to worship in America without persecution; 
•  I’m thankful First Covenant is spiritually and relationally rich; 
•  And I’m thankful for a God and savior that answers prayers without me knowing it! 

Now make your own abundance list then thank our Lord for your blessings! 

Thankfully in God’s care, 

Cory Doden 
Church Chair 

Stink’n Think’n 

Adult Discovery 
All the Adult Discovery Hour classes, Man Camp, Women's Class, and Dr. Jeremiah video series continue in 
November. The topics of Dr. Jeremiah will be guilt, temptation, anger, and resentment. 



November  6  Operation Christmas Child Night 

 13 Patriotic Night (Wear red, white and blue) 

 20 Thankful Night (Bring Food Shelf Items-list below**) 

27 No AWANA   Happy Thanksgiving! 
*Food shelf items to bring- Canned Fruit, Peanut Butter, Baked Beans, Black Beans, 
Cereal, Canned Tuna, Macaroni and Cheese, Rice, Bar Soap, Diapers, Laundry Detergent, Shampoo, Toilet Paper, Tooth-
paste. 

Operation Christmas Child Night 

        Check your closets and bring in your empty shoeboxes and misc items needed to fill boxes for the 
Awana kids to fill by November 6th! 

Awana Store Night 

         On December 18th, we will have our First Awana Store Night of the year.  This is a special time for 
the Sparks and T&T kids to "spend " their points that they have earned for attendance, memory work, 
bringing friends, wearing their uniform, and remembering to bring their handbook and bible each week.  
We are in need of new or gently used stuffed animals, toys, trinkets and games, in addition to candy.  
You can look at the clearance aisles at the store when you are shopping or clean out your hidden treas-
ures that you have not used!  Bring your donated items to Sarah's office marked "Awana Store". 

Keep in mind these are for Kindergarten through 5th grade kids. Thanks for your help.   

Awana 

Library Corner 

Lynn Austin is a favorite author by many, so we decided to Give a report on a series of 5 books written by 
her, "Chronicles of the Kings". She takes Bible characters in the Old Testament, King Ahaz, King Hezekiah, 
and others based solely on the Bible but inserts a storyline that makes for interesting reading. Even though 
you may have heard the stories in Sunday School and Bible Study, I found it very interesting reading and 
hard to put down. You learn so much about idol worship and how quickly God's people fell back into the pa-
gan religion. If this type of reading interests you, we have them in our church library among the new books. 
(PS. Note it would be best if you start with book #1) The First book is "Gods & Kings" - A novel. 

Volunteer and Service 

It has been a busy past couple months for our family as we have welcomed a new baby girl (Flannery!), shift-
ed back into homeschooling five kids, sports, extracurriculars, work, and all the rest of life that fits into the 
remaining cracks. I know many of you have experienced a similar shifting of seasons as well! First, I want to 
thank everyone who has stepped forward despite all of these things to give of their time, cooking abilities, 
and backs, to help with the many ministry events that the various Help Teams have assisted with over the 
past months. Second, I want to reach out to those who might be interested and able to try something new 
but haven't been contacted yet to see if they might be interested in helping. Your involvement can be as sim-
ple as bringing a dessert or side for our weekly Awana dinner. Don't worry - we don't need you to volunteer 
for the whole year. Even once or twice a year is a great help. If you are interested in how you might be able 
to give of your time or abilities in a small but meaningful way, please let me know!                           Rob Keehn  



Hope & Harbor Rotating Homeless Shelter 

Jesus Driven 

Jesus Driven has been up and running for over a year now and it has 
gone fast! In this time George has completed 30 car repairs and we 
have facilitated 6 car donations! Up until now, George has worked on 
cars after work and Amber has met with the clients. In the spring we 
made the decision to listen God’s call and as of November 15 George 
will be working for Jesus Driven and its mission full-time. Our goal is to share the love of Jesus first and meet 
clients’ needs while we do so. 

George will be taking on a majority of the administrative, car repair work, and client meetings for Jesus Driv-
en. Amber is staying at her current job but is going to help as much as possible with client meetings and 
grant proposals. 

Thank you all so much for your encouragement, prayers, and support! We are very excited for this big transi-
tion and would love to celebrate with our church family. Please join us for a celebratory open house at our 
new shop for food and fellowship on Nov. 23 from 11:00 AM-2:00 p.m. Invite your friends!  Please RSVP to 
the email address below or give us a call at 651-231-2281. jesusdriven7@gmail.com 

Directions to the shop:  111 Hill St Red Wing MN, 55066 is the nearest address to our shop. We will have 
signs up to direct you to parking and our shop. Directions from Highway 61:  Turn onto Hill St. by Subway 
(926 Main St.).  Turn Left onto Mechanic Way (gravel alley).  Shop is all the way down on the left. 

In Christ,  

George and Amber 

Note of Thanks 

I would like to thank you for all your care and concern that came my way during my hospitalization and re-

covery. I felt everyone’s prayers. I am doing better, taking it slow; hope to see all of you soon.      Nancy Wulff 

HOPE & HARBOR ROTATING HOMELESS SHELTER is coming to First Covenant Church in December!  What is 
Hope & Harbor, you ask?! It is an ecumenical ministry effort to provide emergency shelter to those experi-
encing homelessness in the greater Red Wing area.  Currently, there are very few resources available for the 
hundreds without shelter in Red Wing and only a small number can be helped at a given time due to the ex-
pense of rented spaces. 

So, this winter, six churches in Red Wing including First Covenant will be hosting guests in their buildings for 
one week at a time.  After one week the shelter moves to another church and another set of volunteers will 
host.  The shelter will run from the beginning of December to the end of February as a pilot program this 
year with the hope of expanding in the future. 

We need your help to host guests from all walks of life to greet, check-in, stay overnight, make a meal (either 
breakfast or lunch), or simply be hospitable.  We need approximately 6-8 people per night to run the shelter.  
If this is something that interests you please contact Pastor Marc.  This shelter and your acts of service will 
meet very real needs in Red Wing.  Please consider the possibility of helping to host Hope & Harbor in our 
church. 

mailto:jesusdriven7@gmail.com


For more than 60 years, Covenant World Relief (CWR) has been the Evangelical Covenant 
Church's response to human suffering and injustice in the world.  Through local partner-
ships, CWR invests in community development and responds to global disasters. 

Covenant World Relief's mission is to join God in loving, serving and working together with 
the poor, the powerless, and the marginalized.   We believe that the church is at its best 
when it serves the most vulnerable.   At this time, we are in the middle of the largest forced migration of 
people ever in recorded history Our Children's Discovery Hour offerings this year will be used to support 
CWR's Kids Helping KIds: Refugees Around the World project.  Also, this month we will be providing the con-
gregation the opportunity to prayerfully consider giving to support CWR's mission.   

General Fund / Building Fund YTD: 
42 weeks 2019 - $362,753 (14% under budget) 
42 weeks 2018 - $387,570 
 
 
 

Embrace Gathering 

Financial Secretary Update—42 Weeks 

Human sexuality … let’s talk about it.  As we promised at our congregational meeting in July, we want to fol-
low-up on a discussion prompted by the denominational decisions at the Covenant Annual Meeting around 
this topic. Admittedly, these are messy conversations to have and the tendency would be to avoid the messi-
ness.  But as followers of Jesus – someone who was always walking toward the messiness of the world – we 
should be better at ‘doing messy’ than most.  We get better at this as we engage in discussion, in learning 
opportunities, and with people who identify as LGBTQ.  We want to invite you to just such an opportunity, 
called Embrace, on Monday, November 4th from 6:30-8 p.m. at our church.  Embrace is the name of a set of 
resources to help churches gather around this topic in order to do healthy and helpful ministry.  As we cre-
ate the plan for this gathering, we’d also like to hear from you the answer to two questions: 

1) What do you need to talk about regarding human sexuality (ECC decisions, quandaries, personal 

feelings, etc)? 

2) What would you like to learn (how to relate, biblical understanding, the struggle for LGBTQ peo-

ple, etc.)? 

You can email your response to marc@redwingfirstcov.org  Thank you so much for seriously considering 
these questions and your being a part of this gathering. How we respond to the question of human sexuality 
and to people who identify as LGBTQ matters tremendously in our witness for Christ in the world.   Join us! 

Month of September: 
5 weeks 2019 - $39,810 
4 weeks 2018 - $35,856 

Month of October (to date): 
Needed monthly for budget - $43,700 
3 weeks 2019 - $27,523 
3 weeks 2018 - $30,860 

Mission of the Month—Covenant World Relief 





1st Cheryl Gardzinski 

3rd  Eunice Ashbaugh 

7th Jan Jordahl, Tracey Carlisle 

8th  Heather Lange 

9th Cheryl Eisert, Marcus Gardzinski 

10th Dale Ulrich 

12th Susan Goetz, Dave Carlisle 

 Hannah and Katie Beaulieu 

13th Sherri Fox 

14th Vivian Hoseck, Coleen Thomas 

15th Rose Gray, Mark Tesdall, Sonya Byrne, 

 Corrinne Enberg, Eleanor Kennebeck 

16th Fran Sheplee 

17th Duane Freiheit  

18th Marilyn Cook, Riley Larson,  

 Rachel Walter  

20th Bill Mason 

23rd Lori Treptow  

24th Kathy Johnson 

26th Sören Svedvik 

27th Sharon Loquai 

30th Tim Droogsma, Tessa Heineman 

Prayer is a vital part of the life of our church.  In order to help us focus on praying for one another, 
please use our list of birthday friends in each month’s Messenger to pray for them and their families. 
There will be enough names to pray for someone throughout the month.  Let’s make praying for one 

another a means of encouragement to us all! 

First Covenant Church 
2302 Twin Bluff Road 
Red Wing, MN 55066 
651-388-2385 
www.redwingfirstcov.org 

Remembering Our Birthday Friends with Prayer 


