
I recently started a leadership book called Canoeing the Mountains by Tod Bol-
singer.  It uses the account of the Lewis and Clark Expedition and their endeavor 
to explore the western portion of our country to talk about how to lead the 
church in a context that no longer has a map to follow.  Today, living in a world 
where almost every place on Earth has seen human footsteps it boggles the 
mind to think that only a few generations ago everything from the Mississippi to 
the west coast was literally unknown.  It is also amazing to think about the fact 
that we are a part of this story.  We are the products and recipients of immigra-
tion, exploration, and innovation. 
I’ve been thinking about this as another year of ministry is under way and con-
sidering how our vision to Connect to God, One Another, and the World is lived 
out.  It is a privilege to be part of a church that has existed for 144 years (1874-
2018) of history and blessing and faithfulness – God’s and our spiritual ances-
tors.  This is what we talk about in the New Member Class – our story, how we 
are shaped by those who have gone before us, and our responsibility to be faith-
ful to what God has done for us all. 
When I taught Confirmation sometime during the first couple weeks of a new 
class I put a timeline on the board.  It started at Creation, moved through Moses 
bringing Israel into the Promised Land, the death and resurrection of Jesus, and 
the beginning of the Church.  I then extended the line to include the beginning of 
the Covenant Church, my birth, and the births of the students.  All of this is to 
show that we are part of God’s story – part of something far bigger than our-
selves. 
We have inherited a story that was told before we were ever born.  It is a story 
of God’s all-inclusive redemption of Creation.  “In the beginning, God …” (Gen. 1) 
begins the story.  “Christ died… was buried … and raised again on the third 
day…” (1 Cor. 15) it continues.  And in the end it is a “new heaven and new 
earth” where “God’s dwelling place is among his people” (Rev. 21) for all those 
who believe.  To be part of this story is an amazing gift – a gift of grace.  When I 
stop long enough to let this sink in I am overwhelmed and feel an awesome re-
sponsibility to give my best in doing justice to this gift.  Maybe that’s what Fanny 
Crosby was feeling when she penned one of her most famous hymns about this 
gift and her own feeling of responsibility to respond. 
 The Gift: 

Blessed assurance Jesus is mine!  Oh what a foretaste of glory divine. 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 
The Response: 
This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long. 
This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long. 

As U.S. citizens we are products and recipients of immigration, exploration, and 
innovation.  As Christians we are part of an even bigger story – products and re-
cipients of creation, redemption, and continued blessing by God’s Holy Spirit.  
That kind of a gift deserves a response – not only a song to be sung but a life to 
be lived.                 Grace & Peace,   Marc 

Part of Something Bigger 
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Quick, what’s the most desperate prayer you ever prayed?  What was a time when your back was against 
the wall, you were at the end of your rope and seemingly out of options?  Maybe you’ve been to our 
Adult Discovery class on the Intersection of Health and Faith and can relate to fervently praying for God’s 
grace during a medical emergency.   
 
Being a bit of a history buff I know another intersection of faith and life is when our men and women are 
sent to war.  The saying goes “there is no atheist in a foxhole” was ingrained in my mind during the 
opening scene of the movie “Saving Private Ryan”. It depicted the landing craft chugging toward Nor-
mandy with soldiers praying zealously for safety and victory as they jumped into the blood stained sea.  
Another recent story I read profiled a British soldier’s desperate prayer after his ship was sunk by a Japa-
nese Zero. A paraphrased synopsis from 19 year old sailor, Maurice Pink follows: 
 
“There are times in your life when things don’t go right and you feel 
all alone. That happened to me on December 10, 1941, when I was on 
the battle cruiser HMS Repulse with the nearby HMS Prince of Wales. 
We were attacked by the Japanese air force, which resulted in both 
ships being sunk. I found myself alone in the water, not able to see 
anyone else. It was then that the Twenty-third Psalm came into my 
head, and I realized I was not alone. I had a Shepherd. The Lord was 
my Shepherd; I did not need to want. I was not in green pastures, but in oily waters; but He restored my 
soul. Even though I was walking in the shadow of death, I was to fear no evil for He was with me. 
 
The rod and staff did not ring a bell with me until voices above me were shouting. Looking up there was a 
big destroyer alongside me, HMS Electra, with nets over the side, which allowed me to climb up to safety. 
That was my rod and staff. I didn’t have a table set before me, but I did get a cup of the ship’s cocoa. 
 
Since that day goodness and mercy have followed me all the days of my life, and when I think back to 
that day, I wonder what would have happened if I had died. There again, the psalm had the answer: I 
would dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  Thank you, Lord, for being my Shepherd and for the Twenty
-third Psalm.” 
 
So as we begin this month of November let’s remember these lessons from Maurice Pink and all our men 
and women in the armed forces: 

Let us thank and pray for our veterans not only on November 11th but every day. 
Remember we have a faithful and ever present Lord in our best times, and our worst days. 
Pray with the faith, hope and fervor with your favorite verses from the best book in the world! 

 
God bless all the prayer warriors at First Covenant, 
 
Cory Doden 
Church Chair 

Faith When the Going Gets Tough 



November  7  Patriotic Night (Wear red, white and blue) 

 14 Thankful Night (Bring Food Shelf Items-list below**) 

21 No AWANA   Happy Thanksgiving! 

28 Operation Christmas Child Night 

*Food shelf items to bring- Canned Fruit, Peanut Butter, Baked Beans, Black Beans, Cereal, Canned Tuna, Macaroni and 
Cheese, Rice, Bar Soap, Diapers, Laundry Detergent, Shampoo, Toilet Paper, Toothpaste. 

Operation Christmas Child Night 

        Check your closets and bring in your empty shoeboxes and misc items needed to fill boxes for the 
Awana kids to fill by November 25th! 

Awana Store Night 

         On December 19th, we will have our First Awana Store Night of the year.  This is a special time for 
the Sparks and T&T kids to "spend " their points that they have earned for attendance, memory work, 
bringing friends, wearing their uniform, and remembering to bring their handbook and bible each week.  
We are in need of new or gently used stuffed animals, toys, trinkets and games, in addition to candy.  
You can look at the clearance aisles at the store when you are shopping or clean out your hidden treas-
ures that you have not used!  Bring your donated items to Sarah's office marked "Awana Store". 

Keep in mind these are for Kindergarten through 5th grade kids. Thanks for your help.   

Awana 

Library Corner 

We are suggesting a recently acquired book which is a sequel to "Kisses from Katie". The title of this 
book is "Daring to Hope". It is a true story of a young girl who had a special call from God to minister in 
Uganda. She is quite a gal, to leave her American home and family and comfortable lifestyle to literally 
go into an African area that was very depressed and start a school and adopt 13 Uganda girls to be her 
family. Just caring for them, enrolling them in a school, and giving them family.  She has titled it to 
"holding onto Hope in Hard times". It is truly an interesting read and keeps your interest throughout her 
story. (She started the school also!) After an unexpected tragedy shook her family, Katie began to won-
der, Is God really good? Does He really love us? “Daring to Hope” is an invitation to cling to the God of 
the impossible - the God who whispers His love to us in the quiet and mundane, when our prayers are 
not answered the way we want. Check out your church library! We have something for everyone. 

MOPS/MOMSnext Wreath Fundraiser 

MOPS and MOMSnext have coordinated their Wreath Fundraiser with Sargent’s Nursery this year. Stop 
by the church office to see what is available for your Christmas decorating or gifts. Besides ordering 
wreaths and poinsettias, Sargent gifts cards are also available in $10 or $20 amounts (used on anything 
and never expire). Orders are due by Saturday, November 3rd by emailing redwingmops@gmail.com or 
calling/texting Nicole at 715-556-2963. Items and gift cards can be picked up at Sargent’s Nursery any-
time from November 15 - December 15. Thank you for supporting MOPS/MOMSnext. 





1st Cheryl Gardzinski 

3rd  Eunice Ashbaugh 

7th Jan Jordahl, Tracey Carlisle 

8th  Heather Lange 

9th Cheryl Eisert, Marcus Gardzinski 

10th Dale Ulrich 

12th Susan Goetz, Dave Carlisle 

 Hannah and Katie Beaulieu 

13th Sherri Fox 

14th Vivian Hoseck, Coleen Thomas 

15th Rose Gray, Mark Tesdall, Sonya Byrne, 

 Corrinne Enberg, Eleanor Kennebeck 

16th Fran Sheplee 

17th Duane Freiheit  

18th Marilyn Cook, Phil Hilden, Riley Larson, 

 Rachel Walter  

20th Bill Mason 

23rd Lori Treptow  

24th Kathy Johnson 

26th Sören Svedvik 

27th Sharon Loquai, Masen Fish 

28th  Karen Nagel 

30th Tim Droogsma, Tessa Heineman 

Prayer is a vital part of the life of our church.  In order to help us focus on praying for one another, 
please use our list of birthday friends in each month’s Messenger to pray for them and their families. 
There will be enough names to pray for someone throughout the month.  Let’s make praying for one 

another a means of encouragement to us all! 

First Covenant Church 
2302 Twin Bluff Road 
Red Wing, MN 55066 
651-388-2385 
www.redwingfirstcov.org 

Remembering Our Birthday Friends with Prayer 


