
Now thank we all our God, with hearts and hands and voices 
Who wondrous things have done, in whom the world rejoices. 
Who from our mother’s arms, hath blest us on our way 
With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 
 

You would assume that these words were written during some time of great 
victory.  In reality, the opposite is true.  Martin Rinkart, a Lutheran minister in 
Eilenburg, Germany wrote this uplifting hymn in 1617 amidst his country’s 
darkest moment. Eilenburg was a walled city that became a place of refuge 
and safety for thousands of refugees during the Thirty Years’ War that raged 
throughout Germany following the Protestant Revolution.  Overcrowded and 
under-supplied with food, sanitary facilities, and medical care, the walled city 
became a city of death.  Plagues and deadly diseases infested the crowded 
streets and homes, claiming the lives of hundreds of victims.  In the midst of 
their constant pain and suffering, Rinkart cared for and tended to parishion-
ers faithfully.  During the three decades he also composed over sixty hymns 
of faith and hope.  He encouraged the people to see that their circumstances 
were temporary, while God’s blessings were eternal, going beyond earth’s 
difficulties.  It was this confidence that saw him through the plague of 1637 in 
which all the other pastors had died or run away. Rinkhart was left alone to 
bury close to 4,500 men, women, and children sometimes conducting up to 
forty-five funerals a day; the dead also included his wife.  It was during this 
time that Rinkhart wrote this hymn which includes the words:  All praise and 
thanks to God, the Father now be given, the Son and Him who reigns with 
them in highest heaven.  The one eternal God, whom heaven and earth adore; 
for thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore.” 

When I think about a story like this one I wonder what it takes to live a thank-
filled life – to allow, as the Psalmist says, “his praise [to be] always on my 
lips” (Ps. 34:1). Or as Paul says to his congregations “Rejoice in the Lord al-
ways” (Phil. 4:4) and “give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for 
you in Christ Jesus” (1 Thess. 5:18). 

It’s seems that in order to live this way, our perspective, or what comes into 
focus as we view our world and our lives, must change.  As another German 
statesman, Konrad Adenauer sagely observed, “We all live under the same 
sky, but we don’t all have the same horizon.”  But Christians should. Rinkhart 
and the apostle Paul obviously did. Their horizon was Christ. 

Now this does not happen automatically.  Much like looking at those Magic 
Eye pictures where staring at the picture long enough brings a previously hid-
den picture into view, it takes practice to not lose sight of the image.  It takes 
practice to rejoice in the Lord always, now matter our circumstance. 

       (continue on top Page 3) 
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So, here’s a challenge.  Give thanks … on every occasion possible; and write down the things for which 
you are thankful.  Write them on napkins, receipts, bathroom mirrors, in children’s lunch boxes, a note-
book you take with you (everywhere), your journal, on Facebook, at the end of email.  Make it a practice 
before meals, before bed, before getting in the car, before church, before cheerleading practice.  Give 
thanks in the checkout line, at the stop light, while on hold with the cable company. 

For 28 days in November find a way to make thanks a way of living … then at your Thanksgiving table 
share your lists, stories, and the way God showed up.  I dare you.  See if that doesn’t shift your horizon … 
and your heart. 

Grace & Peace, Marc 

Now Thank We All Our God (cont.) 

Highlights for the 55th Annual Meeting of Lake Beauty 
The Ulrichs had the honor of attending the Lake Beauty 
Bible Camp Annual Meeting on October 14th.  What a 
beautiful time to be at camp! Forty-three delegates 
attended, representing 24 churches.  In addition to the 
annual meeting, the camp was busy playing host to 
three additional groups, and a late afternoon wedding 
for the director’s son.    

At the meeting, we were updated on how God was at work in the hearts of both the staff and the camp-
ers this past summer. The theme was “Set Free” based on Galatians 5:1. They also introduced us to the 
upcoming theme for 2018, which is based on John 8:32 and will build on the previous year’s theme. 

Some very good things to know about our camp is that for the last 10 years the camp has been in the 
black.  This past February was the first time in 51 years that they have not needed to dip into their line of 
credit to make ends meet prior to the busy camping season.  

We were also introduced to the new Camp Director, Jason Fischer, and heard updates from the Solid 
Rock Director, Tyler Menssen.  Solid Rock currently has nine students enrolled in their one-year disciple-
ship program.  He also let us know of a loan program from National Covenant Properties which is availa-
ble to students and parents of Solid Rock students at a low interest rate.  He encouraged all of us to in-
vite him at any time to come to our home churches and youth groups so he may communicate and pro-
mote the vision of Solid Rock. 

Last year it was approved that in 2018, churches support per member will increase from $15 to $20.  The 
purpose of this increase is to keep the cost of camp stable, and to account for the increase in the sum-
mer staff salary to $1720, which was implemented this past summer.  

Check out www.lbbc.com for updates and ways to support our wonderful Lake Beauty Bible Camp! 

Dale & Ginny Ulrich 

http://www.lbbc.com


Do you feel like you’re at the end of your rope but not sure which end?  Do you ever feel there’s too 
much task at the end of the time?  Too many bills at the end of the money?  Or you can’t even find the 
tunnel, let alone the light at the end of tunnel… For sure we all have periods in our life like that and I es-
pecially pray for our young hyper-scheduled church families! 

This month I watched an excellent sermon series called “Breathing Room” by Andy Stanley on RightNow 
video.  (By the way if you aren’t connected to RightNow you are missing a treasure of great sermons and 
video bible studies.  See me if you need help getting signed up.) In this 4 part series Stanley looks at our 
current go-go 24/7 connected daily lives and how it leaves no room financially, emotionally, physically 
and spiritually for – breathing room.  He offers excellent biblical advice and I won’t elaborate but I do 
urge you to watch these four 15 minute segments.  

As I watched these sermons it relates to our church life also.  You see our council and pastors are heavily 
involved in what I whimsically call “budgeting season”.  It’s a time of year where we put our wish lists on 
the table and then ask God’s discernment for clarity, alignment and focus on how His gifts shall be used 
in the next year.  There are so many great missions to support, so many wonderful ministries to main-
tain, and so many fabulous worship opportunities to consider. As well, many in our congregation have 
huge spirit filled hearts passionate for their cause.  In fact just this week I’ve been asked three times if 
our church can support this “new” ministry.  So as our council plans for next year we pray for clarity on 
these tough questions: 

· Do we have the resources (time, money, talent) to add more ministries? 

· Do new ministries replace old ones? (Ones with deep personal roots in our church.) 

· Are we spread too thin over too many areas to be really effective to those we serve?  

· Is “less actually more”? 

In reality Stanley’s message resonates with individuals, families and churches – we can’t do it all.  And if 
we don’t leave spiritual breathing room how can we hear the Lord?  How can we feel His Holy presence?  
And how can we do His will if we are too busy doing ours…   

May you breathe God’s blessings, 

Cory Doden, Church Chair 

Breathing Room 

Awana 

November   1        Super Hero Night- Bring a Friend Night (3x points)  

  8  Inside Out Night (Wear clothes Inside Out) 

 15 Thankful Night (Bring Food Shelf Items-list below**) 

22 No AWANA   Happy Thanksgiving! 

29 Operation Christmas Child Night 

** Food shelf items to bring- Canned Fruit, Peanut Butter, Baked Beans, Black Beans, Cereal, Canned Tuna, Macaroni and 
Cheese, Rice, Bar Soap, Diapers, Laundry Detergent, Shampoo, Toilet Paper, Toothpaste. 

 



“Imagine a world in which two billion Christians embrace the whole gospel--
each doing a part to complete God’s stunning vision of a reclaimed and re-
deemed world, the kingdom of God among us. Picture armies of compassion 
stationed in every corner of our world, doing small things with great love.” - 
taken from The Hole in Our Gospel , by Richard Stearns. 
 

Our Mission of the Month is Covenant World Relief. Covenant World Relief 
(“CWR”) has been the Evangelical Covenant’s response to human suffering and 
injustice in the world for more than 60 years. Through disaster relief and community development, we 
partner in the transformation of individuals, families, and communities. The mission of CWR is to join 
God in living, serving, and working together with the poor, the powerless, and the marginalized. 
 

Presently, the Children’s Discovery Hour is dedicating their offerings to reach out to children and their 
families who have experienced disasters (such as wars, hurricanes, floods, wildfires, etc.) through Cove-
nant World Relief. Also, our entire church body will also be able to further the ministry of Covenant 
World Relief to our hurting world through a special offering in the month of November. 

Covenant World Relief—Mission of the Month 

Every church greeter should have a cheat sheet of quick tips.  Turn this into a quick bookmark or printable. 

#1: Pray 

Pray for your service as greeter 

Pray for the people you’ll impact 

Pray for doing your work well. 

#2: Observe 

Expect needs and meet them. 

Help the bewildered. 

Watch for friction points and fix them. 

Notice first time visitors you don’t know. 

#3: Initiate 

Look for people you don’t know. 

Take steps to talk with them and visit. 

Listen and suggest next step for their growth. 

 

Five Verbs for Every Church Greeter 

#4: Smile 

Imagine you are being photographed 

Your own body language 

Personal Hygiene 

Eye contact 

#5: Serve 

Promptness in showing up on time 

Always greeting even if not on duty 

Attitude affects actions 



Gutters and downspouts will be installed along the length 
of the east side of the gym before the end of December. 

The 5th and 6th grade students planted the boulevard trees 
on 1 October, a big thank you to them. 

The roofs on the sanctuary and garage were inspected for 
hail damage by our insurance company and they did have 
hail damage.  Estimates from roofing companies have 
been requested.  The work to replace the shingles will be 
done next spring.  The roofs are not currently leaking.   

The garage will be cleaned on 28 October.  The stuff in the 
garage will be sorted and either kept or disposed off.  

Paul Resel 

Building and Grounds Update 
Covenant Trust Company is growing. 
We’re growing because more and more 
people are recognizing the need to in-
vest and save for retirement. We’re 
growing because more and more people 
understand the importance of estate 
planning for their families. We’re grow-
ing because more and more people 
want to affect change in their communi-
ty and in the world, and so more people 
are giving charitably to First Covenant 
Church and other Covenant ministries.  

We know we do more than simply man-
age our clients’ money and investments: 
we’re helping them provide, care for, 
and support the people and ministries 
that are most important to them. And 
because what we do affects so many 
lives, we don’t view our work as just a 
job – we see it as a ministry. We see it 
as an opportunity to bring our clients 
peace of mind. 

We’re growing because we want to pro-
vide unparalleled personal care for our 
clients. We’re growing because we 
know that our clients’ goals are vitally 
important and we want to do our best 
to support them. We’re growing be-
cause we desire to serve more and 
more people who need help and direc-
tion when it comes to investing, retire-
ment planning, estate planning, and 
charitable giving. 

One of the greatest joys we experience 
as a company is seeing how our clients’ 
generosity and forethought positively 
impact them, their families, and the 
ministries they support. It is rewarding 
when clients tell us they worry less 
about their finances and can focus on 
the things they love and enjoy because 
of our ministry.  You may contact one of 
the Financial Service Representatives. 

Covenant Trust Co. 

Lydia Circle 

Lydia Circle will be meeting on Tuesday, November 14 at 
6:30 pm in the Discipleship room. We are listening to and 
discussing Timothy Keller's series The Reason for God. All 
women are welcome to attend! For more information, con-
tact Gail Devery at 763-438-0728 | gfwinds@yahoo.com. 

Library Corner 

This month we would like to interest you in two books that 
are authored by several. THE BARTERED BRIDE COLLEC-
TION is nine historical stories of arranged Marriages. In this 
exclusive collection of nine historical romances, readers 
will discover the true conquering power of love. Filled with 
inspiration and faith, each story will transport readers to a 
different era of American History. 

THE FARMER'S BRIDE COLLECTION - Six Romances spring 
from Hearts, Home and Harvest. From Minnesota to Flori-
da, New York to Kansas, and Ohio to Louisiana, heroic men 
and women make sacrifices in order to create a home, 
bring in the harvest, and secure a future for the next gen-
eration. But will Love, friendship, and faith also flourish out 
of the land God entrusts to them? Definitely compelling 
reading. Hope to see you in the Library. 

Jan Jordahl 

Library Committee 

mailto:gfwinds@yahoo.com




1st Cheryl Gardzinski and Charlie Estabrooks 

3rd  Eunice Ashbaugh 

7th Jan Jordahl, Tracey Carlisle 

8th  Jan Nelson 

9th Cheryl Eisert, Marcus Gardzinski 

10th Dale Ulrich 

12th Susan Goetz, Dave Carlisle 

 Hannah and Katie Beaulieu 

14th Vivian Hoseck, Coleen Thomas 

15th Corrinne Enberg, Rose Gray, 

             Mark Tesdall, Sonya Byrne 

16th Fran Sheplee 

17th Duane Freiheit  

18th Marilyn Cook, Phil Hilden, Riley Larson, 

 Rachel Walter  

19th Emily Estabrooks 

20th Bill Mason 

23rd Lori Treptow  

24th Kathy Johnson 

26th Sören Svedvik 

27th Sharon Loquai, Masen Fish 

28th  Karen Nagel 

30th Tim Droogsma and Tessa Heineman 

Prayer is a vital part of the life of our church.  In order to help us focus on praying for one another, 
please use our list of birthday friends in each month’s Messenger to pray for them and their families. 
There will be enough names to pray for someone throughout the month.  Let’s make praying for one 

another a means of encouragement to us all! 

First Covenant Church 
2302 Twin Bluff Road 
Red Wing, MN 55066 
651-388-2385 
www.redwingfirstcov.org 

Remembering Our Birthday Friends with Prayer 


