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We'd like to invite you to join us for the journey of the ages as we explore the biblical story over 50
days and 8 Sundays. By reading approximately 1-2 chapters a day and watching a few 5-8 minute
videos each week, you'll discover the answers to some of life's biggest questions: Why are we
here? Why is there so much pain and suffering? Will life ever get better? Through this journey,
you'll also come to a better, more helpful understanding of the Christian faith and the beauty of its
promise for the world.
The first reading on this journey begins Sunday, March 13th. You’ll want to watch the pre-series
videos the week before the first Sunday. After this series is complete, we’ll make it available as a
group study that can be completed by your small group anytime you choose.
A printed copy of the daily readings will be available at the church Welcome Desk but all the readings, videos, and group discussion guides are on our website at the link above. It’s designed to
work well on your mobile phone. All videos are from the Bible Project. All readings have links to
Bible Gateway. And, you can even check off the readings as you go and your device will remember
where you left off.
Sunday messages will include the following.
3-13 Creating Eden
3-20 The Promise
3-27 The People of God
4-03 The Exile
4-10 Jesus (Palm Sunday)
4-15 The Cross (Good Friday)
4-17 The Resurrection (Easter)
4-24 The New People of God
5-01 Restoring Eden
As we enter the season of Lent beginning March 2, I encourage you to reflect on our condition as
humans, pray for God’s kingdom to come on earth as it is in heaven and prepare your hearts to reflect on the cross of Christ and his glorious resurrection.
I’m also looking forward to seeing you at the Church Potluck on March 6th after the second service
and the Sharing the Gospel Workshop on March 13th, 5:00-8:00 PM.
With love and joy,
Pastor Jim

Red Wing Food Shelf - Mission Awareness of the Month
The Red Wing Food Shelf, located at 1755 Old West Main, has as its mission to "Secure and Distribute
Nutritious Food to Individuals and Households in Need." In 2021, they served an average of 155 households per month. Nearly half of the clients are working individuals, and approximately 44% are children
under 18.
The Minnesota Foodshare March Campaign brings together faith communities, organizations, businesses and individuals to help keep 300 food shelves
throughout the year. 100% of donations received by Minnesota Foodshare
during the March campaign goes into the food fund, and a portion comes
back to the Red Wing Food Shelf. The March campaign begins February 28th
and runs until April 10th. Kathy Johnson and Crystal Olson will be coordinating the Food Drive Campaign for First Covenant, with places for donations
clearly marked. Please drop off food items and/or cash donations. for each
$1.00 donated, Red Wing Food Shelf can purchase $3.00 worth of food from
Channel One Food Bank in Rochester.

Congregational Care
Chapter 9 in the gospel of Mark is a very fast moving, tightly written section with a number of pointed
lessons that Jesus teaches his disciples. It starts out with Jesus being transformed and talking with Elijah
and Moses right before the eyes of Peter, James and John which stuns them. After this amazing happening, which they were told by Jesus not to talk about until after his resurrection, they come down the
mountain to see a huge crowd and the disciples in discussion with religious leaders. When the crowd
was asked by Jesus what is happening, a man from the crowd steps forward and explains that he brought
his son for healing who had a mute, deaf spirit that the disciples could not cast out. Jesus heals the son,
but the disciples question Jesus about why they couldn't cast this evil spirit out, after all Jesus had given
them authority to do this earlier. Jesus explains that "there is no way to get rid of this kind of demon except by prayer." (v. 29) Then the action continues - they leave there and are on their way to Capernaum. Jesus tells them again that he will be killed and after three days rise again, but the disciples didn't
know what he was talking about and were afraid to ask. Verse 33 begins "They came to Capernaum. When he was safe at home, he asked them, "What were you discussing on the road?" The silence
was deafening - they had been arguing with one another over who among them was greatest. He sat
down and summoned the Twelve. "So, you want first place? Then take the last place. Be the servant of
all. He put a child in the middle of the room. Then, cradling the little one in his arms, he said, 'Whoever
embraces one of these children as I do embraces me, and far more than me - God who sent me.'" (The
Message, Mark 9: 1 - 37)
So, what does this have to do with Congregational Care? Jesus was teaching the disciples that
"greatness" wasn't dependent on anything but how we serve others, even the littlest people among
us. We are valued by the Creator Lord of the Universe who through his love and servanthood teaches us
how to love and serve. We take care of and serve the people the Lord puts in front of us because in doing the little things, the meals, the calls, the transportation, the visits, we do it and embrace Jesus and
the God who sent him. Let us go and serve.
Char Hayes, Congregational Care

Volunteer and Service
It has been exciting to see many new faces at First Covenant Church. Volunteering is a great way to get
plugged into our church, feel like part of our community, and serve Jesus Christ at the same time. At this
time, we have opportunities working on a HELP team. If you would like more information or would like
to add your name to this ministry, please email me at denisedoden@gmail.com or call 651-380-4381.
Let's get everyone together for lunch at the church potluck!

A-D brings relish or bread/rolls
E-I brings salads
J-R brings main dishes
S-Z brings desserts

Student Ministries News
Fusion: After School Gathering for Students
Tuesdays | 4:00-5:30 pm | First Covenant Church
This year has had lots of opportunities for growth and learning. Fusion has provided us with some
wonderful opportunities to love and serve students in our community. At this time, it appears
that our group of high school students are less interested in learning experiences. Therefore, Fusion has pivoted to be more focused on spending time with students, developing relationships,
and having intentional conversations. We are excited about this temporary shift and anticipate
some changes coming in the coming months as we plan for next year.
Young Life
Mondays starting January 17| 7:32-8:32 | First Covenant Church
Monday night Clubs have been a wonderful success. Each week, new students are joining us and are
hearing us preach and show the Gospel of Christ. After Club, several students and leaders head over to
culvers for more conversations and more fun. These last couple of weeks, every student that has come
to Club has been joining us at culvers as well. We are looking forward to heading to camp this summer
from July 28-August 3rd. Registrations are limited so get signed up at redwing.younglife.org soon. Some
fundraisers have started, so it is important to get signed up soon to take full advantage of these great
opportunities.
Hunter Melton

Lake Beauty Bible Camp Summer Registration
‘Now to him who is able to do above and beyond all that we ask or think according to the power that works in
us– to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.’
Eph. 3:20-21 (CSB)

The theme this year is "Limitless". There’s nothing that can stop God in His pursuit of a relationship with
us. But who is this God – the Father, the Son, the Spirit? God is beyond a limit, and we are on this journey to figure that out and see where the Lord can take you and what he can do.
Our church has a long history of sending many students to Lake Beauty Bible Camp (LBBC) in Long
Prairie, MN each summer. LBBC is part of the Evangelical Covenant Church, and it has been an impactful
spiritual experience for many students from First Covenant Church. Students 1st through 12th grade are
invited to LBBC. It is time for new and returning campers to sign up for this life changing experience
filled with camp activities, fun, and spiritual guidance! Friends are also welcome to register using the
codes too.
We at First Covenant Church do our best to make sure that camp is available to anyone that desires to
go! Thanks to the generous support of our church family, we will again be able to offer a 50% discount
off the early bird registration fee! Should you need more financial support, please contact our church
office. Carpooling groups will be arranged for each session to help accommodate transportation needs.
Please register online by April 5 to receive the early bird discount! We send our students to the "Pepin
District" weeks, which are indicated below. Contact the church office for the code and use the code
when you register online to receive the discount.
CAMP SESSION

GRADES

DATES

Frontier Kids Week 2

Completed grades 1-3

July 7-9

Trailblazer Week 2

Completed grades 3-5

June 26-30

Junior High Week 1

Completed grades 6-8

June 12-17

Senior High

Completed grades 9-12

July 31-Aug 5

Contact Sarah in the office if you have any questions or concerns.
(651) 388-2385 | assistant@redwingfirstcov.org

Meet the 2022-2023 Council Members
At the Annual Congregational Meeting on February 6th we elected 10 leaders to serve on our
Council. All but one was up for reelection. (Volunteer & Service)

Jay Van Loon
Treasurer

Chad Hanson
Financial Secretary

Jeff Hanson
Building & Grounds

Tom Zenzen
Evangelism & Missions

Julie Malyon
Secretary

Tim Schmidt
Vice-Chair

Todd Mehrkens
Chair

Rebecca Beaulieu

Char Hayes

Christian Formation

Congregational Care

Denise Doden
Volunteer & Service

Candace Bean
Worship & Music

Library Corner
We were wondering if any of you are getting tired of winter? May we suggest stopping in at the Church
Library and pick up a book, check it out and spend some time on these long cold days reading a good
book.
We have many biographies of Great Christians. These are not long or hard to read. We hope we have a
book that interests you. Books inspire us to grow in our faith. We would have to say we are in competition with the books you can buy online but, we still like holding the book in hand.
Library Committee

Offering Comparison
2022 Budget: ($9,392/week needed)
8 weeks 2022 - $57,091
(-24% under budget)
8 weeks 2021 - $69,935
8 weeks 2020 - $84,568
February Comparison:
3 weeks 2022 - $21,866
3 weeks 2021 - $26,188
3 weeks 2020 - $27,750

Sharing the Gospel Workshop | Sunday, March 13 | 5:00 – 8:00 p.m.

This workshop, led by Pastor Jim, will provide training for an organic, non-confrontational, relational approach to blessing those in your natural circles, listening to and loving them without judgment, asking helpful
and supportive questions, discerning if their skepticism is intellectual or emotional, then connecting their story to God’s story by sharing your story and turning the Gospel Dial with practical language and a pathway for
leading them to Christ.

REMEMBERING OUR BIRTHDAY FRIENDS

3rd

Matthew Lu

21st

Tom Anderson

4th

Penny Droogsma, Paul Olson

24th

Jeff Hanson

5th

Joe Larson

25th

Anthony Mason, Cody Roschen

7th

Nikki Roschen

26th

Judy Nelson

8th

Lori Johnson, Ron Tesdall

27th

Pam Peterson

10th

Rose Larson

28th

Todd Mehrkens

11th

Lori Hart

29th

Lydia Mason

14th

Ryan Alpers

30th

Diane Goudy

16th

Hope Coffey

31st

Brandon Evans

20th

Millie Mehrkens

Prayer is a vital part of the life of our church. In order to help us focus on praying for one another,
please use our list of birthday friends in each month’s Messenger to pray for them and their families. There will be enough names to pray for someone throughout the month.
Let’s make praying for one another a means of encouragement to us all!

BLENDED SERVICE 8:30AM

|

First Covenant Church
2302 Twin Bluff Road
Red Wing, MN 55066
651-388-2385
www.redwingfirstcov.org

CONTEMPORARY SERVICE 10:00AM

