
   As I write this, winter is throwing its full weight around outside; it’s hard even 
to see Twin Bluff Rd from where I sit in my office because of the blowing snow.  
This reminds me of an illustration about Midwest farmers from Parker Palmer in 
his book A Hidden Wholeness.  Apparently, farmers would often prepare for bliz-
zards by tying a rope from the back door of their house out to a barn as a guide 
to ensure they could return safely home.  These blizzards came quickly and 
fiercely and were highly dangerous.  When their full force was blowing, a farmer 
could not see the end of his or her hand.  Many froze to death in those blizzards, 
disoriented by their inability to see.  They wandered in circles, lost sometimes in 
their own backyards.  If they lost their grip on the rope, it became impossible for 
them to find their way home.  Some froze within feet of their own front door, 
never realizing how close they were to safety.  To this day in parts of Canada and 
the Great Plains meteorologists counsel people that, to avoid getting lost in the 
blinding snow when they venture outside, they tie one end of a long rope to the 
house and grasp the other end firmly. 
   It strikes me that many have lost their way spiritually in the whiteout of the 
blizzard swirling around us.  Blindness is caused by any number of things:  saying 
yes to too many things or having too many demands on our lives, running after 
perfection or always trying to be good enough to matter, the idolatry of work or 
family, making leisure time or comfort our highest virtue.  Whatever it is, we 
find ourselves spiritually alone, confused, and not able to see our way back 
home when we fail to tether ourselves to the Father.  We are all in desperate 
need of a rope.  That connection is found in prayer – prayers for help, of praise, 
of silence, of lament, for courage, for understanding and the like.   
   It is our intention to make prayer central to everything we do at First Cove-
nant. In fact, without that connection we can do a lot of good things but never 
actually do the right things.  We will have lost the forest for the trees or lost 
sight of our true home blinded by our own business for God.   
   To that end, we will be offering more opportunities for prayer on Sunday 
mornings as well as throughout the week and year.  To begin with, I invite you to 
pray with (and for) Mike and me 15 minutes before each service in the Prayer 
Room (below the Library).  You will also notice and increased emphasis on cor-
porate prayer during worship as well.  This will include mini-prayer vigils offering 
silent and out-loud prayers for needs around us, times to share praises and peti-
tions, chances to quietly discern God’s heart, and simply offering the names of 
those who need the Lord.  I’d also like to invite you to be a part of our “Third 
Thursday” gatherings from 8:15-9:00 a.m. in my office as we lift up concerns 
within our church, community, and world.  And lastly, I offer two other opportu-
nities to gather with other church members and those in the community to pray 
respectively.  On Tuesday, April 2nd at 6:30 p.m. we will gather to pray for our 
church and our mission in Red Wing and then on Palm Sunday evening, April 14th 
at 5:00 we will be participating in a five-church prayer vigil at New River Church. 
   Don’t be blinded by the idols of too much, too good, or too familiar.  Tether 
yourself to God’s purposes by taking these opportunities for prayer. 

Grace & Peace, Marc 

In a Blizzard without a Rope 
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FCC Sanctuary Remodel Pledge Drive 
Our existing First Covenant Church was built in 1978, and the new addition was added in 2007.  For over 
40 years our sanctuary has served us well, however, a few updates are needed.  A Sanctuary Remodel 
Committee was formed in the fall of 2017.  This team reviewed all aspects of the sanctuary which in-
cluded: flooring, lighting, paint, upholstery, windows and treatments.  This remodel project will include 
carpeting, painting, window coverings, sanctuary doors, band area platform/ramp, dimmer controls, 
soffit/fascia on sanctuary/garage, and AC replacement in friendship room.  The remodel project for the 
sanctuary was approved by the congregation at the December 2018 business meeting for a total of 
$85,000.  The project is to be financed by the following: 

1. Sweat Equity – There are some areas of the project that members can help with labor to 
reduce the cost like carpet removal, painting, tile work/removal, wall paper removal.  If 
you have experience or would like to help install, please let us know.  Contact Jim Larson. 

2. Memorial Fund – These are funds donated in memory of loved ones with the intent to 
help the church with capital purchases.  This is not to exceed $15,000. 

3. Capital Improvement Fund/ existing Sanctuary Remodel Fund - $8,500 
4. Designated Sanctuary Fund from 2017 surplus- $8,000 
5. New pledges – This is where you can help right now.  We need $53,500 in new pledges.   

You will be able to use pledge cards or make direct donations with “FCC Sanctuary Remodel” in the 
memo of your check.  Pledge cards will be available in the bulletin or your mailbox and are to be placed 
in the offering plate in March. 
 

 Proposed Timeline: 
  Capital campaign -                March 2019 
  Estimate Start construction -   June 2019 
  Estimate Complete construction -   September 2019 
 

Sanctuary Remodel Committee 
Chairperson Martha Svedvik, Sören Svedvik, Sharon Loquai, Tom Zenzen, Jamie Beaulieu, Pastor Marc, 
Pastor Mike, Anna Bechtold, Dave & Patti Fredrickson 
 

Sanctuary Finance Committee 
Jim Larson, Jay Van Loon, Kathy Johnson and Sharon Loquai 

We thank you for your consideration in giving to this pledge drive for the Sanctuary remodel project. 

FCC SANCTUARY REMODEL PLEDGE CARD  
(Place this card in the offering plate during March) 

Name:   ___________________________________ (optional) 

     I (We) would like to give as indicated below. 

    I (We) will not be giving at this time. 

Option #1- I (We) joyfully give a one-time gift of _____ $50 ____ $100 ____$250 _____$500 ______ 
$1,000 or other $________ 

Option #2- By faith during the next 12 months.  I (We) will endeavor to give: 

$_____________ per ___________ (week/month) for a total of $_____________________. 

Option #3- By faith during the 2019 and 2020 giving years.  I (We) will endeavor to give: 

$_____________ per ___________ (year) for a total of $_____________________ 



It’s time to begin the registration process for Lake Beauty Bible Camp 2019!  We are so excited for this 
summer! The theme this year is Oasis: Encountering Life in the Desert.  The theme verse is Psalm 63:1: 
"God, you are my God. I seek you with all my heart. With all my strength I thirst for you in this dry de-
sert where there isn't any water."  First graders through senior high youth are invited to LBBC this sum-
mer to learn what it means to encounter The Living Water.  Returning campers, please invite friends to 
share in this fun and exciting week with you!  New campers, we invite you to sign up for a life changing 
experience filled with camp activities, fun, and spiritual guidance! Families, the weekend family camps 
(Memorial Day, 4th of July, and Labor Day) are a great way to become acquainted with all that Lake Beau-
ty has to offer. 

Thanks to the generous support of our church family, we will again be able to offer a 50% discount off 

the total cost of camp. (The early bird registration fee and transportation).  Should you need more finan-

cial support, please don’t hesitate to contact any of the committee members below. . We will make sure 

that camp is available to anyone that desires to go. 

The transportation covers transportation to/from camp.  Drivers will be reimbursed from our camp 
fund…camp parents will not have to scramble for extra cash to pay the drivers. 

Register online at www.lbbc.com by April 8th to receive the early bird discount  

($10 for Frontier Kids, $20 for all other campers). 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Contact Janis or Christine for the Discount code for these sessions or other sessions. 

Questions? Janis Kimball: jlvlk@hotmail.com 651-212-1056 Christine Snyder: jcaasnyder@hotmail.com    
920-905-3491 

  

Lake Beauty Bible Camp Kids Summer Camp 

Camp Session Who? When? 

Frontier Kids #2 Completed 1st, 2nd or 3rd July 1-3 

Trailblazer #2 Completed 3rd, 4th or 5th June 23-27 

Junior High #1 Completed 6th, 7th or 8th June 9-14 

Senior High Completed 9th-12th July 28-Aug 2 

A Note of Thanks 
Pastor Marc and the many guys who generously and graciously assisted with our moving in and back out 
of Al and Judy’s, many thanks and God’s blessings! Enclosed is a *check to your world mission fund as a 
thank you of our appreciation. 

Pastor Ken and Sandy Moore 

*set aside in the Elona Seed Fund 

http://www.lbbc.com
mailto:jlvlk@hotmail.com
mailto:jcaasnyder@hotmail.com


March Mission Awareness of the Month 

Note from the Red Wing Food Shelf 
The all volunteer Woodbury Chorus and Orchestra Benefit Concert for the Food Shelf on Sunday, Febru-
ary 24 at First Presbyterian Church in Red Wing has been postponed. The wintery forecast has caused the 
musicians to feel the roads unsafe to travel. The benefit concert will be rescheduled sometime this 
Spring. 

March Food Share month is our biggest state-wide collection of food and dollars. Hunger is still an issue 
for Red Wing families. In 2018 we served about 1000 households in our area.  They came nearly 3000 
times for food, one week a month.  650 households came three times or fewer!   

Our “Top Ten” needed items are: 
Canned fruit  Canned pasta 
Canned soup   Ramen noodles 
Mac & cheese  Peanut butter 
Baked Beans  Cereal 
Oatmeal  Toothpaste 
(No jello, cake mixes or pumpkin please)  

Dee Bender 
Food Shelf Board Support Chair  

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you have me something to 
drink….I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least brothers of mine, you did for me.”  

Matt. 25:35a and 40b 
 

The Red Wing Area Food Shelf is located at 1755 Old West Main St. in Red Wing, and it is open on Tues-
days and Thursdays from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m., and on Fridays from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Its mission is to 
secure and distribute nutritious food to individuals and households in need of assistance within Good-
hue County and some surrounding areas. Each household may come in once a month to receive grocer-
ies for one week. The amount of food received is determined by the number of people and ages in the 
household.  

How Can We Help: 

In March, our church, along with other local churches, will be conducting a food drive for the Food 
Shelf.  We will provide a list of items that are needed as well as a place set aside to receive your 
donations.   

Monetary donations are always welcome and appreciated.  With every $1.00 you donate, the Food 
Shelf is able to buy $4.00 worth of food from Channel One Food Bank in Rochester, MN.  The 
Food Shelf also purchases food items from local retailers. 

Volunteers are necessary to the Food Shelf as food must be gathered from different sources and 
shelves must be stocked weekly.  Also, greeters, record keepers, fresh produce sorters, food dis-
tributors, and shoppers are just a few more of the things that need to be done every week, as 
well.  Volunteer applications are available when the Food Shelf is open, and they can also be 
found on their website. 



The first man a little girl falls in love with is her dad... 

Saturday, March 16th 

3:00 - 5:00 p.m. 

$25 a couple (each additional girl is $10) 

Cornerstone Community Church  

Banquet Hall 2nd Floor 

This event includes a professional DJ, photography  

by Ellen DeVinny, snacks and crafts 
 

Purchase tickets by March 12th online at 

http://buytickets.at/firstchoiceclinic/231202  

Call 651-267-4357 for more information 

Save the Date!! This wonderful event is planned for our over 55-years and older. (your non-55-year-old 
spouse is invited too).  

Please mark your calendars for Saturday, April 13th at noon in the Family Life Center. 

Invites will be out at the end of March…. 

“May I have this dance?” 

 

In efforts to honor this special relationship, First Choice Clinic is thrilled to be hosting their 4th 
Annual Father Daughter Dance.  This semi-formal, community wide event, will be geared towards girls, 
ages 3-13 and their father figures.   

Over Fifty-five Fellowship Lunch 

First Choice Clinic ~ Father Daughter Dance 

Library Corner 
I haven't read a lot of books lately, so this little suggestion for books I have read in the past and recom-
mended. As Many of you know, we have had some authors in our church down through the years, and 
many of you may not know so I will suggest to you three.  

Marv Eppard - "A Heritage Forgotten". Stories of Four courageous Pioneers and their Journeys to Minne-
sota Territory. This was a very good read and good for any of you who like to learn of our heritage. 

 Kristina Carson Lunde - "My River of Sorrow". A Widows Journey with God. And a sequel to that book is 
"Memorial Stones", reflections from my "River of Sorrow".  

Craig Rutschow's sister has written several books in our Library. Jane Kirkpatrick’s, historical fiction is al-
ways an enjoyable read as it takes you back in time to see how human nature has always found a way to 
survive the trials of life, so we can too!!!!  

Happy Reading! 

Library Committee 



Awana  for March and April 
March  6 No AWANA   (Spring Break) 

13        Affliction/Injury Night (Come with a band-aid or all bandaged up)  

20 March Madness Night (wear colors of your favorite college team) 

27 “Twins” Night - (Wear MN Twins gear or find a friend to dress like matching twins.) 

April    3         Easter Story (He Has Risen!)   AWANA Store Night 

  10 AWANA Awards/Family Night 

Awana Store Night 
On April 3rd, we will have our Awana Store Night.  This is a special time for the Sparks and T&T kids to 
"spend " their points that they have earned for attendance, memory work, bringing friends, wearing 
their uniform, and remembering to bring their handbook and bible each week.  We are in need of new 
or gently used stuffed animals, toys, jewelry and games, in addition to candy.  You can look at the clear-
ance aisles at the store when you are shopping or clean out your hidden treasures that you have not 
used!  Bring your donated items to Sarah's office marked "Awana Store" by April 1. 
Keep in mind these are for Kindergarten through 5th grade kids. 
Thanks for your generosity in helping make this a great night for these kids who have worked very hard 
this year in their memory work! 
Awards/Family Night 
Awana is coming to the end of the year on Wednesday, April 10th.  On this night we will celebrate with 
singing, memory work, awards, and a video presentation of the whole year.  All are welcome to attend 
this last night of Awana.  Come and see what these kids have learned throughout this whole year!  It will 
start at 6:00 p.m. following supper and will finish at approximately 7:00 p.m.  

Women Ministries NWC Spring Renewal 2019 
First Covenant Women:   

Grace Covenant Church in Fargo, ND is hosting  
our 2019 Renewal Conference on Friday, 
March 29 through Saturday, March 30th. 
Please take time to look over the registration 
form located on the cupboard in the Fireside 
Room and read the descriptions of the many 
sessions that will be presented. If you have 
any questions please let me know.   

Thanks!  Denise Doden  (ddoden@gmail.com)   

Main Speaker: 

Michelle Sanchez 

Executive Minister of Make 
and Deepen Disciples 

When: Friday, March 29 starting at 5:30 p.m.  

 ending Saturday, March 30 at 4:00 p.m. 

Cost: $50/ whole weekend (includes lunch) 

          $40/ Saturday only (includes lunch) 

          $25/ Friday only 

Be Refreshed * Be Renewed * Be Transformed 

mailto:ddoden@gmail.com


Covenant Trust Tax Time Tips 
Hip Hip Hooray… It’s Tax Time! 
Okay, maybe it’s too much to get excited about, but it is that time of year … tax time.  
By now you probably have received tax reports from your bank, Covenant Trust Company and other 
holders of your financial assets. While you’re gathering all the paperwork you need to prepare your tax 
return, there are a few things Covenant Trust Company wants to make you aware of regarding the tax 
laws for 2018. We don’t want you to be surprised. 
 
Your tax calculation may be different than in past years. 
While the 1099s and other tax reports look very similar to the prior year’s reports, you may find that 
your tax results may not be the same. Due to the changes in the tax laws that are in effect for the 2018 
tax year, your tax calculation may be different than in past years.  
 
What you owe, or get back, may be different, too. 
Some of the changes incorporated for the 2018 tax year include  

Tax brackets have shifted 

The standard deduction has increased 

Personal exemptions have been eliminated, and 

There are new limitations to the state and local tax deduction. 

How these changes will affect you personally is based on your own personal and unique tax situation. 
What you owe in income tax or what you get back as a refund may be different than what you experi-
enced in prior years. 
 
Got questions? 
Your tax preparer will know your specific tax situation better than anyone else so any personal tax ques-
tions you have should be directed to them. From there you may find that the changes in your tax situa-
tion lead you to want to make changes in your investment portfolios or in the way you give to your fa-
vorite charities. You may want to discuss taxable versus tax-exempt income, or talk about different with-
drawal strategies, or discuss the possibility of using your IRA required minimum distribution to make 
charitable gifts.  
 
Get answers. 
Covenant Trust Company is ready to have those conversations with you and answer your questions. We 

are happy to work with you and your accountant to be as tax wise and aware as possible. Please contact: 

 

Steve Allison                                    Erik Carlson                                               Karlene Crabtree 
Financial Services Rep                    Financial Services Rep                             Customer Services Rep 
218-297-7701                                 763-253-6311                                           612-252-8599 
srallison@covenanttrust.com       ewcarlson@covenanttrust.com            kmcrabtree@covenanttrust.com 
 



 



4th Penny Droogsma, Paul Olson, Carol Jennings 

7th Nikki Roschen 

8th Lori Johnson, Ron Tesdall 

10th Rose Larson 

11th Lori Hart 

14th  Ryan Alpers 

15th Jody Dodge 

16th Hope Coffey 

Prayer is a vital part of the life of our church.  In order to help us focus on praying for one another, 
please use our list of birthday friends in each month’s Messenger to pray for them and their fami-
lies. There will be enough names to pray for someone throughout the month.  Let’s make praying 

for one another a means of encouragement to us all! 

Remembering Our Birthday Friends with Prayer 

20th Millie Mehrkens 

21st Tom Anderson 

24th  Jeff Hanson 

26th Judy Nelson 

27th Pam Peterson 

28th Donna Yecke, Todd Mehrkens 

30th Diane Goudy 

31st  Lara Ramthun, Tom Fish; Brandon Evans 

 

First Covenant Church 

2302 Twin Bluff Road 

Red Wing, MN 55066 

651-388-2385 

www.redwingfirstcov.org 


