
In her book Strengthening the Soul of Your Leadership, Ruth Haley Barton sug-
gests that the central goal of church leadership is cultivating a life with God in 
prayer particularly in solitude and silence.  What is true for church leaders is also 
true of all Christians.  Intentional development of our spiritual lives is essential to 
living all of life. 
The book follows the life of Moses and the challenges he faces as Israel’s leader 
combined with those he faced as a Hebrew growing up in Pharaoh’s house.  
Through it all Moses develops a deep and abiding relationship with God charac-
terized by submission and dependence but also one of debate and gut-wrenching 
conversations. 
There were many helpful images and ideas throughout.  However, one of the 
most profound comes at the end of the book when Barton describes Moses’ last 
look into the Promised Land – a land God will not let him set foot in.  Because of 
an incident of disobedience at the Waters of Meribah (which we might consider 
minor), God will not permit him this inheritance (Ex. 17).  I’m with Barton when 
she writes, “The words God spoke to Moses as he looked out on what might have 
been – ‘I have let you see it with your eyes, but you shall not cross over’ – seem 
like the coldest, most punishing, most withholding words that could ever be 
uttered to one who had been so faithful.”  And yet this time, unlike so many oth-
ers when Moses disagreed with God, there was no argument, no question, just 
acceptance. 
After 40 years of wandering Moses had finally come to a place of complete satis-
faction in who he was with God to the extent that he no longer needed any role 
or responsibility to define him.  As Barton writes, “For Moses the presence of God 
was the Promised Land.  Next to that everything paled in significance.”  Later she 
continues, “Could it be that the promised land is less about a physical destination 
or anything that is outward and more about a way of life and being that enables 
us to worship and love God fully?  Is the land flowing with milk and honey a meta-
phor for this way of life that is good and satisfying and enables you to be with 
God on God’s own terms for you?  Is it possible for a leader (or all Christians) to 
have encountered God so richly that no matter what we are working toward here 
on this earth, we know we already have what we most deeply want – the pres-
ence of God, that which can never be taken from us?” 
This is the essence of what I wish for my family, our church family, and this com-
munity as a whole.  That is, I want you to know God in such deep ways that happi-
ness and contentment and purpose are not defined by anything but simply being 
in the company of God. It is for this reason that we have been talking about spir-
itual disciplines during Lent.  In particular, I want to encourage each church family 
in the practice of Sabbath-keeping, the practice of “glorifying God and enjoying 
him forever,” the practice of taking one day to ‘worship, rest, and play.’  Until we 
can find this rhythm of Sabbath (whatever day we choose to practice it) we will 
continue to wander as Israel did and wonder where the key to life’s satisfaction 
really is.  In order to really be like Moses was and find fullness and passion and 
strength to face life’s challenges we must learn to let God be enough for us.  May 
this season and the practice of Sabbath-keeping grow in you to that end. 

Grace & Peace,  Marc 

Being Moses 
 

M
E
S
S
E
N
G
E
R

 

F
I

R
S

T
 

C
O

V
E

N
A

N
T

 
C

H
U

R
C

H
 


 
R

E
D

 
W

I
N

G
,

 
M

N
 

 

MARCH 2018 







Can You Hear Me Now? 
“My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and 
slow to become angry.” James 1:19 | NIV 
  
Is the following statement ever heard in your home? “Somebody needs their hearing checked!” In my 
home this is usually directed at me and has very little to do with the physiology of my auditory canal!  I was 
reminded of the importance of hearing and listening during our BLESS sermon series in recent weeks.  If 
you remember the “L” in BLESS stands for “listening with care” when sharing the gospel with nonbelievers.  
In a world so filled with clatter, chatter, clicks, sound bites, tweets and the din of daily life it’s sometimes 
hard to listen, and truly hear someone’s story as they step toward the Lord.  So what we do? 

My sister is a communication coach and offered these thoughts as we engage those contemplating Christ: 

Listen empathetically, not sympathetically.  When I had her translate she said think of it as listening 
with your heart, not your head. 

Listen from the other person’s perspective. What’s true for them may not be true for you.  
Listen to their body language.  Look them in the eye, smile, notice their hand gestures, posture and fa-

cial expressions.  
Certainly listen to their words, but also hear the emotion in their voice: excitement, sadness, remorse, 

joy… 
Fight the urge to jump ahead and “fix” them with your human wisdom.  God will do the fixing! 

  In closing, let me add one more thought to my sister’s advice.  When was the last time you took the time 
to listen to the Lord?  Please take a moment, sit quietly and listen. Just listen for the sweet message from 
our Lord Jesus.  Then go and BLESS others! 

“I love the Lord, for he heard my voice; he heard my cry for mercy. Because he turned his ear to me, I will 
call on him as long as I live.” Psalm 116:1-2 | NIV  

God Bless, 

Cory Doden 
Church Council Chair 

Library Corner 
A small town lawyer of integrity, a group of big-city politicians with hidden agendas, a sinister underworld 
of corruption and greed - and a cause overshadowing all of them........does that sound a little like today in 
our country?   This book is a story about a lawyer, who is lead by God, to go to Washington and live 
among them and be an example to politicians and those who work in the Government. 

A fascinating and compelling Novel by T. Davis Bunn, "The Presence" is our book of the month. It’s an old 
book written in 1990 but read like it was written today. Ingeborg Skurdal was one of the readers, so those 
who knew her, knew her Character and her faith.  

Come in and browse our library, we have new and older books that are pertinent to our lives today. 

Jan Jordahl, Library Committee 

https://dailyverses.net/james/1/19
https://dailyverses.net/bible-translations/niv
https://dailyverses.net/psalms/116/1-2
https://dailyverses.net/bible-translations/niv


The first man a little girl falls in love with is her dad... 

Saturday, March 3, 2018 

5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

$25 a couple (each additional Girl $10) 

Cornerstone Community Church  

Banquet Hall 2nd Floor 

Includes dancing, photos by Precious Faith Photography and  

Ellen D Photography snacks and more! 
 

Purchase tickets by Feb. 26 online at 

http://buytickets.at/firstchoiceclinic or  

651-267-4357 to reserve your tickets 

Save the Date!! Back again for a 2nd performance we welcome Ole and Lena Live. This wonderful event 
hosted by Congregational Care is planned for our over 55 year old's and older. (your non-55 year old 
spouse is invited too). 

Please mark your calendars for Saturday, April 21st at 11:30 a.m. in the Family Life Center. 

Invites will be out at the end of March…. 

“May I have this dance?” 

 

In efforts to honor this special relationship, First Choice Clinic is thrilled to be hosting their 3rd 
Annual Father Daughter Dance.  This semi-formal, community wide event, will be geared towards girls, 
ages 3-13 and their father figures.   

Over Fifty-five Fellowship Lunch 

First Choice Clinic ~ Father Daughter Dance 

Notes of Thanks 
Thank you to everyone who participated in the CHIC Silent Auction. We raised a total of $3,312.64 which 
goes a long way toward helping send our kids to CHIC. A special thank you to Stacey Anderson and Dianne 
Mehrkens for their hard work in coordinating this event! 

Dear Pastor Marc and First Covenant Church, 

Thank you for your generous gift to our MOPS &MOPS next group. We will be able to use it to pay for 
childcare for many meetings. We have been so grateful to be at your parish and look forward to many 
more years of partnership.  

In gratitude,  

Rose, Crystal, Tanya, Heather, Amanda, Amber Nicole, Elisabeth 
 

Our entire family extends our sincere thanks for the loving support of the First Covenant Family in the days 
following dad's death. We very much appreciate all your kind words, prayers, messages, cards, and food 
provided for the funeral. We are experiencing God's love and grace through you.  

Todd and Dianne Mehrkens 



Worship and Music 

Covenant Trust Company Tips 
Financial scams and identity theft are prevalent during tax season. Here are some tips to protect your 
identity and finances. 

Never give out personal information to strangers. 

As a general rule, it’s best not to give out personal information to someone unless you are familiar with 
them, you initiated the contact, and you understand why that person needs your information. Many 
scammers will raise their voice or use threats to pressure you and make you feel uncomfortable. But do 
your best to stay calm, do not share anything with them, and end the conversation.  

Are your passwords secure? 

Long, complicated passwords can be difficult to remember but they’re also secure and can help keep your 
data safe. So at the very least, avoid using simple passwords such as “password” or “1234.” Use a combi-
nation of upper and lower-case characters, numbers, and symbols. Change your passwords regularly, and 
if you must write your passwords down, make sure you keep them in a safe place.  

Review your credit reports. 

Make checking your credit report an annual tradition. Doing so not only gives you an opportunity to cor-
rect and confirm your credit history, but it also helps you spot suspicious activity and identity theft. Under 
the Fair Credit Reporting Act, consumers can get a free credit report once a year. 

The three national credit reporting agencies are TransUnion, Experian, and Equifax. The easiest way to get 
a credit report from each is to visit annualcreditreport.com.  

Shred unneeded documents. 

Any documents that may have sensitive data should be shredded instead of simply thrown away. Bank 
statements, old tax returns, credit card offers, anything with account numbers, etc.: make sure these are 
destroyed and disposed of carefully to help protect yourself from identity theft and fraud. 

Watch out for unusual transactions. 

Keep an eye on your bank, credit card, and investment statements. If you notice any fraudulent activity, 
report them to your financial institution immediately. 

Are you being fleeced? 

Covenant Trust Company offers a presentation and educational materials that can help you identify and 
protect yourself from financial scams and traps. For more information, contact any one of the Financial 
Service Representatives serving the Northwest Conference:  

Steve Allison                                    Erik Carlson                                               Karlene Crabtree 
Financial Services Rep                    Financial Services Rep                             Customer Services Rep 
218-297-7701                                 763-253-6311                                           612-252-8599 
srallison@covenanttrust.com       ewcarlson@covenanttrust.com            kmcrabtree@covenanttrust.com 

We are blessed by all who contribute to our music and worship for our services.  Please contact Anna  
Bechtold if you would like to share for any special music.  Continue to pray for direction in our search for 
a music director as well.   

Thank you, 
Treasure Wachholz (chair) 

Pam Peterson (co-chair) 
 



Awana  for March and April 
March   7 No AWANA   (Spring Break) 

14        Affliction/Injury Night (Come with a band-aid or all bandaged up)  

21 Missionary Night (Guest Missionary Speaker) 

28 Easter Story  (He Has Risen!)   

April    4         Baseball Night AWANA Store Night 

11  AWANA Awards/Family Night 

 

Awana Store Night 

April 4 is Awana Store Night, so bring your treasures or "goodies" in to Sarah's office by April 2.    We are 
in need of new or gently used toys, trinkets, Dvd's and games.   Thanks for your generosity in helping 
make this a great night for these kids who have worked very hard this year in their memory work! 

Awards/Family Night 

Awana is coming to the end of the year on Wednesday, April 11th.  On this night we will celebrate with 
singing, memory work, awards, and a video presentation of the whole year.  All are welcome to attend 
this last night of Awana.  Come and see what these kids have learned throughout this whole year!  It will 
start at 6:00 p.m. following supper and will finish at approximately 7:00 p.m.  

Women Ministries NWC Renewal 2018 
First Covenant Women:  SAVE THE DATE 

Bloomington Covenant Church is hosting our 
2018 Renewal Conference on Friday, March 
16th through Saturday, March 17th.  Please 
take time to look over the registration form 
(located on the Women Ministries cupboard) 
in the Fireside Room and read the descriptions 
of the many sessions that will be present-
ed.  We will have different carpools leaving 
Red Wing on Friday and Saturday.  Please sign 
up on the bulletin board if you are interested 
in carpooling.  If you have any questions please 
let me know.   

Thanks!  Denise Doden  (ddoden@gmail.com)   

Main Speaker: 

Pastor Marcy Baumann 

Eagan Campus Pastor  
Crossroads Church 

When: Friday, March 16 starting at 5:30 p.m.  

 ending Saturday, March 17 at 4:00 p.m. 

Cost: $40/ whole weekend (includes lunch) 

          $30/ Saturday only (includes lunch) 

          $20 / Friday only 

Be Refreshed * Be Renewed * Be Transformed 

mailto:ddoden@gmail.com


It’s time to begin the registration process for Lake Beauty Bible 
Camp 2018!  First graders through senior high youth are invited 
to LBBC this summer to learn what it means to be DISCOVER THE 
TRUTH!!  John 8:32 is our 2018 theme verse:  “And you will know 
the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  Returning campers are 
encouraged to invite a friend. New campers, we invite you to sign 
up for a life changing experience filled with camp activities and 
spiritual guidance. The weekend family camps (Memorial Day, 4th of July, and Labor Day) are a great way 
to become acquainted with all that Lake Beauty has to offer. 

Thanks to the generous support of our church family, we will again be able to offer 50% discount off the 
early bird registration fee.  Should you need more financial support, please don’t hesitate to contact any 
of the committee members below. We will make sure that camp is available to anyone that desires to go. 

Transportation costs are INCLUDED in your registration code.  The discount has been adjusted to include a 
$20 transportation payment from each camper.  This will cover the transportation to/from camp.  Drivers 
will be reimbursed from our camp fund…camp parents will no longer have to scramble for extra cash to 
pay the drivers. 

Register online at www.lbbc.com by April 9th to receive the early bird discount  

($10 for Frontier Kids, $20 for all other campers). 

PLEASE NOTE: The following codes are for those that are attending our church, youth groups, or AWANA.  
We welcome you to invite others to attend camp with a 50% discount, but there are different codes for 
friends.  Please contact one of the committee members to receive the “Friends and Family” code. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*The above sessions are for the Lake Pepin District.  Should you need to attend a different session num-
ber, contact Christine Snyder and she will get the discount code to you. 

Questions?   Janis Kimball: jlvlk@hotmail.com 651-212-1056 
                      Christine Snyder:  jcaasnyder@hotmail.com   920-905-3491 
                      Tracey Carlisle:  dnt4kids@q.com. 651-764-2456 
 

Lake Beauty Bible Camp Kids Summer Camp 

Camp Session Who? When? 

Frontier Kids #2 Completed 1st, 2nd or 3rd  July 5 - 7 

Trailblazer #2 Completed 3rd, 4th or 5th June 24 - 28 

Junior High #1 Completed 6th, 7th or 8th June 10 - 15 

Senior High Completed 9th-12th July 29 - Aug 3 

  



 



4th Penny Droogsma, Paul Olson, Carol Jennings 

7th Nikki Roschen 

8th Cindy Schoep, Lori Johnson, Ron Tesdall 

10th Rose Larson 

11th Lori Hart, Keegan Drewel 

12th  Verlyn Schoep 

14th  Ryan Alpers 

15th Jody Dodge 

16th Hope Coffey 

Prayer is a vital part of the life of our church.  In order to help us focus on praying for one another, 
please use our list of birthday friends in each month’s Messenger to pray for them and their families. 
There will be enough names to pray for someone throughout the month.  Let’s make praying for one 

another a means of encouragement to us all! 

Remembering Our Birthday Friends with Prayer 

20th Millie Mehrkens 

21st Tom Anderson 

24th  Jeff Hanson 

26th Judy Nelson 

27th Pam Peterson 

28th Donna Yecke, Todd Mehrkens 

30th Diane Goudy 

31st  Lara Ramthun, Tom Fish 

 

First Covenant Church 

2302 Twin Bluff Road 

Red Wing, MN 55066 

651-388-2385 

www.redwingfirstcov.org 


