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Affirming Our Faith
Every year in May we host a special service called “Confirmation Sunday”. For those who don’t know,
Confirmation is an intentional 2-year journey where students dig deeper in God’s word with a spiritual
mentor and learn the biblical truths of our faith. This is done through students meeting weekly with a
mentor for bible study, and then they gather once a month with their peers for Confirmation Class where
the foundational topics of what we believe are taught. At the end of their two-year journey, confirmands
then have the opportunity to stand before the congregation to affirm their faith. At that service, during
the Rite of Confirmation, there are two important elements that I would like to highlight.
First is the confirmand’s confession of personal faith. It is here that students affirm three statements to
be true in their life:
1. “Do you confess personal faith in Jesus Christ as your Savior, and desire, with God’s help, to be his
disciple?” This is first for a reason because it is our personal faith in Christ that all other actions and affirmations are built upon. Paul says it well in 1 Cor 15:17 that “if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins.” With this affirmation, the confirmands are declaring that they personally believe that Jesus is their Savior and Lord, and that they are committing to be his disciple.
2. “Do you believe with the Church of Jesus Christ that the Bible, both Old and New Testaments, is the
word of God, telling the story of what God has been doing in and through his people, and continues to
guide each one of us today?” We teach early on in confirmation that the Bible is the only perfect rule for
faith (what we believe), doctrine (what we teach/think), and conduct (how we live). With this affirmation,
the confirmands are declaring that the Bible is God’s word to us and is useful for “teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness” (2 Tim 3:16).

“As you continue in your faith, do you commit to worshiping Christ with His Church, listening to His
word, and responding to His call in your life?” I make sure to clarify with every confirmand that Confirmation Sunday is not graduation from the Church. Rather, it is better to view it as the beginning or initiation into a life-long journey with Christ and his followers. With this affirmation, the confirmands are declaring their commitment to growing in their faith, which includes making promises to worship with the
Church, paying attention to what the Bible says, and following God’s leading in their life.
These are the affirmations and promises that confirmands make before our congregation. The second
element I want to highlight is what takes place immediately after this: the charge to the congregation. At
every infant baptism and dedication at our Church, we as a congregation commit to doing our best to
support and encourage those children in the faith. During the confirmation service, our congregation
takes time to renew this commitment to our youth by responding to the following statement: “Will you
continue to keep your promise made so many years ago to do your best in supporting these youth in
the faith and encouraging them to uphold the affirmations they declared this morning.”
(Cont. on page 2)

This covenant made between the confirmands and our congregation is vital. Church, don’t forget the
promise you have made to each of these students that you will do your best to support them in the faith.
Take seriously your promise to encourage them to uphold what they affirmed before us. God gave us
one another intentionally to challenge us and keep us on the right path. Our students need you to be in
their life!
Pastor Mike

Congregational Care
May has been a good month! I enjoy getting together to catch up on friendships, changes in our lives
and celebrations.
This month we have had our Older Generation's lunch potluck and hymn sing, celebrated Mother's Day
and Confirmation Sunday of our youthful generation!
Good reasons to thank the Lord for his kindness and love...and we're not finished yet! We have the
month of June to celebrate our High School and College graduates and Father's Day.
Celebrations are a part of who we are. When you read the Old Testament, especially Exodus, we see
how many times the Lord had the children of Israel celebrate, and they lasted for days!!! This means
that the Lord of the Universe is either a party animal or that he values us getting together to enjoy our
relationships with each other and offers us an opportunity to say thank you for the people we celebrate
with and the opportunity to recognize his goodness to us.
Next month we will look at the various opportunities for ministry we have here at First Covenant. We
have several people reaching out to others in our Church and in our Community. Opportunities to help
and opportunities to say Thank You to our loving Lord.
Char Hayes
Congregational Care

Library Corner
The church library has received a donation of books from John and Jodie Alpers. John’s mother Hertha
has recently passed away and worked at the Christian Bookstore for many years. Thank you, John and
Jodie. Because of this generous donation we are not accepting additional donations at this time. If you
have books to donate, Annadees will accept everything you have. Jan and I are working to get these
books on the shelves.
Diane Goudy
Library Committee

Vacation Bible School
First Covenant Church
July 18 - 22, 2022
9:00 a.m. - noon
For Kids Entering K to entering 6th grade
Give kids a grand-new perspective!
Go off-road for a Monumental adventure through the colorful canyons and sunbaked trails of the southwest.
By exploring God’s awesomeness, kids form a rock-solid faith for the road ahead.
Each day at Monumental VBS, kids trek through field-tested rotations that reinforce relevant Bible Points and
immerse kids in new adventures.

For more information contact Lori Hart 651.380.4115 or the church office 651.388.2385

REGISTRATION IS OPEN!
www.redwingfirstcov.org/vbs

Fusion: After School Gathering for Students
Tuesdays | 4:00-5:30 pm | First Covenant Church
Programming resumed following the birth of Arthur Melton and officially ended for the summer
on May 24th. We are so grateful for the opportunity that we had to connect with, and love students in our community who we would have never had the chance to do otherwise. Thank you for
all of the support and prayers that have been extended to us throughout this year.
Young Life
June 10th | 7:30-9:30 | First Covenant Church
Lots of new updates for Young Life. As our regular programming has ended with the school year's impending end, we have begun to roll out our summer plans. Join the Remind and follow us on social media
to ensure that you do not miss anything that is going on this summer. The first major event for the Young
Life Summer is a bonfire party on June 1 from 7:30-9:30. We will be hanging out all summer long and doing monthly events. We are also gearing up for summer camp and only have a few spots remaining. Sign
up at redwing.younglife.org before it is too late! So much to say and so little time! Keep your eyes open
for regular communications through Remind, Facebook, and Instagram.

Financial Weekly Giving

Currently the 2022 giving is
$20,772 (10.5%) below the
Essential Budget that was approved this year. The goal was
to aim for moving toward a
Vision Budget to allow us to
fund additional ministry, increase giving to missions, and
for staff compensation increases. Giving is currently
$41,146 (18.9%) below the
Vision Budget. We have made
up some deficit from how the
year started out and we hope
to continue to close the gap
moving forward through the
rest of the year.

Mission of the Month - Faith In Action
"....when you care for one of the least important of these my little ones, my true brothers and sisters,
you demonstrate love for me." Matt. 25:40 (TPT)
Faith in Action is a nonprofit with the goal of helping individuals of all backgrounds in our community
remain independent. The organization also provides support services for caregivers. All services are
provided free of charge. Their mission statement is, "Enriching lives through kindhearted service."
Faith in Action provides:
•

Transportation to and from local essential services.

•

Friendly visits to people in need of contact with caring individuals.

•

Caregiver support provided through periodic group meetings.

•

Respite care.

•

Delivery and pick-up of library books for shut-in.

•

Transportation for cancer patients receiving treatment at Rochester Mayo.

Volunteer training is provided, and volunteers are covered by insurance carried by Faith in Action.
Jim Maybach is our church's representative to Faith in Action, and he will be presenting information
about Faith in Action in a June service. Please see Jim if you wish to volunteer or have any questions.

Northwest Conference Annual Meeting
April 28-30, 2022
Being the first time for us attending a Northwest Conference (NWC) annual meeting, we really didn’t
know what to expect. The presentations, and discussions outside the meetings during the breaks, ranged
from joyfully tearful to extremely inspiring. It went far beyond expectations to inform and fill us with
knowledge, joy and hope. Please know that being a congregation delegate at an annual meeting is
a privilege you should get in line for. In fact, we will consider paying our own way to attend future
meetings - it’s that good!
Similar to the blessing we have of gifted leadership and staff at FCC, this is also very true at the conference level. The prayers for and resources currently sent to the NWC are VERY fruitful.
David and Patti Fredrickson

Rev. Kara Stromberg | New Superintendent of the Northwest Conference

Rev. Mark Stromberg | Retiring Superintendent

Thoughts from Mary Roskam, third delegate sent to the NWC Annual Meeting
The theme was Glimpses of Hope
•

Browsed through the displays of the conference Bible Camps, Covenant Abilities Network, Women
Ministries, Fishers of Men Outpost, Growing Hope Globally, Cov Trust, and other resources in our
conference

•

Q&A with the Superintendent Nominee-Kara Stromberg

•

President of the ECC, John Wenrich, was present for the weekend....he and his wife introduced themselves to Patti, Dave, Terry Silverberg & I as we were eating lunch Saturday.

•

There are 903 churches in the North America Covenant Church

•

Introduced three pastors from our conference getting ordained at the June Annual Meeting

•

Two new churches in our conference--in Chanhassen MN & Hudson WI

•

Seven new church plants started since covid hit!

•

Voted on a couple amendments, the budget, NWC board & Minnehaha Academy board, and the vote
for the new NWC Superintendent, Kara Stromberg.

•

Excellent videos from various Covenant entities, and Glimpses of Hope shared by many Pastors from
all corners of the Conference
(Cont. on page 6)

•

Each department in the NWC had a spot in the program allowing an opportunity to share why they
are hopeful. Rather than just a paragraph in a newsletter, you could hear the passion in their voice,
feel the excitement they have for their role, hear about the main events in their ministry area, plus
put a face with the name.

•

Hearing the recap of Minnehaha Academy since the explosion of August 2017...amazing story. I remember when I heard about the incident but it didn't affect my everyday life. Five years later the
emotion and passion in the room could be felt.

•

The joy of seeing familiar faces---"hello" to everyone from Todd & Jane Van Zee (now in Trimont) Rollie Mossberg (Salem Road-Rochester) Linda & Tim Anderson (Golden Valley) Rich & Cheryl Theilen
(Minneapolis) and Zoe Back (Little Falls) plus a few other friends.

Thank you to First Cov for sending me to this event...an opportunity to see the new building at Minnehaha, hear some excellent sermons, feel the passion & integrity of those serving in the conference. To God
be the glory.
We come back to FCC with one request… this request came to us all from more than one person. Staffing
shortages all over the country is true also at the 5 camps in the NWC. At this point in time, some kids
might have their planned camp experience canceled! This can be solved if you (or someone you know)
can share one or two weeks of your time to be a camp counselor (or kitchen help or lifeguard or nurse)
Camp counselors often have an eternal impact! Might you be that person?

Hot Diggity Dog Block Party
First Covenant Church Parking Lot

June 29, 2022
5:30 - 7:00 p.m.
All Generations are INVITED!
Join us on June 29 in the church parking lot
for a block party with a build-your–own hot
dog bar, activities for kids and youth, and an
opportunity to connect with others in our
church. We encourage you to take this opportunity to invite friends and neighbors to join
us! Free will donation will be accepted to
help cover the cost of food.

First Covenant Church to host Red Cross Blood Drive on Friday, July 8
from 12:00 - 6:00 p.m. This is our 13th drive since we started in 2017. In
the past we usually have 30 to 40 appointments to fill, this drive they are
requesting 51. The last two drives appointments filled up quickly so register sooner than later. Register at redcrossblood.org or call the church
office. There is a critical need for blood.

REMEMBERING OUR BIRTHDAY FRIENDS

1st

Glen Mehrkens, Louise Erickson

20th

Gordon Hansmeier

2nd

Leanne Sikkink, Don Overlander

21st

Ruth Resel

3rd

BJ Danielson

22nd Dianne Mehrkens

6th

Barb Rutschow

23rd Don Hoffman, Ken Sherrard,

7th

Steve Carlson, Marjean Johnson,

24th

Heather Gadient

Roger Johnson

25th

Brad Kimball, Judie Maybach,

9th

JoAnn Dammann

12th

Amy Van Loon, Ethan Ihrke, Nick Kline

13th

Ian Dawson

18th

Jim Larson

Tom Loquai, Ed Watzl
26th

Lauren Buck

27th

Greta Murphy

29th

Bev Sander, Crystal Nelson

Prayer is a vital part of the life of our church. In order to help us focus on praying for one another,
please use our list of birthday friends in each month’s Messenger to pray for them and their families.
There will be enough names to pray for someone throughout the month.
Let’s make praying for one another a means of encouragement to us all!

BLENDED SERVICE 8:30AM

First Covenant Church
2302 Twin Bluff Road
Red Wing, MN 55066
651-388-2385
www.redwingfirstcov.org

|

CONTEMPORARY SERVICE 10:00AM

