
In the Covenant Church we understand the Bible to be central to our faith.  “We 
believe that the Holy Scriptures – the Old and New Testaments – are the Word of 
God and the only perfect rule for faith, doctrine, and conduct.”  We affirm Paul’s 
instructions to Timothy (2 Tim. 3:16-17) which tell us that “all Scripture is inspired 
by God (lit. “God-breathed”) and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and 
training in righteousness so that all God’s people may be thoroughly equipped for 
every good work.” 
That said, if God’s Word is essential to how we live, how we understand God, and 
how we understand ourselves, then it naturally follows that we must read it, listen 
to it, and respond to it.  But sadly, says researcher George Barna, “The Christian 
body in America is immersed in a crisis of biblical illiteracy.”  For instance, in one 
poll it was found that the most widely known Bible verse among adult and teen 
believers is “God helps those who help themselves”—which is not actually in the 
Bible and conflicts with the basic message of Scripture. 
We are called to read the Bible as a source of guidance (Ps. 119:105).  We are 
called to go back to it time and again – let it be ever on our lips (Josh. 1:8).  We are 
called to let it shape and form us (Heb. 4:12).  When we do we will be made strong 
and courageous (Josh. 1:7), we will bear fruit (Ps. 1:1-3), and there will be joy 
(Ps.119:111-112).  But ultimately, says New Testament scholar Scot McKnight, the 
goal of reading the Bible is not to know the Bible; it is to know the God of the Bi-
ble.”  In a recent article from Christianity Today Pastors, one writer offers seven 
practices to foster scripture engagement. 

Write our Scripture by hand. 
Writing out entire chapters or books helps focus on each word and phrase in 

order to slow down and savor each word. 
Ask questions, even tough ones. 
Constantly ask ‘why?’ or ‘what’s going on here?’ and be courageous enough to 

wrestle with them whether you get to an answer or not. 
Put yourself in the story. 
By putting yourself in the story (which you already are by the way) you begin to 

own Scripture as something for you not just for others. 
Practice Lectio Divina. 
Lection Divina is Latin for sacred reading.  It invites people to read slowly and 

repetitively in order to allow the Holy Spirit to reveal truth and blessings. 
(https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/scripture-engagement/lectio-divina/home) 

Read the Bible communally. 
Reading together allows for other experiences, knowledge, perspectives that 

we might not ourselves see or know just reading by ourselves. 
Memorize Bible stories together. 
Stories engage, grip, and inspire us.  Rather than just a verse or two maybe try 

memorizing a story. 
Utilize art and Scripture. 
This practice may include not only engaging biblical stories depicted in art but 

also drawing, sculpting, or painting what you experience in Scripture. 
            Grace & Peace, Marc

By the Book 
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Northwest Conference Annual Meeting—Buffalo, MN 

With a theme of "Forward in Hope," the 2018 Northwest Conference Annual Meeting took place 
at Buffalo Covenant Church in Buffalo, MN, April 26-28.  

Throughout the weekend delegates heard video and spoken testimony on the topic of ministry with 
Children, Youth & Families and participated in workshops offering different perspectives on this vital 
ministry priority. 

"So many of us here are products of the fact that there were people in preceding generations that 
poured into our lives," said Superintendent Mark R. Stromberg. "The reality is that people like me are 
the church of yesterday and today, but children are the church of today and tomorrow. And today and 
tomorrow, has to trump yesterday and today. 

"It is worth noting that, in God's providence, some of the very young people we pour into today, as we 
continue to get older, will turn right around and be the ones ministering to us ... and themselves also 
reaching a newer generation still," Superintendent Stromberg continued. "I'm so grateful that we're able 
to celebrate this ministry priority with our theme this year." 

In addition to passage of budgets and election of board members for the Northwest Conference and 
Minnehaha Academy, the business sessions highlighted five new church fellowship groups, Cross-roads 
Covenant Church, (Hastings, MN), Eden Covenant Church, (Coon Rapids, MN), Epiphany Covenant 
Church (Minneapolis), Genesis East Covenant Church, Pastor (White Bear Lake, MN), and New Evangeli-
cal Covenant Church,  (Fridley, MN) and six churches to be recommended for membership at the 2018 
Evangelical Covenant Church Annual Meeting in June Catalyst Covenant Church, (St. Paul), City of Lakes 
Covenant Church (Minneapolis), Genesis Covenant Church (St. Louis Park, MN), Grace Outreach Cove-
nant Church (Coon Rapids, MN), New Evangelical Covenant Church (Minneapolis), and Renew Covenant 
Church (Eau Claire, WI). Mike Brown, Director of Church Planting said the NWC will be calling Pastor 
Mauricio Dell’Arciprete to serve in the new role of part time Director for Hispanic Ministries in the NWC. 

Other highlights included the NWC and some of its churches presenting a check to Minnehaha Academy 
for $100,000. President Harris gave an update on Minnehaha activities and plans to begin building in 
June. Sixteen Candidates for Ordination were also recognized and prayed for by the assembly. A special 
offering taken raised over $3,000 to provide scholarships for students attending CHIC 2018. The First 
Covenant Church of Ashland, Wisconsin was honored with a special Living Legacy Litany. The church 
held its final service in 2017.   

The Friday night worship service was highlighted by songs from the Madrigal Singers from Minnehaha 
Academy and the Generations Choir from Buffalo Covenant Church, a multi-generational choir.  The 
message was given by Tiger McLuen who was the President of Youth Leadership for 29 years and is an 
author of several books and articles.  He spoke about the principles of ministry demonstrated by Jesus.  
Jesus walked along side of those he was ministering to, he asked questions, he let them express their 
story, he taught them, he was available to them, he worshipped with them and he prepared them to de-
pend of God. 

Roger and Marjean Johnson 

Delegates from First Covenant 



Do your best to improve your faith by adding goodness, understanding, self-control, patience, devotion to 
God, concern for others and love.  II Peter 1:5-7 (CEV) 

Since 1998, Faith In Action has as its purpose to enrich area resident’s lives through faith based volunteer 
efforts while providing a program to the elderly and those with difficult life circumstances.   With the 
help of approximately 250 volunteers, this organization provides local transportation and shopping assis-
tance, friendly visiting, respite for caregivers, a family caregiver support group, a book house call pro-
gram, and Road to Recovery rides for people needing cancer radiation treatment.  Faith in Action’s vol-
unteers help individuals in our community remain independent.  All services are provided without charge 
to the recipient.  

Faith in Action encourages those who wish to volunteer to “start where they are, use what you have, and 

do what you can.  If a person should want to volunteer, they can do so right on the Faith in Action web-

site, or call the office at 651-327-2400, Monday – Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  If you or someone you 

know is in need of services, you can download the application from the website, or contact the office.  

Mission Awareness of the Month— Faith in Action 

Adult and Teen Challenge Opens New Women’s Center 

Rochester, MN. On Tuesday, April 17 a ribbon-
cutting ceremony highlighted the official opening 
of the new Women's Center on the Assisi Heights 
campus of Minnesota Adult and Teen Challenge. 
The building, located near the five-year-old Men's 
Center, is similar in style and programming with a 
capacity of 36 women.  The Women's Center 
opened in November 2017. Programs include both 
short term licensed treatment and long-term faith
-based recovery programs. First Covenant enthusi-
astically supports this highly regarded organiza-
tion. It's worth a trip to see the campus, take a 
tour, hear of the life-changing ministry and see the beautiful and peaceful setting. 

The entrance of the new Adult and Teen Challenge Women's Center 
The Women's Center adds a much-needed treatment center to serve 
the women of Southeastern Minnesota. 

Library Corner 

This month we would like to recommend an old book - published in 1970 by W. Phillip Keller, titled "A 
Shepherd looks at Psalm 23".    This is a Psalm used at many funerals appropriately, but even more ap-
propriately advice for the living. He used a comparison of people to sheep and sheep herder to Je-
sus.  We all refer to Jesus as being the "Good Shepherd" so this timeless truth definitely is relevant to us 
today.  

From the unique perspective of firsthand experience, Keller presents a lively, interesting devotional com-
mentary on one of the best loved Psalms. Experience Psalm 23 in a new way: see with the Shepherd's 
eyes, touch with His hands, feel with His heart through this intimate look into the full life of our Lord - 
The Great Shepherd, and "the sheep of His pastures." 



At long last we’ve emerged from the bleak, gray cold of winter and welcomed the vibrant, green rebirth 
of spring!  As an old farm kid this time of year is always special for me.  Growing up it was a time of opti-
mism, new growth and hopefulness of bountiful yields for the seasons ahead.  The farmers, ranchers and 
gardeners reading this know exactly what I mean.  As a young boy of the 60’s and 70’s I remember my 
dad and uncles coming in from the fields late in the cool spring evening, feeding the livestock, having a 
quick supper and then up at first light to start all over.   
It was a time of hard work and long days to prepare the soil for the new crop.  In that era there were 
several passes of somewhat violent actions needed before a single seed was planted.  There was plow-
ing, disking, cultivating, ripping, hoeing and dragging.  In addition, from personal experience, there was 
also an application livestock induced fertilizer.  Rest assured I know which byproduct of a pig or steer 
“hits the fan”!   
Then, and only then, could the actual planting of corn, soybeans, or oats take place.  Those seeds would 
erupt in a few days sending the roots down in the moist, rich black dirt to anchor the plant.  As well the 
emerald stalks would burst through the topsoil and unfurl their leaves stretching to the warm, bright 
golden sun. As you can see there is no great harvest without great preparation.  
And so the same can be true of our faith.  Unfortunately, we all fall into the realm of the comfortable 
Christian from time to time.  However, it is when we stay in that comfort zone too long that our faith and 
the vibrancy of our pledge to God suffer.  As a mentor once told me “we have to be comfortable, being 
uncomfortable” to stay fresh.  This is so true whether we’re in the factory, the farm or sanctuary.  So 
how are you preparing your spiritual soil?  Are you prayerfully casting seeds on crusty hard ground?  
Does your heart still have the dead foliage of last season’s crop?  Are you afraid to till the soil of your 
soul for fear lay’s underneath?   
Yes, we all need to periodically uproot ourselves spiritually and prepare our hearts for new seeds of 
hope and faith.  Then we can grow deeper roots in the soil the Lord set before us and harvest the great 
promise of our savior Jesus. 
God Bless and see you at the farmer’s market!  
Cory Doden 
FCC Council Chair 

Spring Planting for Summer Growth 

Lake Beauty Campers 
Camp season is here!  Please remember these campers in your prayers this month: 

Our LBBC Campers 
June 10 - 15  Jr. High Camp 
Anna Deppe, Beatrice Keehn, Braydon Bennyhoff, Ezra Weaver, India Weaver, Isaiah Jensen, Janis Klein, 
Jasmine Engler, Jed Heineman, Joshua Hanson, Justin Carlisle, Kendra Carlisle, Laura Eix, Lydia Beaulieu, 
Lydia Mason, Madison Snyder, Margaret Keehn and Preston Carlisle.  
  

June 24 – 28  Trailblazer 
Anne Westphall, Bailey Evans, Bennett Thomas, Jaylen Beck, Lucille Villaran, McKenzie Motz, Olivia  
Gallo, Robert Keehn, Rylan Mandelkow, Santiago Morales Fuerte and Seth Malyon. 
  



 

 

 

 First Covenant Church  

Monday– Friday,  July 23 - 27, 2018 
  9 a.m. - Noon  

Enter K - finished 5th Grade 

Shipwrecked Rescued by Jesus 

At Shipwrecked VBS, kids discover how Jesus rescues us through life’s storms. Shipwrecked is filled with 
incredible Bible learning experiences kids see, hear, touch, and even taste! We’ll help kids discover how 

to see evidence of  God in everyday life—something we call God Sightings.  

Send your kids on an impactful island adventure! 

For information or registration contact: 

Sarah Benidt-Grave 651-388-2385 

Lori Hart 651-385-0835  

Suzie Kline 651-764-0924 

Sign up online at: www.redwingfirstcov.org/vbs  

 

Kids Helping Kids after a Disaster 

This past year the Discovery Hour kids from pre-school through 6th grade participated in the mission 
project, "Kids Helping Kids:  After A Disaster;" this project is part of Covenant World Relief. Each week 
there was a lesson about people throughout the world who have been affected by disasters such as 
hurricanes, earthquakes, tsunamis, wildfires, and war.  Throughout the year, the kids brought in 
$266.28.  On May 20 in between church services, the students shared learning stations about the coun-
tries of Malawi, Haiti, Syria, India, and Japan.  They also sang two songs, shared ethnic food, and gave 
away unique cultural prizes.  Thank you to everyone who visited these learning stations and donated to 
the free will offering, which brought in another $150!  In total, then, $416.28 will be donated to this 
mission project.   

http://www.redwingfirstcov.org/vbs




Prayer is a vital part of the life of our church.  In order to help us focus on praying for one another, 
please use our list of birthday friends in each month’s Messenger to pray for them and their fami-
lies. There will be enough names to pray for someone throughout the month.  Let’s make praying 

for one another a means of encouragement to us all! 

Remembering Our Birthday Friends with Prayer 

 

First Covenant Church 

2302 Twin Bluff Road 

Red Wing, MN 55066 

651-388-2385 

www.redwingfirstcov.org 

1st Glen Mehrkens, Gail Devery  

 Louise Erickson 

2nd Leanne Sikkink, Don Overlander 

3rd BJ Danielson 

6th Barb Rutschow 

7th Steve Carlson, Marjean Johnson,  

 Roger  Johnson, Sarah Eix 

9th JoAnn Dammann  

11th Lynn Sibert 

12th Amy Van Loon 

18th Jim Larson 

21st Ruth Resel 

22nd Dianne Mehrkens 

23rd Don Hoffman, Ken Sherrard 

24th Heather Gadient  

25th Brad Kimball, Judie Maybach, Tom Loquai, 

 Ed Watzl 

26th Lauren Buck 

27th Jerry Kline  

29th Bev Sander 


