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Enjoying the warmth and freedom of summer is a beautiful rhythm in Minnesota’s cycle of rest. This annual bath in the beauty of sunshine, blooming flowers and trees, and lush green lawns is an important
part of our sacred rhythm of self-care and rejuvenation. We embrace it in our family and we are embracing it in the church office. A slower pace with more margin for spontaneity and bigger excursions is good
and healthy. So as you enjoy this beautiful rhythm, keep Psalm 20:4 in mind, “May he give you the desire
of your heart and make all your plans succeed” and remember to …
Make a Memory
Summer is a great opportunity to make memories you and your family will remember for the rest of your
lives. There’s significant bonding power in shared experiences like road trips, campfires, boat days, pool
parties, walks in the park, etc. So get out and get people together to make a memory.
Make a Friend
We’ve all become a little more separated after the last few years of political division and pandemic isolation. This summer is a great opportunity to rebuild our friendships. Perhaps rekindling old friendships is
just no longer feasible. That’s okay. Let it go. Ask God to guide you to a new friend. We need each other.
You need a friend and that friend needs you. So get out there this summer and make a friend.
Make a Difference
Summer can also too easily become a time of self-consumption, though. We’re not created to be consumers. We’re created to be givers, encouragers, supporters, equippers, comforters, and so on. If we
don’t exercise these gifts, we become stagnant in our own hearts like a stagnant pond that gets overrun
by algae in the summer. Maintain a listening ear for the Spirit’s voice to lead you when opportunities
arise to help someone else. So get out there this summer and make a difference.
Make a Plan
As we all know, Minnesota summers are way too short. Fall is just around the corner and will be upon us
faster than we’d like. With Fall comes the restarting of ministries and programs at the church and the
need for us to be ready for them. As you are resting, relaxing, running, and playing in the freedom of
summer, we invite you to also reflect on how you can be involved with the ministries of the church this
fall. So get out there and enjoy the summer, but as you do, go ahead and make a plan.
Again, in the words of Psalm 20:4, “May he give you the desire of your heart and make all your plans succeed.”
Pastor Jim

Congregational Care
In the Gospel of Mark the 12th chapter verses 28 through 34, there is a conversation that takes place on
Jesus last few days of his life before the crucifixion. He is in the Temple and has been in the temple
teaching each day of this last week. He has all the temple hierarchy angry at him and looking for ways to
get rid of him, but there is one Scribe who really wants to know "Which commandment is first of all?"
Jesus answered that the first is to love the one God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength...the second is this, you shall love your neighbor as yourself. Jesus couldn't separate loving God and loving your
neighbor as yourself.
Here at First Covenant in Red Wing we have had a 150 year history of learning to love our Lord and ourselves and the people the Lord brings into our lives, sometimes they really are our literal neighbors.
When Mike and I first came to FCC in 2007, we were delighted to see how many people were involved in
volunteering in caring for people outside the church walls as well as inside. That hasn't changed. Outside
the walls of FCC we have folks volunteering at CARE Clinic, Faith in Action, First Choice Clinic, Food Shelf,
Hope Coalition and Hope and Harbor. We have members in active ministry with Grief Share, Jesus Driven
and Lightsys.
Within The church walls we have people willing to call homebound members, provide transportation to
appointments, make Hospital visits, Nursing Home visits, Home visits and provide meals to help families
walk through stressful times knowing that we hold them in our hearts.
This is the role of Congregational Care. This is what we do because of our call from the Lord himself to
love others.
I absolutely believe that when we use the gifts that the Lord has given us for one another The body of
Christ, this church, grows in love and health. When we use the gifts and abilities we enjoy in ministry we
honor our Lord, learn to love ourselves and love others. Win, win, win!!!
Every year we have opportunities to join others in various ways of serving. Our next opportunity will be
here in a few months. Think about how you would enjoy serving others. What would make a difference
to someone? It is frequently the small acts of thoughtfulness that make the most difference.
Let us continue the "History" of serving others.
Blessings,
Char Hayes, Congregational Care

Update on Millie Mehrkens
Glen asked us let you know how Millie is doing. She is progressing well as she
will remain in Colorado this summer. Glen is doing well after his hip surgery and
plans to have the second hip done shortly.
Cards and letters can be mailed to:
Peakview
6021 South Liverpool Street #107
Centennial, CO 80016

Thank you Letter from the Eix Family
November 2021
To our BELOVED First Covenant Family,
This is a far too long overdue thank you for the tremendously generous gift of Red Wing Pottery and the
beautifully crafted quilt you gave to us. What a surprise to receive these gifts this Fall as were imagining
the kick-off to your next season of ministry.
It’s always a time of excitement and hope; these gifts reminded us of watermelon eating contests, fellowship meals, and the launching of new and revised programs. The thoughtful messages in each of the
squares of the quilt bring to mind each of your stories and the special times we shared with you. As we
come to the celebration of Thanksgiving, we are thankful for all of you. It makes us smile to use the quilt
snuggling in for a movie and the pitcher along, with the salt and pepper shakers when we have people
over. When our company admires these things, there is quite often a Red Wing story to share and a
memory of how you made us laugh, and faithfully supported our family.
We pray for you often and thank God that he allowed us to have you as part of our story. You can’t know
how thankful we are for these gifts and the time we spent with you in Red Wing. Blessings to you once
again on this season of ministry. May God bless you richly and bless the world through you abundantly!
With all our love,
The Eix Fam
Marc, Sarah, Emily, Nathan and Laura

Red Cross Blood Drive
First Covenant Church to host Red Cross Blood Drive on Friday, July 8 from 12:00 - 6:00 p.m. This is
our 13th drive since we started in 2017. At the time of this newsletter 39 of 51 spots have been filled.
Appointments are filling up quickly, please sign up soon!
Register at redcrossblood.org or call the church office.
There is a critical need for blood.

Vacation Bible School
First Covenant Church
July 18 - 22, 2022
9:00 a.m. - noon
For Kids Entering K to entering 6th grade
Give kids a grand-new perspective!
Go off-road for a Monumental adventure through the colorful canyons and sunbaked trails of the southwest.
By exploring God’s awesomeness, kids form a rock-solid faith for the road ahead.
Each day at Monumental VBS, kids trek through field-tested rotations that reinforce relevant Bible Points and
immerse kids in new adventures.

For more information contact Lori Hart 651.380.4115 or the church office 651.388.2385

REGISTRATION IS OPEN!
www.redwingfirstcov.org/vbs

Fusion: After School Gathering for Students
Fusion is currently not meeting. Enjoy your Summer!
Young Life

We had a great time at our bonfire in June and are looking
forward to more fun events this summer. We are finalizing
details for an event in the middle of July so make sure that
you are keeping an eye out for communications through our
Remind, website, Facebook, and Instagram. We are also gearing up for summer camp and only have 2 spots remaining.
Sign up at redwing.younglife.org before it is too late!

Financial Weekly Giving

Mission Awareness of the Month - The Gideons International
"All scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work."
2 Timothy 3:16-17 NIV
The Gideons International are a body of believers dedicated to making the Word of God available to
everyone and, together with the local church, reaching souls for Christ. They began distributing Bibles
in 1908, and today they have placed more than 2 billion Bibles and New Testaments around the world.
The Gideons believe that distributing copies of God's Word plants powerful seeds that God can use according to His own timing (I Cor. 3:6), allows many to read the truth for themselves (John 8:32), provides a lasting witness (Hb. 4:12), and makes it easier for those reached to boldly spread the Good News
(2 Tim. 2:2). Members of the Gideons personally witness and distribute God's Word and place scriptures in key locations including hotels, motels, medical offices, domestic violence shelters, prisons and
jails.
Tim Droogsma is our congregations Gideon representative, and he would love to share with all interested about the work the Gideons are doing in our local community. Please pray for this ongoing ministry.

REMEMBERING OUR BIRTHDAY FRIENDS

2nd

Casey Larson

15th

Sarah Benidt-Grave, Indeah Yockey

3rd

Derek Alpers

17th

Jillian Lundell

4th

Fred Klenke

18th

Matt Kline, Eli Anderson

6th

Melissa Zenzen

19th

Bruce Eckblad

9th

Mike Bechtold, Maddie Snyder, Denny Yecke

21st

Carole Daggett, Joyce Quade

10th

Mac Walter

24th

Harland Schultz

11th

Jessica Frechette

25th

Janine Mason, Becky Van Loon

12th

Paul Resel

26th

Dori Svihl, Leanne Overlander

13th

Emmy Sherrard

27th

Beth Schulthess

14th

Jim Nelson

29th

Arlene Freewalt, Angelina Carlisle,
Camille Hart, Susan Gronvall

Prayer is a vital part of the life of our church. In order to help us focus on praying for one another,
please use our list of birthday friends in each month’s Messenger to pray for them and their families.
There will be enough names to pray for someone throughout the month.
Let’s make praying for one another a means of encouragement to us all!

BLENDED SERVICE 8:30AM

First Covenant Church
2302 Twin Bluff Road
Red Wing, MN 55066
651-388-2385
www.redwingfirstcov.org

Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting
Sunday, July 10, 2022
Immediately following the 2nd service
Mark your calendars….

|

CONTEMPORARY SERVICE 10:00AM

