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July 2019 
Back in October 2014, I was tricked… I mean invited to run in the Mankato Mar-
athon! All jokes aside, it actually was for a very important reason. Our church 
had partnered with Team World Vision, a fundraising initiative that invites peo-
ple participate in a 10k, half, or full marathon in order to raise money for World 
Vision. The connection is that many people around the world have to walk typi-
cally 3-5 miles one way just to get water, and so in participating in the mara-
thon, you are essentially going the distance in their place as the money you 
raise goes toward building new water sources much closer to their communi-
ties.  

But proximity isn’t the only reason. Many of those water sources that people 
travel miles to are typically contaminated with bacteria that causes diseases 
like dysentery, cholera, and many other side affects. In fact, according to World 
Vision’s Website: “Nearly 1,000 children under age 5 die every day from diar-
rhea caused by contaminated water, poor sanitation, and improper hy-
giene” (https://www.worldvision.org/our-work/clean-water).  

Can you imagine experiencing life like this? Having clean water pumped into 
our kitchens and bathrooms is truly a blessing for us. And in many ways we can 
literally be a blessing to others through these clean water initiatives that our 
church continually participates in. In 2017 our kids hosted a Walk for Water 
event where they experienced walking to go get water for themselves and 
raised a little over $1800 for Project Blue (a Covenant World Relief clean water 
program). Last year we as a church collected coins in a Jerry can, also for Pro-
ject Blue, where we raised almost $4300!  

But what is most exciting was the well project fundraising event that took place 
recently on June 12. Thanks to the vision of Emily Eix, along with the help of the 
student leadership, we all were able to participate together in not only creating 
a fun environment filled with great entertainment, but we have also helped 
provide a new well in a Zimbabwe community where a local church runs an or-
phan camp twice a year.  This camp is near and dear to Emily's heart having vis-
ited the camp with her family several years ago. But the need is urgent because 
the current well in the camp's community has recently dried up and it is 10 
miles to the next closest well.  

The goal was to raise $6,000 to build the well and I am excited to share that we 
have raised well over that amount, which will be sent to the camp's directors in 
an effort to get this well project completed as soon as possible and then bless 
those children this summer! So I want to say thank you all for your prayers over 
this project, thank you all for your help and participation in fighting the water 
crisis around the world, and on behalf of the community in Zimbabwe, thank 
you all for your radical generosity in meeting a very real need that changes 
lives! 

         Mike Bechtold 

https://www.worldvision.org/our-work/clean-water




“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above your-
selves,” (Philippians 2:3) 
 

Please humor me as I learned yet another lesson in my many shortcomings.  A few weeks ago I indulged 
in one of my after work Friday rituals: sitting outside Caribou on a warm spring day, enjoying a cold 
caffeinated beverage.  The work week done. The sun on my face.  The din of weekend traffic passing by.  
The tune of a songbird under a shade tree.  Ahhhh, life with God was grand!  And then it happened… 
 

My peace and joy was interrupted by a “thumpity, thump, boom” of a rap song in a vehicle coming out 
of the drive through.  I was a little miffed. Then a rusted out Chevy Blazer belching exhaust and sounds 
competing with the rap song appeared. My “miff” factor went up 2 points.  Then driving this ramshackle 
ride was a big, big lady.  She had a cell phone jammed to her ear, and a freshly lit Marlboro pinched in 
her lips.  My “miffiness” was red lining.  Oh, and she was of a culture not like my German/Scandinavian 
mutt heritage.  And then the unthinkable happened.  She stopped the Blazer, tore the wrapper off her 
straw and threw it out the window, and rolled on.  A litterer!  I shifted in my chair, squinted at her turn-
ing on Highway 61 then said under my breath, “That figures!”  You too?   
 

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23) 
 

Then it happened.  Maybe some of the cultural competency teachings last year sunk in, or maybe God 
grabbed me by the short hairs and asked, “Who are you to judge?” You see God caught my prejudicial 
thoughts in so many ways: 

I don’t like rap music; more of Merle Haggard guy; 
Never drove a Chevy, kind of a Ford dude; 
She was probably medically obese.  Me? Oh I’ve run marathons. (see me patting myself on the 

back!) 
She was a smoker, I quit 30 years ago. 
She was a female, and us guys know all about female drivers…. 
She was of African American heritage.  I’m proudly 50% German. (Never mind that Holocaust deal) 
And sin of all sins, she littered. Surely my sins are nothing compared to that, or so I rationalized.  

 

You see in the span of 60 seconds I took to the rocky road of judgment to evaluate this person in seven 
different ways – even though the Bible says we are all made in God’s image. In that short time, I deemed 
myself better than her when I don’t know her story, the burdens she bears or the hurts she seen.  As the 
Philippians verse above says my vain conceit was on display rather than my humility to the Lord.  
 

Does this sound familiar?  So what to do?  I said a prayer for the lady in the Blazer, said a big prayer 
about my judgmental attitude, picked up the straw wrapper and humbly went home. 
 

May the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you rule the peoples with equity and guide the nations of 
the earth.  (Psalm 67:4) 
 
Humbly yours in Christ, 
Cory Doden, Church Chair 

Human Hypocrisy, Holy Judgement 



We are already at the mid-point of 2019. The following is an update on our church’s financial status. 

One of the exciting things happening so far in 2019 is our Sanctuary Remodel Pledge Drive. You have 
stepped up to see this project realized with 62 pledges totaling over $48,000. This shows we are being 
good stewards of our building for future generations.  Along with memorial fund monies ($15,000), 
2017 surplus funds ($8,000), and 2018 remodel donations ($8,500), we have nearly $80,000 earmarked 
for this project. 
 
You have also generously given to special fundraisers this year, such as: 

Emily’s Well Project in Nyanga, Zimbabwe:  $12,897 
Youth Mission Trip to Milwaukee:  $2,189 
Missions of the Month (Jan-June):  $4,146 
Benevolence Fund:  $1,840 
Jesus Driven Ministry:  $1,845 
 

 

We currently have a shortfall of $32,000 (-13%) of actual giving versus budgeted offerings in the general 
fund and building fund. As shown in the chart below, year-to-date giving in comparison to 2018 is down 
by -2.4%. Compared to 2017, this year’s giving is down -6%. We continue to pay down the mortgage 
with larger payments ($7,200 monthly), with the hope of paying the mortgage off by the end of 2025. 
The Executive Council is being fiscally responsible and monitoring our budget and spending. In order to 
catch up during the remainder of this year, though, giving would need to increase by $2,500 per week. 
There are 140 giving units at First Covenant Church, so the challenge for each of us is to prayerfully con-
sider what we can faithfully give to close this gap.  

With summer now upon us, it’s especially important to keep our gifts consistent so we can maintain 
church commitments. Consider giving automated gifts through our Breeze online app so giving can con-
tinue even when you’re away. Your faithfulness and generosity are much appreciated! 
 

Submitted by, 
Kathy Johnson, Financial Secretary 

Giving Update  - July 2019 



“Send forth your word, Lord, and let there be light,” 
The Gideons International is made up of 270,000 members in 200 countries, territories and possessions 
across the globe who are dedicated to making the Word of God available to everyone.  Because they 
know that people are led to faith in Christ by the profound truths discovered in God’s Word, Gideons In-
ternational provides Bibles and New Testaments in over 95 languages and have placed and distributed 
more than 2 billion Bibles and New Testaments around the world.  Gideons personally witness and dis-
tribute God's Word to police, fire, and medical personnel military personnel, students in 5th grade and 
above, and to those with whom they interact on a daily basis.  They also place Bibles or New Testaments 
in key locations such as hotels/motels, hospitals, convalescent homes, medical offices, domestic violence 
shelters, prisons, and jails.  They believe that copies of God's Word plants seeds God can use according to 
His own timing (I Cor. 3:16), allows many to read the truth for themselves (John 8:32), provides a lasting 
witness (Heb.4:12), and makes it easier for those reached to boldly spread the Good News (II Tim. 2:2).   
We can support this ministry by:  

Becoming a Friend: As a Friend of Gideons, your prayer or financial support will play a direct role in 
providing God's Word where it is needed most. 

Prayer Partnering: Pray for the ministry's specific needs throughout the world.  Specific prayer re-
quests can be found on the Gideons International website. 

Find out about the local chapter and their ministry and needs by speaking with Tim Droogsma.  You 

may even choose to become a member. 

Mission Awareness of the Month - Gideons International 

Habitat for Humanity—Volunteers and Meals Needed 
Habitat for Humanity – Our vision is a world where  
everyone has a decent place to live.  We partner with 
families who otherwise may be unable to achieve the 
dream of home ownership by establishing partnerships 
among God’s people to build simple, decent, affordable 
homes. As a nonprofit, ecumenical Christian ministry that builds with people in need regardless of race 
or religion, we welcome volunteers and supporters from all backgrounds.  
Goodhue County Habitat for Humanity is gearing up for our next Build Season and we need your help!  It 

takes 2,500 volunteer hours to build a Habitat for Humanity home.  It also takes about 25 meals and 

about 300 donuts!  If you want to swing a hammer, bring a meal or provide a snack, we would appreci-

ate it!  You can go to our website gchabitat.org , or call Jodi Beach @ 507-403-7868 to let us know if you 

want to help on the build or bring a meal. 

American Red Cross Blood Drive 

First Covenant Church is hosting American Red Cross Blood Drive 
on Tuesday, July 23 from noon to 6:00 p.m. To schedule a time to 
give blood you can access the scheduling account at  
www.redcrossblood.org/account-login. 

http://www.redcrossblood.org/account-login


Vacation Bible School—July 15 - 19 
Please prayerfully consider hosting members of the Teens for Christ group from July 
14-20 for VBS. The group would arrive around 9 p.m. Sunday night. They participate 
in activities at the church daily from 8 a.m. until 9 p.m., so hosting mainly consists of 
providing sleeping space, a shower, and a simple breakfast like cereal. The Teens for 
Christ group will be provided lunch and evening meals at church each day. If inter-

ested, please contact Suzie Kline at 651-764-0924 or Sarah at the church office 388-2385. 

ROAR! Registration is open and underway for VBS 2019! 

This year’s VBS dates for youth are July 15-19 at First Covenant Church from  
9 a.m. until noon for youth entering K through entering 6th grade. Register at 
 https://vbspro.events/p/events/c8a8e1 or through the First Covenant 
webpage. 
 

Teen VBS will run from 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. Join the TFC group for crazy games,  
lessons, bible trivia, treats and snacks.  
 

Adult and teen volunteers are welcome and needed to assist with games, crafts, and more during morn-

ing VBS! Call Lori Hart: 651-385-0835 or sign up online at https://vbspro.events/p/events/c8a8e1 or 

through the First Covenant webpage. 

Note of Thanks 
Dear First Covenant Church Family, 

I’m taking this time while watching the Women’s World Cup Cameroon vs Netherlands match to write 
you a note of gratitude. We appreciate so much your partnership with us in ministry. 

Watching this match reminds us of the wonderful people of Cameroon that we anticipate returning to 
work with in just a few weeks. As we focus attention on our July 17 departure you encourage us in the 
knowledge that you are with us enabling our students at Rain Forest International School. 

Blessed to be In It Together with you, 

Jan and Ron Ziegelbaur 

PS. Be sure to get the July-Sept Covenant Home Altar and read the devotions Janet wrote. 

Lake Beauty Bible Camps 
Camp season is in full swing! Please remember our campers in your prayers this month: 

July  1 - 3  Frontier Camp   Samuel Westphall, Calvin Westphall, Lucy Wachholz, Madelyn Wachholz, Mari 
Hanson, Viola Schmidt  

July 28 - Aug 2  Senior High Camp  Angelina Carlisle, Alyssa Malyon, India Weaver, Jasmine Engler, Justin 
Carlisle, Londyn Overlander, Madison Snyder, Margaret Keehn, Matthew Mehrkens, Preston Carlisle,  

Rebecca Alpers 
 

https://vbspro.events/p/events/c8a8e1?fbclid=IwAR0F3-QrG49Rc9-qSst3Yy95itVFeqPWRArnlw-6mWM90y0V6DOq6oK4iBQ
https://vbspro.events/p/events/c8a8e1?fbclid=IwAR0F3-QrG49Rc9-qSst3Yy95itVFeqPWRArnlw-6mWM90y0V6DOq6oK4iBQ


Pastoral Relations Committee Share 
Pastors are People too! Did you know that 75% of pastors fight depression or that 90% feel they are inad-
equately trained to cope with ministry demands? Pastors are under tremendous pressure to meet all the 
demands a congregation place on them. Thankfully FCC has a Pastoral Relations Committee (PRC). This 
committee's function is to do whatever is necessary to insure vital, healthy, mutually beneficial relation-
ships between the congregation and our frontline ministry. Please join us in praying for and encouraging 
our pastors and their families. We are so blessed to have Marc and Mike serving with us.  

Any questions or concerns contact your PRC:   
Dave Fredrickson, Roger Johnson, Rob Keehn or Ruth Allen 

Sanctuary Remodel Update 
After a slight delay in the remodel planning process, we are still hoping to begin working on the sanctu-
ary in August. 
We felt it would be better to get a professional opinion on colors, carpet patterns and other ideas for up-
dating the front of the sanctuary.  We decided to consult Station 19 in Minneapolis which is a family-
owned business founded in 1974.  They began their company because they had a passion for guiding 
churches through the organizational challenges of a building/remodel project.  They have done larger 
projects with First Covenant in River Falls and Faith Covenant in Burnsville.  We have already had first 
round discussions with them and we will meet with them in the beginning of July for final ideas. 
We have a volunteer list started for those willing to help with painting, pew removal and placement, 
wallpaper removal, tile work, and carpet removal.  Feel free to let Jim Larson know if you can help in  

August. 
Thank you for your patience as we continue through the process of updating our Sanctuary!  

Library Corner 
This month we want to make you aware of some new books we have recently received in our church li-
brary. We have two new series by Lynn Austin, an author many have enjoyed. Also, a set of new Craig 
Parshall books. These are mystery books and keeps you in suspense turning pages. We have David Jere-
miah's "Book of signs". We have placed these new books on the top shelf by the "New Books" sign. We 
encourage you to "check out" our church Library and "check out" a book or two. 

Happy 100th Hazel Larson 

A very special birthday for Hazel Larson who turns 100 years young!  

Come and help her celebrate at the Lund Mission Covenant Church 

 on Sunday, July 14  

2:00 - 4:30 p.m.  

It will be your good wishes that will make it special. 

TURNS 100 ON JULY 1st!! 



Covenant Trust—The Story of You...Pass It On! 
Yay! Summer is here!  
With school out and vacations to visit grandma and grandpa, aunts and uncles happening, it’s a perfect 
opportunity to think about your legacy – your story and what you are going to leave behind for the next 
generation and beyond. 
One part of your legacy is probably written in your financial plan.  
The other part of your legacy is the story of you. The important “assets” that are uniquely yours like tra-
ditions, stories, family history, and education. When you think about all that you have to offer, there is so 
much to steward well into the hands of your children and grandchildren. It’s the legacy, the stories, the 
“all about you” that you want to pass on. 
As you start thinking about your legacy and the story of you, here are a few questions to help you get 
started: 

What do I want to leave for the next generation?  

If I could transfer anything, what would it be?  

What stories do I want to see carried forward?  

What traditions do I want to live on?  

The financial assets we have are important, and we all need to make a plan to steward them well to our 
family and the causes near and dear to our hearts. Covenant Trust can help with that.  
But also think about making a plan for those assets that may matter even more – the story of you. Pass 
on the stories, bring out the old photographs and show them off, share the stories and experiences, the 
traditions, maybe even the recipes… all the things and moments that have and still enrich your life and 
bring you so much joy and meaning.  
Doesn’t it sound like fun to reminisce, to look back at the memories of your past and bring them alive for 

the future? It’s the story of you… pass it on! 





1st Hazel Larson  

2nd  Casey Larson 

3rd Derek Alpers 

4th Linda Anderson, Fred Klenke 

6th Melissa Zenzen  

9th Mike Bechtold, Maddie Snyder,  
 Terry Yockey 
 

12th Paul Resel 

13th    Emmy Sherrard 

14th Jim Nelson 

15th Sarah Benidt-Grave, Indeah Yockey 

18th  Matt Kline, Richie Lockwood, 
             Eli Anderson 
 

19th Bruce Eckblad, Leah Ryan 

21st Carole Daggett, Joyce Quade 

24th Harland Schultz 

25th Janine Mason, Becky Van Loon 

26th Dori Svihl,  Leanne Overlander 

27th Beth Schulthess  

28th Joanie Heineman  

29th Arlene Freewalt, Angelina Carlisle, Camille 
             Hart, Susan Gronvall 
 

Prayer is a vital part of the life of our church.  In order to help us focus on praying for one another, please use 
our list of birthday friends in each month’s Messenger to pray for them and their families. There will be 

enough names to pray for someone throughout the month.  Let’s make praying for one another a means of 
encouragement to us all! 

 

Remembering Our Birthday Friends with Prayer 

First Covenant Church 

2302 Twin Bluff Road 

Red Wing, MN 55066 

651-388-2385 

www.redwingfirstcov.org 

Summer Worship Times 

For July 

Blended at 8:30 a.m. 

Contemporary at 10:30 a.m. 

Entire Month of AUGUST and SEPTEMBER 1 

One Worship Service - 10:30 a.m. 


