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July 2018 
Having just returned from the Covenant Annual Meeting I am greatly encouraged by the 
work our denomination does for the sake of the gospel “to see more disciples among 
more populations in a more caring and just world” (Evangelical Covenant Church Presi-
dent Gary Walter).  In so many ways, this work is countercultural meaning that it is con-
sistently out of step with trends and passions of our culture.  Gospel work and gospel 
people are defined by gospel ethics – ethics centered in the life and work of Jesus.  This 
is why Jesus’ followers sometimes come into conflict with cultural systems, policies, and 
individuals that diverge from Jesus example and teaching.  In these cases, Christians are 
called to speak truth and work to change culture. 
An example of this was seen recently in the decision of ECC President Gary Walter to join 
other Christian leaders in calling on the Trump administration to change course on its 
“zero tolerance” policy at the U.S.-Mexico border that is dividing children from their par-
ents. Nearly 2,000 children, many as young as infants, have been separated over the past 
two months according to government figures.  The letter was authored by the Evangeli-
cal Immigration Table and sent to President Trump.  It says, in part, “As evangelical Chris-
tians guided by the Bible, one of our core convictions is that God has established the 
family as the fundamental building block of society. The state should separate families 
only in the rarest of instances. While illegal entry to the United States can be a misde-
meanor criminal violation, past administrations have exercised discretion in determining 
when to charge individuals with this offense, taking into account the wellbeing of chil-
dren who may also be involved. A “zero tolerance” policy removes that discretion with 
the effect of removing even small children from their parents. The traumatic effects of 
this separation on these young children, which could be devastating and long-lasting, are 
of utmost concern.” 
Walter said, “God gives children family for protection, direction, and provision. It is trau-
matic whenever that familial security is not in place for whatever reason. Given the 
broad discretion of government in these cases, separation should only take place in the 
most cautious, exceptional circumstances, not under a zero-tolerance policy. Walter also 
underscored the importance of speaking out on this issue on behalf of the many Hispanic 
families and individuals who call the ECC their home. These are not vague policy debates. 
These events are devastating to our Covenant brothers and sisters. My signing the letter 
is an expression of our solidarity.” 
The letter can be found at http://evangelicalimmigrationtable.com under the media link.  
Other signers include Russell Moore, president of the Southern Baptist Convention’s Eth-
ics & Religious Liberty Commission and Rich Stearns, President, World Vision U.S. 
It may be uncomfortable for some to read about their church “getting political” regard-
ing policies of the United States (or any other) government.  However, we must 
acknowledge that no government of this world ever perfectly reflects the Kingdom of 
God and worldly governments often use power in a way that contradicts the gospel.  As 
the 2014 ECC Resolution on Immigration states: “As Christians we are called to be salt 
and light in the national discourse on immigration by imitating Christ’s spirit of compas-
sion and hospitality alongside an appropriate respect for the law” (go to covchurch.org to 
read this helpful document). 
I appreciate Gary for his courage and his leadership and his passion to follow Jesus as 
well as our denomination for providing numerous examples of what it means to live as 
Gospel people in our world.  May it be so with us as individuals and as a church as well. 
 

          Grace & Peace,  Marc 

http://evangelicalimmigrationtable.com




Ah the glorious days of a Minnesota summer are upon us!  With long days, short nights and the call of a 
loon from the lake comes the quintessential American holiday of the 4th of July.  It’s a national celebra-
tion of picnics, baseball, hotdogs, lake life, small town parades and big time fireworks - amateur and 
professional!  Two years ago this month Denise and I had the awesome adventure of spending 5 days in 
in our nation’s capital.   

Those days instilled a greater sense of appreciation, pride and patriotism as we visited memorials and 
museums honoring men and women that founded our democratic republic. These founders were not 
the garden variety politicians we get today that are swayed by polls and payola.  They were farmers, sci-
entists, inventors, poets, soldiers and proper statesmen.  They were men of courage and conviction that 
truly risked life and limb to birth the United States of America.  As we toured these sites a common 
theme also came to light: these were people of God and the Bible who put their spiritual life in front of 
national pride!  Below are just of a few quotes we read: 

"While we are zealously performing the duties of good citizens and soldiers, we certainly ought 
not to be inattentive to the higher duties of religion. To the distinguished character of Patriot, 
it should be our highest glory to add the more distinguished character of Christian." (George 
Washington) 

"God who gave us life gave us liberty. And can the liberties of a nation be thought secure when 
we have removed their only firm basis, a conviction in the minds of the people that these lib-
erties are of the Gift of God?  (Thomas Jefferson) 

"Resistance to tyranny becomes the Christian and social duty of each individual. ... Continue 
steadfast and, with a proper sense of your dependence on God, nobly defend those rights 
which heaven gave, and no man ought to take from us." (John Hancock) 

“I believe in one God, the Creator of the Universe. That He governs it by His Providence. That He 
ought to be worshipped.”  (Benjamin Franklin) 

"It cannot be emphasized too strongly or too often that this great nation was founded, not by 
religionists, but by Christians; not on religions, but on the gospel of Jesus Christ.”  (Patrick 
Henry) 

"In forming and settling my belief relative to the doctrines of Christianity, I adopted no articles 
from creeds but such only as, on careful examination, I found to be confirmed by the Bi-
ble."  (John Jay, 1st Chief Justice of the Supreme Court) 

Really, I could go on and on but you get the message.  For sure our founding fathers were brilliant crafts-
man, statesmen, visionaries, thinkers and protectors of liberty.  But foremost they showed humility and 
reverence for our grand Creator first.  So before we stuff another hotdog down our gullet or wipe the 
watermelon juice dripping from our chin, let’s remember those men and women for the valor and as-
surance they showed 242 years ago.  Then may we pray with the same fervor to the same God they 
prayed to, and let our faith be as big and grand as this great nation they founded in 1776.  Amen. 

God Bless America and the patriots of First Covenant! 

Cory Doden 
FCC Council Chair 
 

Faith of Our (Founding) Fathers 



Library Corner 

This month we are going to recommend a book by Francine Rivers. Many people enjoy her books as 
there is a strong spiritual emphasis in her books with many references on how to live the Christian life. 
"Masterpiece" is a new book and recently released. Be sure to read them 
last few pages in Francine's summary. We are happy to make this available 
as well as some other new books by Karen Kingsbury and Terri Blackstock. 

Come in and browse around.  We would like to say we have something for 
everyone!!!!! 

 

It is with faithfulness that we give of our time, talents and treasures. Thank you for your giving to First 
Covenant and supporting our ministries. 
 

We are halfway through the year and giving to the general and building funds has fallen behind our 
budget for 2018, with a shortfall of about $24,000, or 10 percent. Year-to-year giving in comparison is 
shown in the chart below, with 2018 trailing 2017 by 3 percent.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our budget doesn’t take a vacation, and with summer now upon us, it’s especially important to keep 
our gifts consistent so we can maintain church commitments.  
 

This fall we plan to roll out a new, and easier, online giving program so you can set up automated gifts 
even when you’re away. Stay tuned for more info! 
 

Your faithfulness and generosity are much appreciated. 
 

Giving Update  - July 2018 



“Send forth your word, Lord, and let there be light,” 

The Gideons International is made up of 270,000 members in 200 countries, territories and possessions 
across the globe who are dedicated to making the Word of God available to everyone.  Because they 
know that people are led to faith in Christ by the profound truths discovered in God’s Word, Gideons In-
ternational provides Bibles and New Testaments in over 95 languages, and have placed and distributed 
more then 2 billion Bibles and New Testaments around the world.  Gideons personally witness and dis-
tribute God's Word to police, fire, and medical personnel military personnel, students in 5th grade and 
above, and to those with whom they interact on a daily basis.  They also place Bibles or New Testaments 
in key locations such as hotels/motels, hospitals, convalescent homes, medical offices, domestic violence 
shelters, prisons, and jails.  They believe that copies of God's Word plants seeds God can use according 
to His own timing (I Cor. 3:16), allows many to read the truth for themselves (John 8:32), provides a 
lasting witness (Heb.4:12), and makes it easier for those reached to boldly spread the Good News (II Tim. 
2:2).   

We can support this ministry by:  

Becoming a Friend: As a Friend of Gideons, your prayer or financial support will play a direct role in 
providing God's Word where it is needed most. 

Prayer Partnering: Pray for the ministry's specific needs throughout the world. Specific prayer re-
quests can be found on the Gideons International website. 

Find out about the local chapter and their ministry and needs by speaking with Tim Droogsma.  
You may even choose to become a member. 

Mission Awareness of the Month - Gideons International 

Vacation Bible School Housing Needed — July 23-27 
Please prayerfully consider hosting some of the Teens for Christ group in your home during VBS week, 
July 23-27.  The responsibilities are minimal, basically you are providing a place for the teens/adults to 
sleep, shower, and perhaps provide a light cereal breakfast. The TFC group spends the entire day at the 
church leading morning VBS, participating in afternoon activities, and leading evening Teen VBS. We 
provide lunch and dinner for the group at church.  They will 
leave your home between 8:00 and 8:30 each morning and 
arrive after 9 p.m. each night (and they have their own 
transportation). If interested, please contact Sarah in the 
office at 388-2385 or Suzie Kline at 651-764-0924. Thank you 
for your consideration! 

“Shipwrecked Rescued by Jesus” is this year’s Vacation Bible 
School theme for children entering kindergarten through 
completed 5th grade. 

  Sign up online at www.redwingfirstcov.org/vbs 

 



Baptism Sunday/ Church Potluck (August 26) 

Women of First Covenant, it is time to cool off and relax! Join us on Wednesday, July 18th at Becky Lar-
son's pool. Her address is 2330 South Oak Drive. Swimming begins at 5:30 but if swimming isn't your 
thing that's just fine. Please bring a salad to share as we'll be eating together at 6:30. Our beverage and 
dessert will be provided. Hope you are able to join us! 

Quiet Bag Ministry 

Women Ministries Pool Event 

Join us for a very special day as we celebrate new life in Christ through the sacrament of baptism! This 
will be during our 10:30am service. Immediately following the service is our annual Church Potluck. Eve-
ryone is asked to bring an item to share. There will be plenty of food, activities, and fellowship! This is a 
Sunday you don’t want to miss! If you are interested in being baptized or would like to know more about 
it, talk with Pastor Marc 

Quiet Bag Ministry is adding new items in the quiet bags. Soft toys/books and stuffed animals, plus bibli-
cal items are some of the choices for children in the bags. Parents, please be aware that some items are 
clearly marked as not intended for children under three years of age. Please provide any feedback to the 
church office for future items to include or discontinue. 

Notes of Thanks 
Thank you so much for letting us use your gym to practice volleyball this past spring.  It is so generous of 
you to allow us to use this space.  We appreciate how flexible you are with scheduling the days that 
work for our team.  Without your kindness and generosity, we couldn't have had such a fun and success-
ful volleyball season!          8th grade volleyball team 
 

Thank you for hosting Peace Church, Kewaskum, WI. They loved the church and were so appreciated of 
the hospitality. Habitat cannot build affordable home without partners such as yourself. Thank you!  

             Goodhue County Habitat for Humanity 

Lake Beauty Bible Camp 
Camp season is in full swing! Please remember our campers in your prayers this month: 

July 5 - 7  Frontier Camp   Samuel Westphall, Joseph Szuberski, Cameron Van Campen  

July 29 - Aug 3  Senior High Camp  Angelina Carlisle, Anthony Mason, Casey Larson, Emily Eix, Hannah 
Beaulieu, Katie Beaulieu, Nathaniel Beaulieu, Jonah Deppe, Krista Larson, Becca Alpers and Tyler Hanson 
 

Consider attending family camp over the Labor Day weekend. You could camp or stay in the air the air-
conditioned cabins.  More information can be found at www.lbbc.com 





1st Hazel Larson and Julie Trok 

3rd Derek Alpers 

4th Linda Anderson, Fred Klenke 

6th Melissa Zenzen  

9th Denny Yecke, Mike Bechtold,  

  Maddie Snyder 

12th Paul Resel 

13th    Emmy Sherrard 

15th Sarah Benidt-Grave, Indeah Yockey 

19th Bruce Eckblad and Leah Ryan 

21st Carole Daggett 

24th Dan Gronvall, Harland Schultz 

25th Janine Mason 

26th Dori Svihl, Leanne Overlander 

27th Beth Schulthess  

28th Joanie Heineman  

29th Arlene Freewalt, Angelina Carlisle, Camille 

             Hart, Susan Gronvall 

Prayer is a vital part of the life of our church.  In order to help us focus on praying for one another, please use 
our list of birthday friends in each month’s Messenger to pray for them and their families. There will be 

enough names to pray for someone throughout the month.  Let’s make praying for one another a means of 
encouragement to us all! 

 

Remembering Our Birthday Friends with Prayer 

First Covenant Church 

2302 Twin Bluff Road 

Red Wing, MN 55066 

651-388-2385 

www.redwingfirstcov.org 

Summer Worship Times 

For July 

Blended at 8:30 a.m. 

Contemporary at 10:30 a.m. 

Entire Month of AUGUST and SEPTEMBER 2 

One Worship Service - 10:30 a.m. 


