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Intentional Invitations
Did you know that one of the best tools for someone to encounter Christ is an
intentional invitation? At our congregational meeting last month, I had the
privilege of introducing our church’s Christmas invitation cards, but more importantly was sharing why we were using them.
In doing a little research, the 2010 US Census reports that 34% of people in
Goodhue County identified as having no religion. This amounts to about 16,000
people. Looking way back to 2000, that number was about 4,500. This means
that there was a 256% increase in those 10 years, and I expect that now another decade has passed this trend most likely would have continued to grow
(Statistics taken from www.city-data.com). There is no denying that the opportunity to spread the gospel is ripe here in Red Wing!
But there is some really good news in spite of this. In a 2014 Christianity Today
Article titled “Strategic Evangelism,” Lifeway Survey stated that 63% of Americans say a personal invitation from a friend or neighbor would be very or somewhat effective in getting them to visit a church. In other words, a simple invitation can go a long way to people finding community and encountering the Gospel message. However, we sadly don't invite people. Lifeway Survey also reported that 67% of Christians says that in the past 6 months, they have invited
0-3 people to church (https://lifewayresearch.com/2018/07/12).
The power of an invitation can go a long way. One great example of this is
found in John 1. Philip encounters Jesus and his life was never the same. Philip
then rushes out to go find his friend, Nathaniel, to tell him that they found the
Messiah. And after a little hesitation from Nathaniel, Philip invites him to
“come and see” for himself (John 1:46). An invitation is a simple tool that can
lead someone to encountering Christ for themselves!
So how do we do this? I know that not everyone is an extrovert or has the spiritual gift of talking to strangers. So Marc and I took a little time to brainstorm a
list of ideas to get creative in how we can invite others to come and see for
themselves. From bringing a plate of tasty treats over to your neighbor, to inviting a friend out to coffee; we cannot forget the power of small talk! Create
opportunities to strike up conversations with people about the weather,
sports, latest movies, holiday plans, work, ect. Simply being in proximity with
others and starting a conversation can open doors to invite them to join you at
church.
Not sure how to do that? Here’s some great ideas to spark your imagination:
• Note the power of small talk! Strike up conversations with people about
the weather, sports, latest movies, holiday plans, work, ect. Simply being in
proximity with others and starting a conversation can open doors to invite
them to join you at church.
• Don’t invite people to go to church; rather invite them to join you. Offer to
pick them up or coordinate with them about a time to meet there. Let
them know you’d love to sit with them, introduce them to some others you
think they “have just got to meet!”
cont. top of page 3

Intentional Invitations (cont.)
•

Make a checklist of people you often encounter and could invite: grocery clerk, boss, teacher, gym,
maintenance, hair stylist, food server, dentist, mail carrier, employees, friends, relatives, neighbors, etc.
Be praying over these names and be intentional to invite 1-2 each week.
• Go for a walk around the neighborhood regularly and strike up conversations with people you meet.
• Invite a friend out to lunch and invite them to join you.
• Bring your neighbor a plate of tasty treats with an invitation inside.
• Bring little baggies of candy to your coworkers with an invitation inside.
• Host a Christmas party at your house and invite your neighbors over.
• Bring a meal over to a family in need.
• Deliver a gift for a birthday or holiday and invite them to join you at Church.
• Go to a school sporting event and while cheering on our youth, get to know the people around you.
• Collect food donations on behalf of our church for the Food Shelf and pass out an invitation to church.
• Assist your neighbors with yard work/shoveling and start a conversation!
• Bring gifts to local service members (firefighters, police officers, etc) and let them know we’re praying for
them! Include the invitation in the gift.
Offer to babysit for another family and invite them to see all the opportunities we have for families of all ages
to connect.
Mike Bechtold

Update from the Treasurer
Thank you for your interest and participation in the Congregational business meeting on 8 December 2019.
First Covenant Church, FCC, is blessed in so many ways; an active and engaged church family, strong and energized pastors, a strong youth program, outreach support into the community and beyond. Your time and
talents support these ministries, THANK YOU!
The Congregation was asked to make a decision whether FCC should re-finance or re-amoritize the mortgage
as part of the 2020 budget. The Congregation voted to re-amoritize. To make this happen, $25,000 from the
designated building fund will be used to pay down on the mortgage, additionally, FCC members are asked to
donate an additional $25,000.
To achieve this goal, the following guidance is provided:
• Checks or cash are acceptable, please identify this offering by writing “Re-amoritization Offering” on
the check or envelope
• f you use Breeze online giving and want to make a special donation, you can select “Re-amoritization
Offering” as the fund.
• Any amount will be accepted, however, if 10 members give $2,500 each, the goal will be reached
• Please make the offering by 26 January 2020
All offerings designated for this purpose will go toward the mortgage, even if more than $25,000 is received.
If you have questions, please refer them to Cory Doden, Council Chair, Kathy Johnson, Financial Secretary, or
Paul Resel, Treasurer. Please pray about this request, thank you.
In Christ,
Paul Resel, Treasurer

The Business of Discipleship
The headlines and talking heads in the media scream of ruthless, heartless business owners and CEO’s committing ethical, moral and legal crimes. Then it seems many times these scoundrels walk away with a golden
parachute and leave the company “without admitting guilt.” As they say, “It makes for good TV.” However, in
my 40 years in business I have encountered many business leaders that don’t make headlines. They are family men (and women). They are ethical, treating their employees, customers and shareholders fairly and respectfully. And many are men and women of God. Let me tell you a story of one such man I met briefly and
worked for his company 11 years.
His name was Marvin Schwan. Yes, that Schwan, founder and CEO of the Schwan’s Food Company in Marshall, Minnesota. You know them as the little yellow trucks that go door to door across the nation selling all
sorts of frozen foods from butter brickle ice cream to burritos. Marvin was a great businessman, brilliant
leader and … dedicated disciple of Jesus.
We all go through tests of our faith. Marvin’s came on February 23, 1974. Fire destroyed the ice cream plant,
corporate offices and distribution center. Chaos, confusion and panic swirled around Marshall. Would the
company fold? Would Marvin take his considerable wealth and run for his Florida home? Would the company
relocate to Sioux Falls for lower taxes, better transportation and a larger pool of employees?
Then Marvin did something curious. Amid the turmoil, in the dead of winter, he took an afternoon off and
went to his favorite fishing hole! His management team was dumbfounded. But Marvin didn’t fish. He pondered and prayed, pondered and prayed, then prayed some more. The next morning, he gathered his team
and against all conventional business wisdom calmly told his staff they were going to rebuild in Marshall, Minnesota. Marvin was surely the economic savior of Marshall. But also a great example of going to, and staying
with God in a dark time.
So as we end one decade and begin another, I ask you to take a page out of Marvin’s book. Take some time
among the holiday commotion to “ponder and pray”. Reflect on these questions:
What is one great thing God has lead you through the last 10 years?
What is one great thing God will lead you to in the next 10 years?
In closing, I’ll leave you with Marvin’s standard phrase after meeting a new person:
I’m so glad God brought us together!
Cory Doden, Church Chair

Adult Discovery Hour Classes start January 5th
In January Discovery hour classes will resume on Sunday the 5th. The women's class will continue with Rebecca Beaulieu leading the class. Another class will be led by Dave Fredrickson and his topic will be Forgotten
God: Reversing Our Tragic Neglect of the Holy Spirit. This study will include a video component by Francis
Chan followed by class discussion. Some of the topics will be "I've got Jesus, why do I need the Spirit"", "What
are you afraid of?", "Theology of the Holy Spirit 101". Our larger theme this year is "Following Jesus. It is necessary for the Holy Spirit be an intimate part of our spiritual; life if we intend to follow Jesus. Jesus himself
said he would send to those who believe in him and desire to follow him the Holy Spirit.
Join us on January 5th as we begin our Discovery hour classes.

Covenant Trust
Organizing your Personal and Family Records
Over the years, you’ve probably collected a lot of “stuff”, right? But do you know what you have? Where it’s
located? What’s important? What’s not important? How long do you need to keep it? This month the topic is
record retention for your personal and family records. Use the following as a guideline to help you get and
keep your important information safe and organized.
PERSONAL and FAMILY RECORDS
What?
Birth, marriage and death certificates
Adoption and custody papers
Citizenship papers
Divorce and separation papers
Military papers
Will

Living will; durable power of attorney for health care; values dialogue
Passports

Where?
Safe deposit box or fireproof
home storage
Safe deposit box or fireproof
home storage
Safe deposit box or fireproof
home storage
Safe deposit box or fireproof
home storage
Safe deposit box or fireproof
home storage
Safe deposit box (if jointly
rented); copy with spouse or
executor
Home file, safe deposit box,
copies with agents, family
members and primary physician
Safe deposit box or fireproof
home storage

How long?

Permanently
Permanently
Permanently
Permanently
Permanently
Until a new one is made

Permanently
Update as needed
Until replaced

Social security card

Home file (locked)

Permanently

Diplomas, transcripts

Home file

Permanently

Medical history and records

Home file

Permanently
Update as needed

Employment records

Home file

Permanently

Valuable documents inventory

Home file; copy with executor or family member

Permanently
Update as needed
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Awana– January Schedule
January

1
8
15
22
29

No AWANA Happy New Year!
Pastor's Popcorn Night (Pastor shares a special message)
Mustache Night (Bring AVA Items)- See below list***)
Neon/ Blackout Night (Wear neon/bring flashlight)
“Souper” Bowl Night- Wear your favorite NFL team gear and bring a can of soup for
Food Shelf or Food Shelf Item.
*** AVA (Advocates For Victims of Abuse) Items to bring: Toothbrush w/holder, Large bar of Ivory soap, Aim Toothpaste 6.0-7.2 oz., Wash cloth, Hand towel, Hair pick,15oz. 2-1 Shampoo/Conditioner, Nail clipper, Emery boards, Band-Aids, Sewing
Kit, Pens, Pencils, Spiral Notebook, Note Cards, Deodorant, Lotion, Gallon Zip Lock bags

Thank you for all of the Awana Store Night Donations of prizes. We appreciate all of your goodies. The kid’s
eyes light up when they are able to spend their points at the store! We have one more Awana Store Night on
April 1st, so keep that in mind for after Christmas and Valentine’s Day clearance sales.

Financial Secretary Update
General Fund / Building Fund YTD:
50 weeks 2019 - $441,226 (12% under budget)
50 weeks 2018 - $466,958
50 weeks 2017 - $475,554
Month of November:
4 weeks 2019 - $41,923
4 weeks 2018 - $39,929
4 weeks 2017 - $37,705
Month of December (to date):
Needed monthly for budget - $43,700
3 weeks 2019 - $26,153
3 weeks 2018 - $33,836
3 weeks 2017 - $59,905
Needed for weekly budget - $10,084 / 172 giving units = $58/giving unit/week
Actual weekly giving YTD - $8,832/week = $51/giving unit/week

Habitat for Humanity offers Financial Peace University
Habitat for Humanity is offering the Financial Peace University
course once again here at First Covenant Church. Start the New
Year off right and bust your debt in 2020! Our 9-week course
starts Tuesday, January 7th from 6:00-8:00 p.m. and will be
every Tuesday with the last class ending Tuesday, March 3rd. Sign up online. Class link: fpu.com/1104869.
Or reach out to Tracy at CCF Bank 651-267-3941 with any questions.

Remembering Our Birthday Friends with Prayer
1st
2nd
3rd
6th
10th
11th
12th
13th

BJ Vette, Autumn Snyder
Wayne Bean
Dorothy Crane
Denise Doden, Kevin Jensen, Gary Thom
Linnae Carlson
Ginny Ulrich
Jerry Sibert
Jane Schultz

15th

George Gabrielson, Anna McCann,
Brian Back, Martha Johnson-Svedvik,
Stefanie Vette

17th
18th
21st
23rd
27th
29th

Branda Keehn
Jane Shirk
Melissa Evans
Torie Hart
Marilee Lampman
Jacob Kline

Prayer is a vital part of the life of our church. In order to help us focus on praying for one another, please use
our list of birthday friends in each month’s Messenger to pray for them and their families. There will be
enough names to pray for someone throughout the month. Let’s make praying for one another a means of
encouragement to us all!

First Covenant Church
2302 Twin Bluff Road
Red Wing, MN 55066
651-388-2385
www.redwingfirstcov.org

First Covenant Church
Annual Meeting
Sunday, February 9, 2020
9:45 a.m.
During Discovery Hour
Please Mark Your Calendars

