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January 2018 

New Year:  
How Far Can You Think? 

Fred Craddock, professor of preaching emeritus at Candler School of 
Theology in Atlanta tells this story: 

 When I was a boy, one evening I was taken out of the house and to 
the backyard and was allowed to lie on the grass and chew the tender 
stems of grass.  You know how you do on a summer evening, just lie there, 
chew the tender grass, and look up in the sky.  And my father said to me, 
“Son, how far can you think?” 

 I said, “What?” 

 He said, “How far can you think?” 

 “Well, I don’t know what you mean.” 

 “Just as far as you can think up toward the stars.” 

 I screwed my imagination down, and I said, “I’m thinking … I’m  

thinking … I’m thinking.” 

 He said, “Think as far as you can think.” 

 “I’m thinking as far as I can think.” 

 He said, “Well, drive down a stake out there now.  In your mind, 
drive down a stake.  Have you driven down the stake?  That’s how far you 
can think.” 

 I said, “Yes, sir.” 

 He said, “Now what’s on the other side of your stake?” 

 I said, “Well, there’s more sky.” 

 He said, “Move your stake.” 

 And we spent the evening moving my stake out there.  It was a crazy 
thing to do, but I will never thank him enough for doing it. 

 Our individual and corporate challenge for the new year here in the 
church is that we not be content to stay where we have driven our stake.  
We can think more, pray more, give more, so long as we are listening to the 
One who asks how far we can see beyond.  There is still a lot of room out 
there! 

        Grace & Peace, 

          Marc 

 





Let’s Find the Common (and Higher) Ground 

So as we begin a new year the talking heads on cable news and electronic media “experts” tell us 2017 
was the most divisive year recorded.  No doubt there is some truth to that, even if it does support their 
political or social agendas with thinly veiled facts.  Unfortunately, today’s brand of journalism focuses 
less on the truth and more on feeding the negative narcissism of our own emotions.  This “need it now” 
reporting emphases our short attention spans by pitting black vs white, poor vs rich, millennials vs boom-
ers and even Packers vs Vikings!  It’s ironic that we are told to celebrate diversity but popular media con-
tinually pulls us into segregated camps – we vs them; me vs you. 

So as men and women of Christ what are we to make this climate of conflict?  And let’s be honest, it’s 
too easy to ingest the spoon fed news that suits our emotional comfort, then bend some Biblical teach-
ings to make our case and call it the “truth”.  So let’s look at one example Jesus set before us in the 
“Woman at the Well” parable in John 4:4-26.  In this passage He is traveling through Samaria and shares 
a drink of water and conversation with a woman.  So what do we learn as Christians from this meeting 
based on our current social environment?  

· First, Jesus made a conscious decision to go through Samaria when the common route of day was 

to go around Samaria. He purposely goes looking for people not like Him, to tell them about Him. 

· Secondly, He begins a dialog with a woman (gasp) that has burned through 5 husbands and work-

ing on #6 (gulp)!  Can you imagine the political handlers to our culture freaking out?  Ha! 

· Last, He finds common ground with this lady – physical needs of water but more importantly her 

need of forgiveness, redemption and new life. 

So as we move forward in 2018 let’s not make judgments from the drones on network news, the click 
bait on Facebook, or the latest Gallup poll.  As intelligent Christians let’s take our cue from Jesus: take 
the road less traveled, start conversations with others not like us, and find the common points we share 
– especially the gospel.   

Hey – even the Vikings and Packers shared Brett Favre!! 

God Bless, 

Cory Doden, Church Council Chair 

GriefShare 
GriefShare is a nondenominational 
seminar/grief support group that is 
facilitated by leaders who have lost 
loved ones of their own.  Our next 

session will begin on Monday, January 8, 2018 at 
First Lutheran Church in Red Wing. We will meet 
from 7:00-8:30 p.m. For more information call 
Tina at 651-301-1548 or Suzy at 507-398-3729 or 
www.griefshare.org.   

Thank you for everything that you do around the 
church.  I am amazed and am blessed with your 
willingness to jump in and take care of things 
around the church when you see something that 
needs to be addressed.  It has made my responsi-
bilities so much easier to manage. 

Thank you again for all that you do. 

 Paul Resel 

Building and Grounds 

http://www.griefshare.org


January Awana Schedule 

January  3         Pastor's Popcorn Night (Pastor shares a special message) 

10 Camo Night (Wear Camouflage) 

17 Mustache Night (Bring AVA Items)- See below list***) 

24 Neon/ Blackout Night (Wear Neon/Bring Flashlight) 

31 Beach Night 

 

*** AVA (Advocates For Victims of Abuse)  Items to bring: Toothbrush w/holder, Large bar of Ivory 
soap, Aim Toothpaste 6.0-7.2 oz., Wash cloth, Hand towel, Hair pick,15oz. 2-1 Shampoo/Conditioner, 
Nail clipper, Emery boards, Band-Aids, Sewing Kit, Pens, Pencils, Spiral Notebook, Note Cards, Deodorant, 
Lotion, Gallon Zip Lock bags                              

Thank you for all of the Awana Store Night Donations of prizes.  We appreciate all of your goodies.  The 
kid’s eyes light up when they are able to spend their points at the store!  We have one more Awana 
Store Night on April 4th, so keep that in mind for after Christmas and Valentine’s Day clearance sales. 

 

Adult Discovery Hour J-Term Classes start January 7th 
Taking the Scary Out of Evangelism 

Evangelism!  Among Christians ‘evangelism’ is a word and a concept that can cause a certain amount of 
anxiety and uncertainty.  And yet all Christians are called to “do the work of the evangelist” (1 Tim. 4:5) 
and to be “witnesses” for Christ from our own neighborhoods to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8).  So not 
doing evangelism can tend to bring a certain amount of guilt as well.  But sharing the good news of what 
Christ has done for us should be a joy and a privilege as it flows out of our love for God and his love for 
us.  Through this five week study and discussion of evangelism we are seeking to take the scariness out 
telling others about Jesus.  We will be looking at what evangelism looks like for you personally, how to 
start spiritual conversations, and several tools and best practices for sharing God’s great Good News.  Join 
Pastors Marc and Mike, and Tim Young for this exciting opportunity to Connect to God, Others, and the 
World. 

 

Encouragement for Your Marriage - Stories of Hope, Joy and Fulfillment 

Anyone married for at least a few months knows - a healthy and thriving marriage does not just hap-
pen.  It requires us to learn from our struggles, to seek the Lord and make His ways a part of our daily 
lives.  Drawing from the experiences of their lives, each week various couples from our congregation will 
share some of what the Lord has taught them - that have made their marriage stronger and more ful-
filling. 

Dave and Patti Fredrickson 



 

First Covenant Church 

Annual Meeting 

Sunday, February 11, 2018 

9:45 a.m. 

During Discovery Hour 

Please Mark Your Calendars 

Covenant Trust Charitable Giving 
Planning Your Legacy 
Galatians 6 says we will reap what we sow, but we don’t always reap and sow in the same season. Legacy 
Planning is based on a similar principal. Our time on Earth is limited, but with proper planning, our ac-
tions and decisions can have an impact that transcends our time here. Our legacies - the lives we touch; 
the wisdom, values, and traditions we share with others; the ministries that continue due to our support 
- can affect the world beyond our lifetime.  Covenant Trust Company (CTC) believes everyone has a lega-
cy. What will yours be? If you’re not sure, here are some of our tools that can help you take control of 
the legacy you leave behind. 
Trustee services 
CTC can serve as trustee or successor trustee for various types of trusts. Generally, trusts can be used to 
build wealth and designate family, friends, and charities as beneficiaries. Revocable Living Trusts, in par-
ticular, are great for Legacy Planning as they allow people to establish for whom the trust will provide, to 
what extent, and for how long. As trustee, CTC can manage assets in a trust even after you pass. 
Wills 
With a Will, you can ensure your plans for your family and assets are carried out. A will can determine 
legal guardianship of children and name friends and charities along with family as beneficiaries of your 
estate.  
Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA) 
A CGA is an irrevocable contract between a donor and a charity. If, for example, you funded a gift annui-
ty with First Covenant Church as a beneficiary, CTC would act as trustee of those funds and make fixed 
payments to you for the rest of your life. Afterward, First Covenant Church would receive the remainder 
of the fund.  CTC is able to facilitate these agreements on behalf of all Covenant ministries. 
Other legacy planning options 
Discover how you can sow seeds today for future generations to reap. Contact any one of the Financial 
Service Representatives serving the Northwest Conference to learn more about our legacy planning, es-
tate planning, and investment management services.  
 
Steve Allison                                    Erik Carlson                                        Karlene Crabtree 
218-297-7701                                 763-253-6311                                      612-252-8599                     
srallison@covenanttrust.com     ewcarlson@covenanttrust.com               kmcrabtree@covenanttrust.com 
 

Women’s Bible Study 

In February, the Tuesday morning women's Bible 
study will begin a DVD and book series by David 
Jeremiah entitled A Life Beyond Amazing. Watch 
the foyer bulletin board for details and sign-ups. 

Also, women are welcome to join us in January as 
we continue with the New Testament study of I, II, 
and III John and Revelation. 



Mission of Awareness of the Month - C.A.R.E. Clinic 
The C.A.R.E. Clinic’s mission is to improve the health of the community by providing 

primary health care access, resources and health education to uninsured, low income 

individuals and families. 

C.A.R.E. Clinic celebrates its 8th anniversary this month!    Since opening our doors in 

2010, we have provided free primary health care services to more than 3,300 resi-

dents of Goodhue County and Lake City.   The C.A.R.E. Clinic provides primary medical 

care, dental services, free medication, mental health services and connection to re-

sources.  There are several ways you can support this community based mission. 

Volunteer – The clinic has over 200 volunteers who collectively donate over 100 hours / week.  We have 
a need for a broad range of talents including nurses, doctors, dentists, interpreters, receptionists, board 
members, office support, etc.  You can check out their web site at www.careclinicrw.com and download 
a volunteer application form. 
Donations - You can contribute to “C.A.R.E. Clinic” using the mission of the month envelops in the pews, 

mail a check to their clinic at 1407 West 4th Street, Red Wing, MN 55066  or donate online at the C.A.R.E. 

Clinic’s GiveMN.org webpage.  The C.A.R.E. Clinic is a US registered non-profit, and we have been given 

the stamp of approval by the Charities Review Council. 

Prayers  -   You can pray for the clinic’s sustainability and their ability to maintain high quality health 

care.  We recently learned that we will need to seek new clinic space in 2018; this will be a great chal-

lenge and opportunity this year.  Also pray for those in need that they may find help through this com-

munity service.  Give thanks for all the volunteers who make the clinic possible! 
 

“Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute.  Speak up 

and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy.”  Proverbs 31:8-9 

Notes of Thanks 
Dear Church Family, 

We are overwhelmed at the love bestowed upon us this past month. Thank you so much for the Run-

nings gift card. I know Jim will find many essentials as this is his favorite place to shop.  

The generosity financially and with your time is a precious gift. We are blessed to be considered family 

here!  

With overwhelming gratitude, we thank you for your support and care during this tragedy. 

Love, 

Jim and Nancy (Shoemake) Nelson 

 

Dear First Covenant Church, 

Thank you for your donation of books to HOPE Coalition. Books always are a great resource for our cli-

ents. Your generosity helps as to meet HOPE’s mission.  

Wishing you all a peaceful and  healthy holiday season and 2018! 

Hope Coalition Staff and Clients 

http://www.careclinicrw.com




Prayer is a vital part of the life of our church.  In order to help us focus on praying for one another, 
please use our list of birthday friends in each month’s Messenger to pray for them and their families. 
There will be enough names to pray for someone throughout the month.  Let’s make praying for one 

another a means of encouragement to us all! 

First Covenant Church 
2302 Twin Bluff Road 
Red Wing, MN 55066 
651-388-2385 
www.redwingfirstcov.org 

Remembering Our Birthday Friends with Prayer 

1st BJ Vette, Autumn Snyder 

2nd Wayne Bean 

3rd Dorothy Crane 

6th Denise Doden, Kevin Jensen 

10th Linnae Carlson 

11th Ginny Ulrich 

12th Jerry Sibert 

13th Jane Schultz, Caroline Klein 

14th Ezra Anderson, Michael Fish 

15th George Gabrielson, Anna McCann, 
 Brian Back, Martha Johnson-Svedvik, 
 Stefanie Vette 
 

17th Branda Keehn 

18th  Jane Shirk  

23rd Torie Hart 

25th Rebekah Freed 

26th Scott Tarjeson , Marcus Dodge 

29th Jacob Kline 

 


