
 Ecclesiastes 7:14 “When times are good, be happy; but when times 
are bad, consider this: God has made the one as well as the other.  There-
fore, no one can discover anything about their future.” 

We live in a secular world when many “important” topics consume our 
attention: our bank account, friends, the next Bachelor cliff hanger or maybe 
our Facebook status….  But as a wise man once told me, “You can always 
make more money and friends, but you can’t make more time.”  One thing 
for sure, as Solomon says in the verse above, God made both good, and bad 
times.  And as Christians we are taught that God’s timing is always perfect, 
even if we can’t humanly understand it.  One thing we know for sure about 
time, as believers in Christ, we are always one day nearer to heaven.  I hope 
that comforts you. 

Maybe you’re like me? Take a moment and think back in a critical point in 
your life when “the timing wasn’t right”, or you made a risky decision that 
seemed illogical at that moment.  Fast forward to today.  How did God’s su-
preme timing work out for you?  I can see you smiling! As mature Christians 
we know God’s perfect timing eventually prevails. 

And so it is with our church as this will be a season of change for our congre-
gation.  First, as you read this our annual meeting is approaching on Febru-
ary 9th and new council members will be installed. During this process sever-
al good and faithful members have declined to be on council because, “The 
timing isn’t right.” No worries, we understand.  Again as mature Christians 
we know God’s perfect timing eventually prevails. 

Secondly, by now you know that Pastor Marc has accepted a new role as Di-
rector at Portage Covenant Bible Camp in Michigan.  As he and I talked 
about this decision the topic of timing again came up for both the Eix family 
and the FCC family. (It seems the only ones happy with the timing are the 
folks at Portage Bible Camp!) That said, now is not to question the timing 
but lean in to the Lord for comfort, discernment and prayers for the Eix fam-
ily. Need I say as mature Christians we know God’s perfect timing eventual-
ly prevails? 

So in closing, we are a faithful people. We are a prayerful people. And we 
have a great trust in the timing of our Lord! 

Psalm 62:8 “Trust in him at all times, you people; pour out your hearts to 

him, for God is our refuge.” 

 
Cory Doden 

Outgoing Church Chair 

The Timing Isn’t Right (or is it?) 
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Mission Focus for Feb – MN Adult and Teen Challenge 

Adult Discovery Hour 

"Behold what manner of love the Father has given unto us that we should be 
called children of God."  I John 3:1a 

 On Sunday, February 2nd, we are privileged to have the Adult and Teen Chal-
lenge Choir with us for both services.  It will truly be an experience of worship to 
hear their testimonies of God's transforming power and listen to their songs of 
joy.  We encourage you to come and to invite others in our communication us.  
You will be blessed! 

Our Mission of the Month is Adult and Teen Challenge as we join together to support this ministry.  In 
the future, though, you may not hear the term "Mission of the Month" so often; rather, we will be 
speaking more of our Mission Focus.  This month, as we listen to the testimonies of lives freed from ad-
diction and as we enter into the season of Lent later in the month, we pray that our focus would be on 
God's transformational love for us, and our mission to share that love with everyone we encounter. 

Life Share with MN Adult and Teen Challenge!  Join us February 2 during Discovery Hour in the FLC as 
we welcome MNTC to share and compare life stories and our walk with Jesus.  Be blessed, and be a 
blessing, so join us for snacks and relaxed, God honoring conversations!  

Adult Discovery Hour classes will not meet on February 2nd and 9th. On the 2nd there will be a special 
fellowship [time with the Teen Challenge choir members and on the 9th there will be the congregation 
annual meeting. The final session of the video series Israel's Mission: Becoming a Kingdom of priests in a 
Prodigal World will be on the 16th. On the 23rd the class will have another guest conversation on this 
year's theme "Following Jesus." 

Roger Johnson  

Christian Formation 

Volunteering at First Covenant 
There are many ways that you can volunteer here at First Covenant 
and one area is helping fold bulletins for the Sunday church ser-
vices. Volunteers typically the bulletins on Friday mornings at the 
church. If you are interested in helping out with this, please let me 
know! I am putting together the schedule for the next six months 
and have some openings that need to be filled. As always, I am so 
thankful for the volunteers who have faithfully helped make our 
church the welcoming place that it is, and for those who are looking for a way to volunteer, I hope you 
consider this a great place to start! 

Rob Keehn 

Volunteer and Service  



Financial Secretary Offering Updates 
OFFERING UPDATES: 
2020 Budget:  $471,238   Re-Amortization Offerings:  $32,150 
$9,062 needed weekly 
January Comparison: 
4 weeks 2020 - $49,514 (+36.6%) 
4 weeks 2019 - $31,916 
4 weeks 2018 - $33,068 
Note:  2020 offerings to date include several large annual donations. 
 

 

  

Buildings & Grounds 

I really just want to take a moment to say Thank You to all the people who make the building and 

grounds function.  Thank You Darold!  Darold does far more than anyone realizes to make the building 

function.  Thank You to all the volunteers!  The volunteer group was as big as ever in 2019 with all of the 

extra things happening.  The volunteer group did so much I don’t think I could even write it down.  There 

was the Lawn group, who kept the property up.  There was a large group to help re-grade the area be-

tween the building and ball field. There was a large group that helped with updating the building.  And 

countless other contributions of time, and materials.  The building takes a lot too keep it going, but the 

church always steps up and makes it happen.  A big Thank You to everyone who helped make the build-

ing and grounds function in 2019! 

Tim Schmidt 

Building & Grounds 

February IF Gathering 

Sisters in Christ, you are invited to the February IF Gathering taking place on Thursday, February 6th 
from 6 - 8 pm at First Covenant Church. Please bring a dish to pass and friend if you'd like. Don't let the 
snow keep you away! Please RSVP to Anna McCann at 651-212-0232 or mccannae@gmail.com.  

mailto:mccannae@gmail.com


Women Ministries NWC Spring Renewal 2020 

MOPS & MOMSnext 

Have you tried the 4-minute challenge from Mike Foster?  Can you and your spouse look into each oth-
er's eyes without conversation or distraction...for 4 minutes?  It will create a deep bond of connection. 

MOPS & MOMSnext meets on Wednesday mornings from 9-11.  All moms with kids at home are invited 
to come to a meeting.  We currently have 33 registered moms, including our mentor moms who come 
alongside us offering prayer support, hope and encouragement. We are grateful to be a part of FCC.   

Our meetings consist of prayer, breakfast, a topic (via live speaker or video), discussion within a small 
group, and more.  Some meetings we create something, or participate in ice breakers, or do a service 
activity (we collected 185 items for the food shelf).  Lately we've explored self-care while connected to 
Jesus, talked about the symbols of Christmas and bringing our families closer to Jesus amid the busy and 
commercial culture (Thanks Pastor Marc!).  We listened to a mom speak about changing the rules in our 
parenting--allowing us to parent the unique individuals in our family, out of conviction and prayer, not 
someone else's advice.  And, we learned about developing togetherness in our marriage from Mike Fos-
ter.   

MOMSnext is a small group of moms of school aged kids who meet on Tuesday nights for deep conver-
sation and fellowship.  For more information, email redwingmomsnext@gmail.com or call Rose Gerdes 
at 507-421-1807. 

Awana 
February  5       Beach Night- Wear beach clothes 

12 Love the Lord Night- (Wear Red)/ Bring a Friend Night (3x points) 

19 Drive in Movie Night (Bring your Cardboard Cars) 

  26 Testimony Night (Life Savors for memory.) 

Be Refreshed * Be Renewed * Be Transformed 

Spring Renewal Women's Conference | March 13 & 14, 2020 

Each year the Women Ministries of the Northwest 

 Conference host an enriching time for women to be refreshed,  

renewed, and transformed in their faith through powerful 
speakers and testimonies. Join a group of women from our 
church as we travel to First Covenant Church of River Falls, WI 
to attend Spring Renewal. Pick up a registration form today at 
church for more information! Registration is due February 23 
to Anna Bechtold to receive $10 OFF registration OR register 
online by March 3 at wmnwc.org 

Dynamic Speaker -  

Diane Brask 

Founder & Director of 

Global Seed Planters 

mailto:redwingmomsnext@gmail.com


Lake Beauty Bible Camp - Trailblazer Winter Retreat 

United in Prayer 
You are invited to join our brothers and sisters in faith to pray for Red Wing – our schools, families, 
churches, civil servants, those who don’t yet know Christ, and other needs.  We will unite in prayer with 
Cornerstone, New River, Calvary Chapel, and Hiawatha Valley Baptist on Sunday, February 9 from 5-6:00 
p.m. at Cornerstone Community Church to lift our praise and petitions to the Lord.  Hope you will join us. 

Red Wing Snow Angels Program 

The Red Wing Snow Angels program is a short-term pilot program that aims to pair volunteers with resi-
dents that are 60+ years old or disabled and need extra help keeping their sidewalks and intersections 
clear. By helping people to keep their sidewalks clear, we are helping our community be a more safe and 
convenient place to walk. This pilot program is being tested in the East End Neighborhood for the month 
of February.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you like to receive assistance? Or like to volunteer? Contact Erin Aadalen, the Live Healthy Red 
Wing Coordinator, at 651-212-3038 or by email at ekaadalen@rwps.org  

Trailblazer Winter Retreat 
Grades 3-5 

February 22 - 23, 2020 
Lake Beauty Bible Camp, Long Prairie, MN 

 

Camp in the winter?! Enjoy exciting chapel services with your 
favorite camp songs and teaching.  Live it up with activities like 
snow tubing, broom-ball and much more! 
 

Cost: $65. After February 10: $75. 
Arrival/Check-in: Saturday 11:00-12:00 PM 
Departure: Sunday 2:00 PM 

Guest Speaker: Joel Sheneberger, Willmar, MN 

What to Bring 
Bible, Sleeping Bag, Pillow, Seasonal Clothing (ie - super warm winter stuff as 
there will be much outside playtime), Towel, Personal Care Items (toothbrush, 
toothpaste, soap, etc), and if you want, money for the Camp Store (optional).  

To register or for more information – lbbc.com  





1st Martin Gardzinski, Warren Fox 

2nd Bonnie Mercer 

3rd Darold Glander 

8th  Spring Reisner, Gabe Quiboloy 

9th  Treasure Wachholz  

13th  Ryan Buck, Cory Doden  

14th Beatrice Keehn 

15th Marie Bengtson 

16th Josh Hanson  

18th Anna Bechtold 

19th  Carolyn Fishback 

20th Paul Kramp 

21st Mary Thomforde 

24th  Jeff Hanson, Lacy Quiboloy 

27th Lucy Hoffman 

Prayer is a vital part of the life of our church.  In order to help us focus on praying for one another, 
please use our list of birthday friends in each month’s Messenger to pray for them and their families. 
There will be enough names to pray for someone throughout the month.  Let’s make praying for one 

another a means of encouragement to us all! 

First Covenant Church 
2302 Twin Bluff Road 
Red Wing, MN 55066 
651-388-2385 
www.redwingfirstcov.org 

Remembering Our Birthday Friends with Prayer 

First Covenant Church 

Annual Meeting 

Sunday, February 9, 2020 

9:45 a.m. 


