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An 8th Letter - to the Church in the US
This winter we are moving through a sermon series on the book of
Revelation. It is a daunting task for all of us to digest the truths, challenges,
and the raw beauty of this letter. Obviously, it is demanding because of the
sheer magnitude of symbols we must wade through as John relates his vision
in Apocalyptic language of how God will bring to an end all of human history
and resurrect his creation with a new heavens and new earth. It is also difficult because of the harsh critique this letter has for the seven churches in Asia
Minor and subsequently for us as we seek to be faithful in a culture averse to
most things Christian.
During the second week, we looked specifically at the unique addresses to these churches in which it becomes clear that in most cases (aside from
Sardis and Philadelphia) the church has become fully entangled with the culture of the city – the people of God have become indistinguishable from their
pagan neighbors. This is an issue with which the church in the 21 st century is
all too familiar. As an astute analyst of culture, Eugene Peterson, some years
ago, wrote a letter to the suburban church in the US in the same vein of those
in Revelation. With some edits to fit our context here is what he writes as a
challenge to us and the rest of the American church:
A message from the Son of God, Jesus, whom you call Master and who
calls you to follow him. My churches in [America] are one of the wonders of
the world—there has never been anything quite like them. What energy, enthusiasm, generosity!
But I do have this against you: you're far too impressed with Size and
Power and Influence. You are impatient with the small and the slow. You exercise little discernment between the ways of the world and my ways. It distresses me that you so uncritically copy the attitudes and methods that make your
life in [America] work so well. You grab onto anything that works and looks
good. You do so many good things, but too often you do them in the world's
way instead of mine, and so seriously compromise your obedience.
I understand why, for most of you have gotten along pretty well in the
world—you're well-educated, well-housed, well-paid, well-thought-of; it's only
natural that you should put the values and methods that have worked so well
for you into service for me. But don't you realize that however successful these
attitudes and methods have been in achieving American benefits, it has come
at a terrible price: depersonalizing people into functions; turning virtually everything into a cause or commodity to be used or fixed or consumed, doing everything you can to keep suffering at arm's length? The [American] church has
a lot of people in it, it functions very well, you can make almost anything happen. But honestly, now, do you think that this is what I had in mind when I
said, "Follow me," and then headed for Golgotha in Jerusalem?
(cont. on bottom of page 3)

Mission of the Month– MN Adult and Teen Challenge
The facts are these, and they are grim. In Minnesota last year, more people died of
drug overdoses than in car accidents. Approximately 17K Minnesotans abuse opioids, leading to 50% increase in opioid-related deaths in the last two years. Teens
who have seen parents get drunk or high are 2x more likely to use drugs and/or alcohol themselves. 150,000 kids in Minnesota live with an addicted parent, which
means that approximately three kids in every classroom are impacted by addiction
everyday.
BUT…There is hope! Since 1983, MN Adult and Teen Challenge has been restoring hope to people struggling
with alcohol and drug addiction. With their effective, life-changing and affordable residential licensed treatment program, faith-based long-term recovery, outpatients programs, and extensive prevention and transitional/aftercare services, lives ARE being changed and broken homes and families are restored everyday.
Please join us and invite your friends to the blessing of having MN Adult and Teen Choir with us for both services on Sunday, February 3rd, and hearing individual's testimonies of faith and hope restored. A special
offering will be taken in support of this ministry. And continue to pray for this powerful and effective program.
Life Share with MN Adult and Teen Challenge! Join us February 3 during Discovery Hour in the FLC as we
welcome MNTC to share and compare life stories and our walk with Jesus. Be blessed, and be a blessing, so
join us for snacks and relaxed, God honoring conversations!

Library Corner
Why not take a minute and walk in the library and look around? We have some new books to read, both fiction and educational. They are on top of the bookshelf labeled "New Books". One of the educational books is
"Escape the Coming Night" by David Jeremiah. He gives you a message of hope from Revelation. (May give
you additional insight on what Pastor Marc is teaching.) Dr. Erwin Lutzer has written "the Church in Babylon"
that can give us inspiration to live a victorious Christian life in a growing hostile world.
We also have some new fiction. A new series by Lauraine Snelling about Norwegian families coming to Minnesota and the many problems they had to face. Based on historical fiction. Come in and discover the wonderful world of reading.

An 8th Letter - to the Church in the US
Here's what I want you to do. I want you to start off the new millennium by purging your imagination of your [American] assumptions. I want you to do it by spending the next couple of years reading carefully and repeatedly the 16 Hebrew prophets, Isaiah to Malachi. I have used these prophets over and over again
through the centuries to separate my people from the cultures in which they lived. They are one of my standard ways of putting my people back on the path of simple faith and obedience and worship in defiance of all
that the world admires and rewards. My Spirit continues to use these prophets to train my people in discerning the difference between the ways of the world and the ways of the gospel. He wants to use them with you.
To the church that not only believes what I say but follows me in the way I do it, I'll give a simple, uncluttered life that is hospitable to the wanderers and misguided, the hurried and harried men and women of
this world. I want to use you to give them a taste of Sabbath and heaven.
Are you listening? Really listening?

Grace & Peace,
Marc

The Choice Is Ours…..
Maybe you’re like me and read a daily devotional? For several years I’ve read one by Max Lucado called
‘When God Whispers Your Name’. Early in the morning on January 1st I was excited to read the first devotion
of the year in that book when I noticed the foreword in the initial pages. I had never read it and thought it
was too powerful not to share his message. So with a tip of the cap to Max Lucado and apologies for plagiarizing his words on Choices:
I Choose Love…
No occasion justifies hatred; no injustice warrants bitterness.
Today I will love God and what God loves.
I Choose Joy…

I refuse the temptation to be cynical, the tool of the lazy thinker. I refuse to see people as anything less than
human beings, created by God. I refuse to see any problem anything less than an opportunity to see God.
I Choose Peace…
I will live forgiven. I will forgive so that I may live.
I Choose Patience…
Instead of cursing the one who takes my place, I’ll invite himself to do so. Rather than complain the wait is
too long, I will thank God for that moment to pray.
I Choose Kindness…
I will be kind to the poor for they are alone. Kind to the rich for they are afraid. And kind to the unkind, for
such is how God treated me.
I Choose Goodness…
I will go without a dollar before taking a dishonest one. I will be overlooked before I will boast. I will confess
before I accuse.
I Choose Faithfulness…
Today I will keep my promises. My debtors will not regret their trust. My wife will not question my love. My
children will never fear their father will not come home.
I Choose Gentleness…
Nothing is won by force, so I choose to be gentle. If I raise my voice may it only be in praise. If I clench my
fist, may it be in prayer.
I Choose Self-Control…

I am a spiritual being. After this body is dead, my spirit will soar. I refuse to let what will rot, rule the eternal.
I will be impassioned only by faith. I will be influenced only by God. I will be taught only by Jesus.
Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. To these I commit
my day. If I succeed, I will give Him thanks. If I fail,
I will seek His grace.
So let these words from Max Lucado soak into your soul and may all your choices be God blessed and Jesus
inspired.
Praise be to our glorious Lord, Cory Doden, Church Chair

Lake Beauty Bible Camp Kids Summer Camp Dates

SNEAK PEAK!
Mark your calendars and begin planning for your
child’s summer camp experience at Lake Beauty!
Early bird registration by April 8, 2019.

Register online www.lbbc.com
Frontier Kids

Completed 1st, 2nd, or 3rd grade

July 1 - 3

Trailblazers

Completed 3rd, 4th, or 5th grade

June 23 - 27

Junior High

Completed 6th, 7th, or 8th grade

June 9 - 14

Senior High

Completed 9th – 12th grade

July 28 - Aug 2

Adult Discovery Classes Kickoff on February 17th
A new Discovery Hour class Cultures In Conflict will begin in mid February. This video series by Ray VanderLaan is part two of the series that was shown in September.
How do you live in a culture where the worldview conflicts with Christianity? Learn from Paul as he presents
his beliefs to the most powerful court in Athens and settles among the Greco-Romans of Corinth, who valued
wealth and class, worship of multiple gods, and decadent pleasure seeking above all else. In the sixteenth
volume of That the World May Know video series, discover how to live in your own Athens or Corinth – an
increasingly secular Western world – in a way that glorifies God.

Volunteer Opportunity with Habitat for Humanity
Goodhue County Habitat for Humanity has an opportunity for volunteers. Habitat has a weekly opportunity
for anyone who would like to work on the 2019 projects. One day a week volunteers will be working on rehabbing a house in Red Wing for a new homeowner. Work will be starting in February on the inside of the
house and when spring arrives work will begin on the exterior.
If you are interested you can talk to Roger Johnson (218-290-0109) or call the Habitat office 651-327-2195.

Awana
February

6

Beach Night- Wear beach clothes.

13

Love the Lord Night- (Wear Red)/ Bring a Friend Night (3x points)

20

Drive in Movie Night (Bring your Cardboard Cars)

27

Testimony Night (Life Savors for memory.)

Alaska Christian College Mission Trip
Alaska Mission Trip to Alaska Christian College is full with 33 participants. The
dates are from July 21-27.
The 2019 project will be adding four classrooms and five offices to the existing
classroom building. This building was begun in 2018 with an expected completion
date of the two-stage project to be ready for students and staff by September 1,
2019. This will bring the total number of buildings on the ACC campus to 15.
If you are interested in supporting ACC, please contact Glen Mehrkens. Contact him at 651-380-1551 or
email him at glenmehrkens@yahoo.com.

Notes of Thanks
We would like to thank you all for your prayers and support during Jim's surgery in January. Our family felt
loved and comforted through prayers, cards, well wishes, meals, and visits. Jim is healing well and looks forward in being fully recovered soon. God is Good!
We love our church family! In Christs love, The Larson Family
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for your love and care during my hip surgery and recovery. You
blessed us with prayer, visits, get well cards, delicious meals, rides to clinic appointments and people to be
with Jim when I was away. We are grateful to be part of this church family.
Love in Christ, Jim & Carole Daggett

Women Ministries NW Conference Spring Renewal
Our Women Ministries Northwest Conference Spring Renewal is coming up on March 29th and 30th at Grace
Covenant Church in Fargo. Please check the poster on the bulletin board or online at www.wmnwc.org for
more information and also to register. It would be great to have our church well represented at this conference. If you are interested in car pooling and hotel rooms please call me at 651-380-7866 or email me at
denisedoden@gmail.com.
Thanks! Denise Doden

Celebrating 95 Years
Marie Bengtson is turning 95!
Marie’s family invites the congregation to help celebrate her birthday. Please join us!
RSVP
Maggie 423-381-2671
Saturday, February 16, 2019
maggiemay29@comcast.net
2-4 p.m.
No gifts please.
Just the pleasure of your company!

Elim Shores-Activity Room
7900 Timber Lake Road
Eden Prairie, MN 55347

Remembering Our Birthday Friends with Prayer
1st

Martin Gardzinski, Michael Kintop,
Warren Fox

14th Dawn Fish, Beatrice Keehn

2nd

Bonnie Mercer, Stacey Anderson

16th Josh Hanson

3rd

Darold Glander

18th Anna Bechtold

8th

Spring Reisner, Gabe Quiboloy

19th Carolyn Fishback

9th

Treasure Wachholz

20th Paul Kramp

15th Marie Bengtson

12th Jarrett Enevold

21st

Mary Thomforde

13th Ryan Buck, Cory Doden

24th Jeff Hanson, Lacy Quiboloy
27th Lucy Hoffman

Prayer is a vital part of the life of our church. In order to help us focus on praying for one another,
please use our list of birthday friends in each month’s Messenger to pray for them and their families.
There will be enough names to pray for someone throughout the month. Let’s make praying for one
another a means of encouragement to us all!

First Covenant Church
2302 Twin Bluff Road
Red Wing, MN 55066
651-388-2385
www.redwingfirstcov.org

First Covenant Church

Annual Meeting
Sunday, February 10, 2019
9:45 a.m.

