
 On every Sunday, at every church meeting, during every small group, it should 
be the endeavor of everyone at First Covenant to proclaim the gospel.  What is 
the gospel?  Paul put it in a nutshell when writing to the church in Corinth: “For 
what I received I passed on to you as of first importance:  that Christ died for 
our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on 
the third day according to the Scriptures…”  To be sure, how the gospel is ex-
pressed by different people each with different ways of using words is going to 
change.  We have to use language we know – language that makes sense to us. 
 I was musing on this some time ago when reading an article in Christianity To-
day. It seems that back in the 1780s Noah Webster fought to create an Ameri-
can language – in part, through his creation of a dictionary – based on the way 
Americans spoke not on rules laid down by English aristocrats.  This endeavor 
didn’t immediately take hold because during the 19th century people bought 
dictionaries to get the authoritative word on words.  In fact, having a large dic-
tionary was a kind of ticket to culture.  But eventually, Websters 3rd edition 
(1961) broke through and rather than prescribing how people should speak, it 
described how they actually spoke.  Thus, it wasn’t so much used as an author-
ity but as a faithful witness. 
 In the same vein, we as a church want to use language that accurately and 
faithfully describes what it means to be witnesses to the Good News and the 
commission of Christ.  To that end, the Council has been working to re-
articulate the Mission and Vision Statements of our church in language that 
expresses our intentions. 
 In terms of our Mission which answers the question “Why do we exist?” we 
have chosen to express it this way: 
 

To join God in his mission to reconnect his people and his  
creation to right relationship. 

 

 You might ask, “O.k. but what does that look like?  How specifically will we do 
this?”  That is the scope of our Vision which will be the basis of how we order 
our worship and ministry.  We have chosen to articulate it this way: 
 

CONNECT TO GOD, CONNECT TO ONE ANOTHER, & CONNECT TO THE WORLD 
 

 Beginning with our newly elected Council this month we will use this Vision 
statement to create, organize, and execute all of our plans and endeavors.  
This isn’t the gospel per se just our way to encourage, promote, and remember 
the gospel and Christ’s call to be intentional about living that out.  It is our 
hope that this vision will encourage all of us in our proclaiming the gospel  
every Sunday, at every church meeting, and during every small group gathering 
of which everyone of us is a part. 
 Thanks for your consideration of this new way to think about why we exist as 
a church and how we will live that out both individually and corporately. 
 

             Grace & Peace, 
                  Marc 

Vision 
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February 2017 



Mission of the Month Recognizing Two Organizations 

Lydia Circle 

Lydia Circle meets on Tuesday, February 7 at 6:30 

p.m. in the Fireside Lounge. We are studying the 

Holy Spirit. Please call Gail Devery at 763-438-0728 

for more information. All women are welcome! 
 

 

 

  

Jesus read from the scroll, “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to 
proclaim the good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recov-
ery of sight to the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  

In the month of February, we are privileged to recognize two organizations as our Missions of the 
Month. 

The first organization is Minnesota Adult and Teen Challenge.  This Chris-
tian-based Recovery Program has as its mission to assist teens and adults 
in gaining freedom from chemical addictions and other life controlling 
problems by addressing their physical, emotional and spiritual needs. 
The program fosters an environment of love, trust, and respect.  Long-
term clients are immersed in the community by performing at churches 
and volunteering at local non-profits.   We as a congregation have been 
blessed each year by inviting the Minnesota Adult and Teen Challenge 
Choir to share inspiring music of hope and freedom, and testimonies of changed lives.  We can support 
this ministry with our prayers and our offerings, but if you are interested in supporting the program in a 
“hands-on” way, go to their website and check out volunteer and mentoring opportunities. 

Our second Mission of the Month is the Care Clinic in Red Wing.  The purpose of 

the clinic is to offer health care, free of charge, to residents of Goodhue County 

who are uninsured and would otherwise not be able to afford the care they 

need.  The clinic also assists in connecting people to needed resources in the 

community, assists them in applying for health insurance, and provides educa-

tion for better all-around health.  There are members of our congregation who 

have served as volunteers at the clinic and would gladly share the impact that 

service has had on them as well as those who are served.  Please speak with Ju-

lie Malyon, the Clinic Director, about volunteer opportunities or other ways that you can support this 

ministry. 

 

First Covenant Church 

Annual Meeting 

Sunday, February 12, 2017 

9:45 a.m. 

During Discovery Hour 

Please Mark Your Calendars 



Shine - Women Ministries Renewal Conference 2017 

"Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD rises upon you.    Isaiah 60:1  

March 17 and 18, 2017  
New London Covenant Church, New London, MN 

Plan to take some time to reconnect with God…. 
 

 
 

 

Women Ministries 

Featured speaker, Marnie Swedberg, a online mentor 
to over 15,000 leaders from 35 countries, a syndicated 

radio talk host and author of 13 “how-to” books. 
Registration 

http://www.wmnwc.org/renewal-conference/ 

Welcome! Mike Bechtold 
We are excited to announce Mike Bechtold, our new Associate Pastor for 
Youth, and his family will be moving to Red Wing the second week of Febru-
ary!  Mike’s first official day at First Covenant will be February 13th. 

Mike spent the last 6 years as a youth pastor at Crossview Covenant in Manka-
to where he led programming for 135 youth and 35 volunteer leaders. Before 
that he was the Student Life Program Director at Bemidji Covenant for two 
years.  He received his B.A. from Oak Hills Christian College in Bemidji and is 
currently pursuing his Masters of Divinity from Bethel College.   

Mike’s key responsibility will be building youth programs and mentor networks that “stick” with stu-
dents beyond the time they attend FCC.  In addition, he will be instrumental in restarting a middle school 
program to reach vulnerable kids at Twin Bluff MS.  Lastly, Mike will assist Pastor Marc in preaching, 
leading worship and other tasks that leverage his talent.   

Mike, his wife Anna, and daughter Annika are expecting a new “little Bechtold” in June!  Please take a 
moment to give Mike and his family a warm First Covenant greeting when they arrive in Red Wing.   

In closing, I would like to thank our search committee (Sam Westphall, Jodie Alpers, Susan Goetz, Treas-
ure Wachholz, Andrea Hanson, Todd Mehrkens and Pastor Marc) for their prayerful diligence and  

discernment in this process.          Cory Doden 

Search Committee Chair 

Installation Sunday for Pastor Mike Bechtold is Sunday, Feb. 19. Welcome Potluck after 2nd service. 

Registrations can be made online. Please let me know if you are interested in attending this confer-
ence so we can organize car pools. Remember we're always looking for ways to enhance our Women 
Ministries organization -  if you have an idea just let me know. 

Denise Doden 
388-7866; denisedoden@gmail.com 

http://www.wmnwc.org/renewal-conference/


On February 5th, a MN Adult & Teen Challenge choir will share music and 
testimonies at our services.  Hear first-hand not only about the challenges of 
drug and alcohol addiction, but also of the healing and freedom that come 
from Christ. 
 

MN Adult & Teen Challenge operates a drug and alcohol treatment program 
that assists teens and adults in gaining freedom from chemical addictions and other life controlling 
problems by addressing their physical, emotional and spiritual needs.  Operating for almost 30 years, it 
has treatment centers in Minneapolis, Brainerd, Duluth, and Rochester.   
 

You can support MN Adult & Teen Challenge through prayer and giving.  Monetary donations can be 
placed in the Mission of the Month envelopes in the church pew or given directly to the organization.  
To learn more about their program, check out their website at www.mntc.org.   

MN Adult & Teen Challenge Visits 

Because we work in the world of finance, we are constantly dealing with money and numbers. But we 
know that the work that we do is much more than that. We don’t just deal with account balances and 
market values. There are real people behind the account numbers in our system. And the accounts that 
we manage are much more than dollars and cents: they are an accumulation of years of hard work and 
planning; a meaningful gift that will bless others for years to come; a financial means to accomplish goals 
and make dreams a reality. 

It comes down to perspective. We work hard not just because it’s our job but because we know there 
are people depending on us to help them achieve their goals. So we don’t just see money and numbers. 
We see families and ministries. We see opportunities to fulfill needs. And because we see these things, 
we understand the value in investing. We know the importance of saving for retirement. We see the 
effect of gift giving. We recognize the need for estate planning.  

We want all of you to do the same if you don’t already. So, in 2017, we challenge all of you to have a 
similar perspective on your money. Don’t just look at it in terms of dollars and cents. Instead, see it as a 
valuable tool that can help you achieve goals for you, your family, and the causes you believe in.  

We’re not just waxing poetic. We know that for every penny that is entrusted in our care, there is a plan, 
a goal, and a hope attached to it. Whatever those plans, goals, and hopes may be, we know that our 
clients don’t just see dollars and cents when they discuss their finances with us, and neither do we. We 
may be in the world of finance, but we are in the business of serving people and helping them realize 
their hopes and dreams. 

Call any one of the Covenant Trust team serving in the Northwest Conference to talk about your goals 
and the causes you believe in. And let’s discuss how investing, saving for retirement, gift giving, and 
estate planning can play a role in achieving those goals and supporting those causes in 2017.  

Steve Allison                                     Erik Carlson                                       Karlene Crabtree 
218-297-7701                                  763-253-6311                                   612-252-8599                     
srallison@covenanttrust.com       ewcarlson@covenanttrust.com             kmcrabtree@covenanttrust.com 

News from Covenant Trust 



SNEAK PEAK! 

Mark your calendars and begin planning for your 
child’s summer camp experience at Lake Beauty! 

Early bird registration by April 3, 2017 

Awana 

February 
1    Beach Night 

8    Valentines for Jesus (Wear Red)/  
       Bring a Friend Night (3x points) 
15  Western Night 

22  Drive in Movie Night (Bring your Cardboard Cars) 

Frontier Kids Completed 1st, 2nd, or 3rd grade July 6 - 8 

Trailblazers Completed 3rd, 4th, or 5th grade June 25 - 29 

Junior High Completed 6th, 7th, or 8th grade June 11 - 16 

Senior High Completed 9th – 12th grade July 30 - August 4 

Lake Beauty Bible Camp Kids Summer Camp Dates 

Register online www.lbbc.com 

Adult Discovery Classes Kickoff in February 

What Did I Just Say?  We say them all the time, have used them for years, certain phrases and sentenc-
es, but have you ever stopped to think about what it is that you are saying? Is this well worn statement 
Biblical? Does it reflect good theology or what you really believe or are you just so used to hearing and 
saying it that you use it automatically? Together we will look at these things that roll off our tongue. Join 
the conversation starting February 19th.  Class will be lead by Roger Johnson in the Disciple Room. 
 

Women of the Old Testament:   They were ordinary people Most would not make headlines in any oth-
er history book but God’s.  Yet the women of the Old Testament made critical choices that led to ex-
traordinary results.  Through faith and strong character they rescued their families, led people out of 
bondage, gave birth to kings and saved a nation.  Each one demonstrates the far-reaching consequences 
of everyday actions.  Ladies, join Mary Lockwood in the Friendship Room starting on February 19th.  Each 
week we’ll explore a different woman of the Old Testament.     
 

Mancamp Returns!  Man Camp will resume February 26 in the Youth Room.  We’ll dive into a 5 part vid-
eo series by Craig Groeschel on Chazown and the values that drive our manly decisions. I promise it will 
be a “valuable” 5 weeks in Mancamp! 

Ash Wednesday Worship 
March 1st  is Ash Wednesday. We invite you to 
attend this very special worship service starting at 
7:30 p.m. immediately following Awana.  Awana 
kids please bring your parents to worship with you. 



1st Martin Gardzinski and Brock Smith 

2nd Bonnie Mercer and Stacey Anderson 

3rd Lisa Johnson and Darold Glander 

8th  Spring Reisner  

9th  Treasure Wachholz and Keith Johnson 

12th Jarrett Enevold 

13th  Ryan Buck and Cory Doden  

14th  Dawn Fish 

15th Marie Bengtson 

18th Eric Schulthess  

19th Kathy Ericson 

20th Paul Kramp 

21st Mary Thomforde 

24th  Jeff Hanson and Lacy Quiboloy 

27th Lucy Hoffman 

Prayer is a vital part of the life of our church.  In order to help us focus on praying for one another, 
please use our list of birthday friends in each month’s Messenger to pray for them and their families. 
There will be enough names to pray for someone throughout the month.  Let’s make praying for one 

another a means of encouragement to us all! 

First Covenant Church 
2302 Twin Bluff Road 
Red Wing, MN 55066 
651-388-2385 
www.redwingfirstcov.org 

Remembering Our Birthday Friends with Prayer 


