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We are so excited for Advent and Christmas at First Covenant.
We hope you and your family can join us!
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ADVENT (NOV 28 - DEC 19)
Join us any Sunday, November 28 December 19 for our Advent series
called "More or Less" where you'll be
inspired with More Hope for the
Hopeless, More Peace for the Peaceless, More Joy for the Joyless, and
More Love for the Loveless.

You can also get a copy of "Advent at Home: A Family Guide
to Advent and Christmas," written by Pastor Jim to help you
bring more depth and meaning to your home during the
Christmas season. Printed booklets are available at the
Welcome Desk. You can also download a digital copy from
our website.

CHRISTMAS EVE (DEC 24)
We'll be holding two identical
candlelight services at 4:30 PM and
6:00 PM. You and your family are
invited to stay after either service for
treats, hot cocoa, and a special
Christmas-themed photo-op for your
family by the fireplace, all with live
Christmas piano music in the background.
CHRISTMAS SUNDAY (DEC 26)
Bring your family to join us for
Family Worship on Christmas Sunday. Pastor Jim will share "The Story
of the Star." This message will help
you understand what led the Magi to
Jesus, when it took place, and how it
led us to celebrate the birth of Jesus
on December 25th. There will be no
Kids Discovery on Dec. 26th or Jan. 2nd.

Student Ministries
Being a few months into the school year, I thought it would be good to take this opportunity to share
with you about how things are going with the student ministry at our church. Let me begin by noting
that, in many ways, our church ministries are having to operate with a church planter mindset. The pandemic really undid a lot of our momentum and relationships that we had developed 2 years ago, and
today we truly are having to rebuild our ministries while still navigating COVID and it’s bigger impact on
youth’s schedules, mental health, and relationship dynamics. That said, it is more important than ever
before to be sharing the gospel with the next generation! So we are grateful for the opportunities to
serve our youth and to remind them that they are loved! So here’s some quick updates and prayer requests from Student Ministries at First Covenant.
FUSION AFTER SCHOOL GATHERING
For those who don’t know, Fusion is a free community program open to all students in grades 7-12 (this year). We
strive to create a fun youth atmosphere with the purpose to
create a safe space for youth after school where they can
build friendships with caring adults and develop life skills.
This quarter we are offering a basketball and volleyball minicamp, two art classes, two cooking classes, and an outdoor
adventure skills class for learning experiences.
Before the pandemic we had almost 80 kids attending every
week. After reformatting our program due to school district changes, we started off with 13 kids our
first week back. Fast forward to the middle of November and we are already up to 40 students! I personally have had several conversations with students who shared with me some hard stuff they are
dealing with and had the opportunity to pray with a few of them. This program helps us get in close
proximity to many community kids, some of which have never set foot in a church before.
However, we could use a few more adult volunteers to help provide supervision at Fusion. If you know
anyone who could help in any capacity, from running a check in desk to roaming halls, please let Hunter
Melton or I know! Prayer requests for this ministry:
•

Pray that our leaders will continue to build good relationships with students so that we can
be a positive influence in their lives.

Pray that God would prepare and send more adults to invest in these students.
YOUNG LIFE
Young Life is a new youth program geared toward introducing students to the Gospel. Our team is all
about connecting with students in the community and walking alongside them. Hunter Melton and his
Young Life team have had a good start since we kickoff a few weeks ago. We have had about 15-25 kids
come each week as we continue to figure out it's rhythms and experiment with different elements to
help create an exciting environment that draws kids in to hear the Good News. We are also preparing to
send a group to Castaway Winter Retreat on Dec 3-5.
(Cont on top of page 3)

Student Ministries (cont)
Prayer requests for this ministry:
• Pray for Hunter as he leads and develops this
ministry within the community.
• Pray that the message of Jesus will be received
well through the love our leaders show and the
club talks we share.
• Pray that God would move to continue providing the financial costs for this ministry.

CONFIRMATION
Every week, we have 12 students in grades 7-9 who are meeting weekly with their mentor for personal
connection as they study the Bible together. Then they gather once a month with Char Hayes and me for
class where we explore together the theological building blocks of our faith. It has been a joy to hear
mentors share about the conversations they are having together! Prayer requests for this ministry:
•
•

Pray for the mentors to have wisdom and insight as they work through scripture with their
confirmand.
Pray that our confirmands will develop a strong connection to God, His Word, and their mentors.

SENIOR HIGH GIRLS STUDY
We have a new small group study for senior high girls that have been meeting on Sundays after the 2nd
service. The group is led by Ashleigh Overlander. Students can carpool together after the service if needed, and lunch will be provided. Prayer requests for this ministry:
•
•

Pray for Ashleigh as she builds connections and invests in the life of these senior high students.
Pray for the group that they will also develop a strong connection to God and one another
through their study.

Sharon’s Christmas Tea Open House
You are invited for some holiday cheer, to celebrate this time of year!

Sharon Loquai’s Open House
Friday, December 10
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
2337 Clover Lane, Red Wing, MN

Mission Focus of the Month | Covenant World Relief
For more than 60 years, Covenant World Relief & Development (CWRD) has been the Evangelical Covenant Church's response to human suffering and injustice in the world. The CWRC works through partners
around the world to alleviate suffering for the most vulnerable people and support healthy communities.
CWRC develops partnerships in three ways:
•

They partner with God in God's transforming mission. They join God in loving, serving, and
working together with the poor, the powerless and the marginalized.

•

They partner with local Covenant connected organizations and churches around the world
who are experts in their communities. These local partners initiate programs to transform
and bring hope to their communities. CWRD partners provide regular reports to CWRD for
evaluation about the progress of projects.

•

They partner with Covenant churches and individual donors who support these projects
around the world.

Here are some projects that CWRD is presently involved with:
1. The Refugee Project: Raising awareness and funds to respond to the refugee crisis around the
world.
2. Project Blue: Raising awareness and funds to provide clean water and sanitation around the
world.
3. Kids Helping Kids: Sharing stories from children who are involved in caring for God's creation
in order to fulfill God's command to love God and our neighbor. Also, to foster a larger kingdom
view and to provide a shared faith experience to build community.
Please consider giving to Covenant World Relief and Development this month, as well as to support them
with your prayers.

Financial Secretary Update
OFFERING UPDATE:
2021 Budget:
($9,417/week needed)
47 weeks 2021 - $372,032
(-15.9% under budget)
47 weeks 2020 - $379,564
47 weeks 2019 - $417,072
November Comparison:
3 weeks 2021 - $22,186
3 weeks 2020 - $18,347
3 weeks 2019 - $33,102

From the Church Chair
As part of my devotions I read from the early church Fathers. A couple of weeks ago I read this paragraph.
Invest with the Lord what He has given. Paulinus of Nola:
We have been entrusted with the administration and use of temporal wealth for the common
good, not with the everlasting ownership of private property. If you accept the fact that ownership
on earth is only for a time, you can earn eternal possessions in heaven…. Let us then invest with
the Lord what he has given us, for we have nothing that does not come from him: we are dependent on him for our very existence….So let us give back to the Lord the gifts he has given us. Let us
give to him who receives in the person of every poor man or woman. Let us give gladly, I say, and
great joy will be ours when we receive his promised reward. Letter 34.2-4
In December we meet together prepare for and celebrate God’s greatest gift to us, His son Jesus. We also
meet together to do the business of setting forth a path for the new year when we consider and pass a
budget for the coming year. The ministry opportunities before us are exciting and challenging. As we pass
a budget which will enable us to engage in these opportunities, we would do well to ponder and take to
heart the words of the early church Father Paulinus of Nola. Our wealth is a trust from God to be used for
his purposes, not a possession to be held for personal pleasure and the satisfaction of personal desires. I
believe that God has given us the resources needed to accomplish all he has planned. It is my prayer that
we learn to hold our resources loosely, learn to live generously, and faithfully follow where God leads us.
Roger Johnson
Church chairperson

From Hunter Melton | Student Ministries
Fusion: After School Gathering for Students
Tuesdays | 4:00-6:00 pm | First Covenant Church
Fusion has been off to the races. Our last week before Thanksgiving saw 40 students come in and have a
great time. Each week, we are seeing more and more kids which is a wonderful blessing. We are beginning the long process of getting to know students and building community and relationships. Our first set
of learning experiences wrapped up successfully and students are looking forward to the next month’s
worth of volleyball and baking! Having a bus drive students from the high school to the church has been
a tremendous help to growing our numbers.
Young Life
Thursdays | 4:00-6:00 pm | First Covenant Church
The first weeks of Young Life have been off to a blazing start. Almost every week, 20 students have the
opportunity to have fun, grow together, and hear a bit about Jesus. The last few weeks we have explored
Jesus’ invitation to “come and see” more about who He is, to ask the question, “Who do I say that Jesus
is?”, and then exploring the ideas of Jesus being a prophet and priest. The opportunity that we have had
to connect with kids now that we are meeting twice a week is incredible. Starting in January, we will be
moving into a home instead of running program at the church. This will make the program more accessible to all students and will start at 7:32 on Mondays on January 10th.

Hope & Harbor at First Covenant | Dec 11 - 26
First Covenant will be hosting Hope & Harbor Homeless Shelter from December 11 - December 26.
Volunteers are needed for:
Registration: 5:45 - 8:00 p.m.
Host/Hostess 6:00 - 10:00 p.m.
Provide a dinner meal: 6:30p.m. - Dinner is done.
We will be open Christmas Day. We are looking for individuals or families to spend time with the guests
on Christmas Day. The most urgent need is help in the transport of mattress from one host church to the
other on first and last day. Please consider volunteering. Hope & Harbor representatives will assist volunteers.
Please visit: www.rwhopeandharbor.com to register.
At top of page | Click on “volunteer” | Click on “sign up to volunteer” | Sign up Genius to sign up
CALL: LIZ MAGILL 651-764-4294 with questions.

Red Cross Blood Drive
First Covenant Church is hosting our next Red Cross Blood Drive on
Wednesday, December 29 from noon to 6:00 p.m. To schedule a time to
give blood you can access the scheduling account at
redcrossblood.org and enter in redwingmn or call the church office.
Spread CHEER! Give blood and receive a exclusive long-sleeved
Red Cross T-shirt.

150 x 150 Pledge Update

Remembering Our Birthday Friends with Prayer
2nd

Dan Struss

16th

Lauren Gadient

3rd

Chloe Struss

17th

Pat Klenke

4th

James Beaulieu

19th

Nathan Allen

10th

Jodie Alpers, Joyce Diercks

20th

Sue Milbright, Adino Quiboloy

11th

Don Van Loon

21st

Patti Fredrickson

14th

Amber Gabrielson, Jennifer Ihrke

23rd

Haley Schmidt

15th

Rebecca Beaulieu

28th

Isaac Overlander

31st

Patricia Young, Sheila Johnson

Prayer is a vital part of the life of our church. In order to help us focus on praying for one another,
please use our list of birthday friends in each month’s Messenger to pray for them and their families.
There will be enough names to pray for someone throughout the month. Let’s make praying for one
another a means of encouragement to us all!

First Covenant Church
2302 Twin Bluff Road
Red Wing, MN 55066
651-388-2385
www.redwingfirstcov.org

