
It was a drama with an unlikely cast of characters.  An elderly couple with 
had known the pain of infertility getting the surprise of their life.  A poor 
pregnant teenager and her tradesman fiancé who had to endure the gossip 
and suspicious glances of their neighbors who thought they jumped the gun 
sexually.  An innkeeper in Bethlehem who ran a little hotel for travelers, but 
probably didn’t make much money at it.  Shepherds who worked long hours 
taking care of someone else’s livestock for very little pay.  In that culture 
herdsmen lived on the fringes of polite society – no decent person would 
voluntarily associate with them.  Then there were the Magi who traveled 
from a distant land.  At home they were wealthy and respected, wielding 
political and religious influence.  Rounding out the crew was a ruthless ty-
rant who eliminated any opposition, and Caesar, the most powerful man on 
earth who was considered to be a god by his people.   

That was quite a diverse collection of humanity.  They came from every stra-
ta of society.  Anybody there like you?  The infant Jesus was greeted by a 
few who had wealth and power, but most of them were “salt of the earth” 
people who didn’t have much in the way of material prosperity to show for 
their life’s work.  But Jesus came to touch all their lives.  To do that, he had 
to one of them.  That’s why Hebrews 2.17 says, “For this reason he had to be 
made like them, fully human in every way. 

This means that he knows what our life is like.  He grew up in a family.  He 
had friends, and enemies.  He knew joy and he suffered.  He experienced 
temptation and was enticed to take the easy way out of hard situa-
tions.  This little baby that we make so much about at Christmas was so spe-
cial because in him the Almighty Creator of the universe chose to experience 
real human life.  So when you have a hard day and it seems like the world is 
stacked up against you, Jesus knows what that’s like.  When you feel be-
trayed by someone you trusted or been abandoned by those closest to you, 
Christ understands.  If you are suffering or even facing death, our Lord 
looked those in the eye, too, and even tasted death.  When you are tempt-
ed, he can identify with how strong the pull is to do what you know is 
wrong.  He is familiar with poverty.  He knows what it’s like to be lonely and 
afraid.  People were critical of him behind his back and in front of him.  He 
knows what it’s like when your family can’t understand why you are so seri-
ous about your faith.  He’s been here; he’s been through all that – and 
more.  And because he was here he is able to help us in every situation we 
face.  When we’re weak he gives us strength to persevere, when we’re lone-
ly he’s our companion, when we fail or fall he forgives, and when we face 
the last enemy, death, he’ll be there to guide us across the threshold into 
eternity.   

No matter who you are, where you’ve come from or what you’ve done, 
Christmas says, “You’re included.”  Rejoice in this marvelous truth as 
you again celebrate the Savior’s birth!    Pastor Ken 
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Recently my morning devotions began with these sentences, “What is grace? In the New Testament, 
grace means God’s love in action toward people who merited the opposite of love. Grace means God 
moving heaven and earth to save sinners who could not lift a finger to save themselves.” So writes J.I. 
Packer. What flashed through my mind as I read those words was Romans 5:8 which says, “But God 
showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.” I know that this 
verse in Romans may seem more like is belongs to Lent and Easter but maybe, just maybe it really be-
longs to the season of Advent. 

This Sunday (November 29th) we begin Advent, the time when we prepare to celebrate Christmas. What 
better way to do that than to be reminded of what Paul writes in Romans 5:8. 1) What we are preparing 
to celebrate is God showing his great love for us. 2) The first way God showed his love was by sending his 
son. 3) The second way God would show his love was that Jesus would die for us. 4) But this is the part 
that always grabs me, God does all this while we were still sinners. In other words, there was no good 
reason for God to send his son except that he loved us. As I thought of this, I thought about just how 
good this news is and how contrary it is to what the world around us is going to be saying. Before long 
you are sure to hear that familiar song that tells us “You better watch out, you better not cry… because 
he knows who’s been naughty or nice.” The bottom line being that you are rewarded for being good. I 
like Paul’s message far better that while I was a sinner God acted to show how much He loved me.  

We are all going to be getting ready for Christmas and that is going to be different than it ever has been 
before. Gatherings we look forward to may not happen. Worship we eagerly anticipate might be virtual. 
All of this makes it even more important that we begin our preparation with Paul’s good news that while 
we were still sinners, God showed his love. Starting here is how we can truly be ready to celebrate God’s 
good gift no matter what the rest of Christmas may end up looking like.  

A part of our Advent at First Covenant this year will be the presentation of a candidate for lead pastor. I 
want to encourage each of you to participate in his visit with us. The details for this are in the newsletter 
and on the church web page. If you have any questions about the events of the weekend please contact 
the church office.  

May this season be filled with filled with God’s presence for you. 

Roger Johnson, Church chairman 

Prepare to Celebrate Christmas 

Kwik Trip Gift Cards 
Hey everyone it’s going to be a Covid Christmas!  While we’ll still celebrate the birth of Jesus, shopping 
for those gifts might be a little difficult this year.  Here’s the perfect stocking stuffer for your special peo-
ple: Kwik Trip gift cards delivered to your door.  You can get cards in amounts of $10, $25, $50, $100 and 
$500.  I’m going to put a special order in December 5th and will deliver your cards the following 
week.  Your order will put a smile on those you love and put a little something in First Covenant’s 
coffers.  Call, text or email me for your cards before December 5th please!  

Merry Christmas and God Bless,  

Cory Doden (651-380-8724) corydoden@gmail.com 

mailto:corydoden@gmail.com


Sound Team Volunteers 

We begin the season of Advent.  We are moving toward the event!  The event of God with Us.   

Eugene Peterson when translating the Old Testament in the Message calls the Creator of the universe 
the "With Us God".  So here we are in the middle of a pandemic, isolating and not spending time with 
the people we love and the friends we care for and yet we are not alone! The "with us" God is present 
every breath and step we take. 

The apostle Paul calls the church the body of Christ.  We, the church, are connected to each other be-
cause we are connected by the Spirit of Christ, God with us, and in us.  We are not alone. 

Because of our technology, we are able to talk and see (as we Zoom around) those we love and care 
for.  If you miss someone, call them.  If you are thankful for someone's friendship, call them.  We are 
connected by the Creator of the universe by his spirit with us and in us.  We are not alone. 

Char Hayes 
Congregational Care 

Volunteers Needed! Looking to use your skills behind the 
scenes? Maybe you’ve always wanted to expand your 
knowledge about how technology can be used for worship. 
We’ve got the tools and training fit for any inexperience or 
experienced volunteer! We are looking for 4-5 new team-
mates for our Sound & Tech Team. Volunteers opportunities 
range from protection, audio and LIVE stream video. Let us 
help you find the best fit for your passions! Minimum com-
mitment is once a month.  
Contact Anna Bechtold to learn more! 

Congregational Care 

Library Corner 
This month we would like to introduce you to some new writers that we have received in our church li-
brary. Richard Paul Evans writes about his walk on the Route 66. Three books in the series, "The Broken 
Road", "The Forgotten Road", and "The Road Home". These novels are a kind that will stay with readers 
long after the book is closed.  About second chances and a long-broken road to redemption, it may be 
one of Evan's best works. An excellent read. "The Broken Road" is the first book in a much-anticipated 
new trilogy by Evans. It is engrossing story of redemption, grace and the power of second chances. An 
epic journey you won't soon forget. Elisabeth Goddard, a three-book series, and Lynn Eason, one 2 book 
series, and another 4-book series.  These writers are writing mystery with the Christian message and 
keeps one reading and wanting to know what happens next. 

Hope you can find time to read this month. It’s a wonderful pastime. 

Library Committee 



Upcoming Important Dates and Celebrations 
Sunday worship time remains the same at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Sunday, November 29 Budget Informational Meeting | 11:15 a.m. 
 

Saturday, December 5 Meet and Greet with Pastor Jim Murphy | 6:30 p.m. 
 

Sunday, December 6  Pastor Jim Murphy will preach | 10:00 a.m. 

    Pastoral Call Vote & Congregational Business Meeting | 11:15 a.m. 
 

Thursday, December 24 Christmas Eve Worships  

 4:30 p.m.  Family  Service 

 6:30 p.m. Candlelight Service 

NO YOUTH GROUP (NOV 29 – DEC 27) 
In light of the governor’s restrictions, school closings, and the more social nature to youth group, we 
have decided to suspend our Sunday night youth group gatherings for the rest of 2020 (which really only 
accounted for 2 weeks due to holiday breaks). We will reassess what spring semester will look like as we 
get near the end of December. 

  OPPORTUNITIES WE ARE CONSIDERING 
POSSIBLE VIRTUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY (DEC 13)? 
We had plans for our youth group to have a Christmas Party this night filled with all sorts of fun, games, 
and presents. We are curious if students would be interested in participating in a virtual Christmas party 
that would still include all sorts of fun and games together. Let us know what you think! 
POSSIBLE MENTORING OPPORTUNITIES 
If our current situation continues into spring semester, we also have considered a plan to simply begin 
mentoring connections with students/leaders one-on-one or in a small group of 3 people. This could be 
in-person or online depending on the family’s preference. During these regular connections we would 
take time to check-in, talk about life and faith, and pray together. We are curious if students would be 
interested in participating in a mentoring connection like this. Let us know what you think! 
Thank you for your grace and understanding as we try to continue caring for the students in our commu-
nity during this challenging season!  

 Mike Bechtold & Ashleigh Overlander 

Student Ministries 



Notes of Thanks 
To everyone at First Covenant Church, 

Thanks for the beautiful plant you sent me while I was a patient at the Lake City nursing home. It was so 
beautiful it helped to brighten my days, and every one who came into my room remarked what a  
beautiful plant it was. I back home again and on the way to recovery.  

Wishing you all God’s richest blessing, 

Marilyn Glander (Darold’s mother) 

 

Hello FCC, 

Seems so trivial to simple say “thanks”! Without your generous support, time, advice, storage closet, and 
help in every way Hope & Harbor would not be happening this year. 

Thank you,  

Liz Magill 

In these days of isolation and separation I am sending this greeting to each group and each woman and 
reminding myself and all of you that we are still sisters in Christ connected through our Savior and Lord, 
Jesus Christ.   
It has been over a year that we met together at Prairie Lake Covenant to evaluate our district ministry 
and eight months since conference women gathered at First Covenant River Falls for the Spring Renewal 
conference.  Never did we imagine that life would change so much in just a few months.  Our concerns 
about losing connections with our district women have taken on a more serious meaning. It is difficult to 
maintain connections with the women in our own church family let alone those in our district congrega-
tions.  But, just because communication and gathering together is challenged doesn't mean that 
thoughts of each of you doesn't happen.   
I am writing to you as we approach Thanksgiving.  It is a reminder to me to find the things that I am 
thankful for.  A wise person once said, "If you're having trouble beIng thankful for what you have, be 
thankful for what you don't have!"  Perhaps each of us has found that the change from what was normal 
and routine has had perks to it that we wouldn't have discovered at all.  We still have so many blessings 
in so many ways.  Thinking about what the future will bring can cause anxiety.  The Bible even promises 
trouble. Yet, in the uncertainty, I am thankful for God's promise of faithfulness.  God's got this.  I just 
have to rest in His promises.  
Will there be a spring gathering for the district women or a Spring Renewal for the conference wom-
en?  Only time will tell. (But, put March 26-27 in Alexandria on your calendar for Spring Renewal.  Plans 
give hope and encouragement!!)  Until we are able to meet again face to face, remind yourself that God 
IS in control.  We are still needed to be God's messengers and ministers in a world that needs to know 
Jesus.  (As a wise woman, aka Mary Roskam, said, "The Good News is never in quarantine!")  You are not 
alone in this service. You are part of a community that spreads out across the world.   Be encouraged, 
hopeful and thankful. 

Blessings on each of you - 
Ellen Peterson  

Lake Pepin District Women Ministries Team 

Update from the Lake Pepin District Women Ministries 



November Mission of the Month 
Financial Secretary Update 

MOPS & MOMSnext 

Our MOPS & MOMSnext group wishes you a blessed December and special times to celebrate the birth 
of our Lord.  As moms we focus on growing in our own relationship with Jesus, as well as teaching our 
children to learn about and pray to God.  Sometimes simple words work well for us adults too.  We love 
You Jesus, we thank You, and ask You to live in our hearts.  Amen 

We have a smaller group this year, but have enjoyed being able to meet for the beginning of the 
year.  We had good topics and discussions.  We packed shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child.   

Matthew West, Christian artist, and Esther Fleece, author, helped us to learn about faking fine, and to 
make a conscious decision to "no longer fake fine."  It is important for us to have key people with whom 
we can share our struggles and successes, and MOPS & MOMSnext strives to be a space for moms to be 
authentic and real in our conversations. 
We will be meeting over Zoom meetings for the time being.  Please email redwingmops@gmail.com for 
more information.   

Rose Gerdes 

 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
First Covenant Church is hosting a American Red 
Cross Blood Drive on Wednesday, December 30 from 
noon to 6:00 p.m. To schedule a time to give blood 
you can access the scheduling account at  
redcrossblood.org. 
Sign up ASAP as many time slots are filling up!! 

mailto:redwingmops@gmail.com


 



2nd Dan Struss 

3rd  Chloe Struss 

4th James Beaulieu 

8th Tim Anderson  

9th Alex Coffey 

10th Jodie Alpers, Joyce Diercks 

11th Don Van Loon 

14th Amber Gabrielson 

15th Rebecca Beaulieu 

17th Pat Klenke 

20th Sue Milbright, Adino Quiboloy 

21st Patti Fredrickson 

23rd Haley Schmidt 

28th Isaac Overlander 

31st Patricia Young 

 

Prayer is a vital part of the life of our church.  In order to help us focus on praying for one another, 
please use our list of birthday friends in each month’s Messenger to pray for them and their families. 
There will be enough names to pray for someone throughout the month.  Let’s make praying for one 

another a means of encouragement to us all! 

First Covenant Church 
2302 Twin Bluff Road 
Red Wing, MN 55066 
651-388-2385 
www.redwingfirstcov.org 

Remembering Our Birthday Friends with Prayer 


