
For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in… ‘Truly I 
tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of 
mine, you did for me.’” (words of Jesus from Matthew 25:35, 40). 

Beginning in December, First Covenant Church will be part of something his-
toric in Red Wing.  We are starting a rotating shelter called Hope & Harbor 
for those without a place to sleep during the cold winter months (December 
through February).  Our guests will include those who have recently been 
evicted, just arrived in town, have been ‘couch surfing’ and no longer have a 
place to stay, or are living in their car. Anyone seeking shelter who is not a 
danger to themselves or others will be welcome to sleep in a warm, safe 
place. 

The shelter will be housed at each church for one week at a time before 
moving to the next location. A rotating shelter model like this reduces costs 
by using church buildings and volunteers to spread out the financial burdens 
of this kind of ministry.  It also allows congregations the opportunity to be in 
close proximity to those in need, to hear stories, share a meal, and connect 
on a level that mirrors the way Jesus ministered to people in his day.  We 
understand that this rotating model is not an ideal situation, as it requires 
guests to move often and provides no daytime space. However, it is the best 
option to provide much needed overnight shelter right now. 

First Covenant is being asked to lead in this endeavor by staffing and housing 
the first week of the shelter – December 1-7.  An opportunity like this may 
be outside your comfort zone and something you’ve never done before.   
That is a good thing; most things worth doing are not simple and easy.  As 
followers of Jesus we should know this better than most.  Jesus was always 
moving toward difficult situations and messy people in order to give grace 
and love.  That is our call too.  There are several roles that we are looking to 
fill in order to run our portion of the shelter.  These include serving as Gate-
keeper (a check-in person who will help guests fill out paperwork and under-
stand expectations), Greeter (who will assist the Gatekeeper and generally 
guide guests through the first part of the evening), Meal providers and Serv-
ers (for both dinner and breakfast), and of course those who stay over-night 
(1 male and 1 female per night).  If you’d like to know more about volunteer-
ing at the shelter, giving a donation of food, or helping us set or clean-up 
please contact me. 

This is a very real way to be the hands and feet of Christ.  I hope that you will 
be praying about your part in this very significant ministry. 

        Grace & Peace, 

             Marc 

Hope & Harbor 
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It was Christmas Eve in 1965. I was a seven-year farm boy helping my dad feed cattle for evening chores.  
The sun had set, the night was crisp, the stars were bright and a sliver of moon was high in the night sky.  
My job was to drive the tractor and wagon next to the feeding bunks then Dad would fork the silage to 
the impatient steers. The pungent smell of corn silage, diesel exhaust and cattle “fertilizer” filled the De-
cember air.  The sounds of cattle bawling, the rhythmic “put put put” of the John Deere and my Dad’s 
command for “next bunk” surrounded me.  But none of that mattered.  My full attention was on the per-
fect winter sky.  Where was he?  I squinted at the stars and panned the heavens without a sighting for 
the jolly guy in the sleigh – with my presents. 

However, somehow Santa had slipped in while I was doing chores and my sister was practicing piano.  
What a sneak. I missed him! The evening progressed with a supper of boiled potatoes, fried chicken, 
green beans canned in the summer, homemade bread and ice cold milk poured from a glass bottle.  
Dishes were hand washed then something unusual for the Doden family happened.  We went to Christ-
mas Eve services at the local Methodist church.  I remember getting in our Ford Fairlane wondering what 
this was about?? 

To be honest I don’t remember much about the service except for the goody bag of orange peanuts, an 
apple and the dreaded pieces of anise candy handed out as we left.  But one other detail remains with 
me until this day.  I remember peering down the aisle to front of the church, seeing the manger scene 
and the cradle holding baby Jesus. Naively I then figured out that Jesus somehow “caused” Christmas…  

Finally, the ancient Reverend Tschetter admonished us to behold the greatest gift ever.  God gave us his 
Son.  To be with us on this earth.  Right here, right now.  Forever.  God incarnate.  Then he bellowed in 
his thick German accent, “DON’T MEEEESE IT!” 

So in closing please do two things for yourself during this advent season.  First take a peaceful trip down 
memory lane.  What is your most vivid memory of Christmas? Who were you with, what were you doing, 
where was it at?  And when did YOU figure out Jesus was at the center of it?  Secondly, purposely take 
time to find the hope, the joy, the love and the promise of Jesus. Then share the experience with your 
family, our church and our community.  Don’t miss Him! 

In the joyful hope of our Savior, 

Cory Doden, Church Chair 

I Almost Missed It 

Adult Discovery Hour  
The Adult Discovery Hour Class will meet on December 1 & 15 continuing the study by Dr. David Jeremi-
ah. On December 1st the topic will be doubt and on the 15th the tropic will be failure. 

On January 5th a new study will be begin. The new study is titled "Israel's Mission: Becoming a kingdom 
of priests in a prodigal world. This five-session series is presented by Dr. Ray Vander Laan. As he takes 
you to the places of the Old and New Testaments, he presents that in this series will help you examine 
what your God given mission is. God gave an assignment to His people thousands of years ago, in this 
series we will discover the mission that can give your life greater meaning than you ever imagined. This 
series will run through February 2nd. 



Prayer Gathering—December 2nd 

We are excited to announce that the Children's Library has started up again in the main church library! 
We have books ranging from board books, beginner readers, picture books, chapter book series and 
teen reads. You'll find popular authors like Christ Tomlin and Max Lucado. Popular series include The Cul
-de-sac Kids, The Chronicles of Narnia and Anne of Green Gables. New books will arrive with the chang-
ing of seasons. Our newest books include the Otter B Series, The Action Storybook Bible (Graphic Car-
toon book), and a variety of Beginner Reader books.  

So stop on by the Church Library before or after church this Sunday and find a great book for you in our 
always growing "grown up books" and check out a special book for your child or grandchild to read.  

Christmas Wishing Tree: This Christmas we are giving the opportunity for you and your family to donate 
a book to the children's library. We have need to expand our chapter book series, teen series and sea-
sonal picture books with themes like Thanksgiving, Christmas and Easter. To learn more contact Anna 
Bechtold or grab a "Tree Card" from the bulletin board in the Library.   

We are excited to announce that the Children's Library has started up again 
in the main church library! We have books ranging from board books, begin-
ner readers, picture books, chapter book series and teen reads. You'll find pop-
ular authors like Christ Tomlin and Max Lucado. Popular series include The Cul-
de-sac Kids, The Chronicles of Narnia and Anne of Green Gables. New books 
will arrive with the changing of seasons. Our newest books include the Otter B 
Series, The Action Storybook Bible (Graphic Cartoon book), and a variety of Be-
ginner Reader books.  

So stop on by the Church Library before or after church this Sunday and find a great book for you in our 
always growing "grown up books" and check out a special book for your child or grandchild to read.  

Christmas Wishing Tree: This Christmas we are giving the opportunity for you and your family to donate 
a book to the children's library. We have need to expand our chapter book series, teen series and sea-
sonal picture books with themes like Thanksgiving, Christmas and Easter. To learn more contact Anna 
Bechtold or grab a "Tree Card" from the bulletin board in the Library.   

Anna Bechtold 

Everyone in our church family is invited to attend a PRAYER GATHERING on Monday, December 2nd at 
6:00 p.m.  We will be lifting before God our 2020 budget, discernment about our search for a Worship & 
Community Connections Pastor, and other needs within our congregation.  We hope to see you there! 

Library Corner 

Note of Thanks 
Thank you for your prayers and thoughtfulness in sending the beautiful flowers. Glad to be home and 
each day I’m doing better. God has wonderfully answered our prayers and is watching over me. 

William Bohrer 



Upcoming Important Dates and Celebrations 
(Sunday worship times remain the same at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. unless noted) 

Sunday, December 1  Budget Informational Meeting  at 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday, December 8  Congregational Business Meeting at 9:45 a.m. 

     No Adult Discovery Hour 

    Children Discovery and Confirmation meets 

Sunday, December 15 Children’s Christmas Program (11:00 a.m. service) 

 Receiving of New Members   

Tuesday, December 24 Christmas Eve Worships  

 4:00 p.m.  Family  Service 

 7:00 p.m. Candlelight Service 

Sunday, December 29 One Worship Service at 9:30 a.m. (no Discovery Hour) 

December       4 Clash Night Wear mismatched outfit/socks, Bring a Friend Night (3x points) 

11 Camo Night (Wear camouflage) 

18 Celebrate Christmas Night- Wear a Christmas sweater or shirt /Awana Store Night  

  25 No AWANA   Happy Birthday Jesus! 
 

January  1         No AWANA   Happy New Year! 

 8 Pastor's Popcorn Night (Pastor shares a special message) 

Awana Store Night 

         On December 18th, we will have our First Awana Store Night of the year.  This is a special time for 
the Sparks and T&T kids to "spend " their points that they have earned for attendance, memory work, 
bringing friends, wearing their uniform, and remembering to bring their handbook and bible each week.  
We are in need of new or gently used stuffed animals, toys, trinkets, jewelry, sports stuff and games, in 
addition to candy.  You can look at the clearance aisles at the store when you are shopping or clean out 
your hidden treasures that you have not used!  Bring your donated items to Sarah's office marked 
"Awana Store". Keep in mind these are for Kindergarten through 5th grade kids.  Thanks for your help.  

Awana 



November Mission of the Month 
Financial Secretary Update 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

One of the aspects of our mission at First Covenant 
is to connect with one another. One way to do that 
is to become a part of the Prayer Shawl Ministry. 
What is currently needed is someone who is willing 
to deliver the shawls to those who may be going 
through a difficult time and could use our encour-
agement. If you want more information please con-
tact the church office, Sheryl Aschbrenner (651-212-
8513) or Millie Mehrkens (651-380-8311). 

General Fund / Building Fund YTD: 

46 weeks 2019 - $406,252 (-12.4% under budget) 

46 weeks 2018 - $427,499 

Month of October: 

4 weeks 2019 - $37,920 

4 weeks 2018 - $38,544 

Month of November (to date): 

Needed monthly for budget - $43,700 

3 weeks 2019 - $33,102  

3 weeks 2018 - $33,870 

Needed for weekly budget - $10,084 / 172 giving units = $58/giving unit/week 

Actual weekly giving YTD - $8,832/week = $51/giving unit/week 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
First Covenant Church is hosting a American Red Cross 
Blood Drive on Thursday, December 12 from noon to 
6:00 p.m. To schedule a time to give blood you can 
access the scheduling account at  
redcrossblood.org and enter: redwingmn 

Sharon Loquai’s  
 Open House 

 

Friday, December 13 

10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

2337 Clover Lane 

Red Wing, MN 

You are invited for some holiday cheer,  

to celebrate this time of year! 

Christmas TEa 



 



2nd Dan Struss 

3rd  Chloe Struss 

4th James Beaulieu 

6th Craig Stehr 

8th Tim Anderson  

9th Corrie Westphall , Alex Coffey 

10th Jodie Alpers, Joyce Diercks 

11th Don Van Loon 

14th Amber Gabrielson 

 

15th Rebecca Beaulieu 

16th  Jason Mandelkow 

17th Pat Klenke 

20th Sue Milbright, Adino Quiboloy,  

21st Patti Fredrickson 

23rd Haley Schmidt 

26th  Vicki Kintop 

28th Isaac Overlander 

31st Patricia Young, Sheila Johnson 

 

Prayer is a vital part of the life of our church.  In order to help us focus on praying for one another, 
please use our list of birthday friends in each month’s Messenger to pray for them and their families. 
There will be enough names to pray for someone throughout the month.  Let’s make praying for one 

another a means of encouragement to us all! 

First Covenant Church 
2302 Twin Bluff Road 
Red Wing, MN 55066 
651-388-2385 
www.redwingfirstcov.org 

Remembering Our Birthday Friends with Prayer 


