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The word advent means “coming.” During the season of Advent, Christians
observe a time of preparation and anticipation to celebrate the birth of a very
special baby – Jesus. We also acknowledge Christ’s coming in the believer’s
heart now – in a sense being re-born – as well as the promised second coming
of Jesus Christ which is anticipated but has not yet occurred. Birth and babies
have always been a sign of hope. Maybe that is why God chose a baby to bring
his plan of salvation into the world. In her book, Bread of Angels, Barbara
Brown Taylor colorfully describes God’s reasoning behind his choice.
“Babies did not go to war. They never made hate speeches or littered or refused to play with each other because they belonged to different political parties. They depended on other people for everything necessary to their lives and
a phrase like “self-made babies” would have made them laugh until their bellies
hurt. While no one asked their opinions about anything that mattered (which
would have been the smart thing to do), almost everyone seemed to love them,
and that gave God an idea.
Why not create himself as one of these delightful creatures?
He tried the idea out on his cabinet of archangels and at first they were all very
quiet. Finally, the senior archangel stepped forward to speak for all of them. He
told God how much they would worry about him, if he did that. He would be
putting himself at the mercy of his creatures, the angel said. People could do
anything they wanted to him, and if he seriously meant to become one of them
there would be no escape for him if things turned sour. Could he at least create
himself as a magical baby with special powers? It would not take much – just
the power to become invisible, maybe, or the power to hurl bolts of lightning if
the need arose. The baby idea was a stroke of genius, the angel said, it really
was, but it lacked adequate safety features.
God thanked the archangels for their concern but said no, he thought he would
just be a regular baby. How else could he gain the trust of his creatures? How
else could he persuade them that he knew their lives inside out, unless he lived
one like theirs? There was a risk. He knew that. Okay, there was a high risk,
but that was to risk everything to get close to them, in hopes that they might
love him again.
It was a daring plan, but once the angels saw that God was dead set on it, they
broke into applause – not the uproarious kind but the steady kind that goes on
and on when you have witnessed something you know you will never see again.
While they were still clapping, God turned around and left the cabinet chamber, shedding his robes as he went. The angels watched as his midnight blue
mantle fell to the floor, so that all the stars on it collapsed in a heap. Then a
strange thing happened. Where the robes had fallen, the floor melted and
opened up to reveal a scrubby brown pasture speckled with sheep and – right in
the middle of them – a bunch of shepherds sitting around a campfire drinking
wine out of a skin. It was hard to say who was more startled, the shepherds or
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the angels, but as the shepherds looked up at them, the angels pushed their senior member to the edge of the
hole. Looking down at the human beings who were all trying to hide behind each other (poor things, no
wings), the angel said in as gentle a voice as he could muster,
“Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people; to you is born this
day in the city of David a savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.”
And away up the hill, from the direction of town, came the sound of a newborn baby’s cry.”
Advent is a time when we are all “expecting.” It is a time when we prepare to have an encounter with a baby, to have another presence grow within us. Take time this season to be quiet and listen for the baby – the
one we call Emanuel, God with us.
Grace and Peace,
Marc

Mission of the Month - AVA Ministries
He hath showed me, O man, what is good; and what doth the LORD require of thee,
but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God? Micah 6:8
The Evangelical Covenant Church believes that in order to love mercy and justice,
we must be concerned with helping hurting people and we must address the causes of that hurt. We as a church acknowledge the reality of brokenness and sin in
the world, but we also testify to the healing power of Jesus that brings renewal and
hope. As a result of sin and brokenness, one out of four women in our country is
subjected to sexual abuse and domestic violence. The Advocacy for Victims of
Abuse (AVA) was initiated by the Evangelical Covenant to inform, educate and raise
awareness of the epidemic of abuse, empowering the church community to reach out with the healing
touch of Jesus.
Here at First Covenant, AVA Ministries provides Welcome Bags to women and their children who find refuge
at The Haven of Hope-Women’s Shelter. The Welcome Bags include necessary toiletries and washcloths,
crayons and coloring books, notebooks and pencils, and story books. Volunteers to put these together and
donations for the bags are greatly appreciated.

Tuesday AM Women’s Bible Study
Attention all ladies...Do you want to study the Bible but don't really know where to start? Are you overwhelmed by the idea of studying on our own. Do you want to hang out with an amazing group of ladies who
will encourage you, pray for you and make you laugh? Well, have we got a group for you! Starting Tuesday,
January 8, 2019 the Tuesday Morning Bible Study group will be starting the series Bible on the Bluff, Hearing
God's Voice Joshua thru 2 Chronicles by Kristina Lunde. Please join us from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m. as we dive into
God's Word and learn how to apply it to our everyday lives. Please contact Rebecca Beaulieu if you have any
questions at 651-301-1997 or rebeccabeaulieu6@gmail.com. We look forward to seeing you!!!

Harvesting Our Heavenly Reward
As you read these words the fall leaves have been gathered. The bounty of a summer garden has been
picked, plucked and perhaps preserved. The farmer’s crops have been combined and stored safely or possibly sent down the river. So now is the time to reflect on the fruits of your hard work. Did the sore back, the
sunburned neck, the dirt filled finger nails and the worrisome nights bring the expected harvest? In short, did
you reap more than you sowed? The Bible makes a great analogy to our agrarian culture and our trust in the
Lord.
You reap what you sow. This is too logical from a farming or gardening sense. You plant corn in the north
forty in May and sure enough you get… tall, strong stalks of golden corn in November. You don’t plant tulips
in the spring and expect to get …. carnations! So what type of faith seeds are you sowing? Ones of love,
peace and joy? Or kernels of indifference, deceit or deception? The choice is ours so don’t expect a bushel
of joy if you planted an acre of apathy. (Galatians 6:7 Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man
reaps what he sows.)
You reap where you sow. Once again for us Midwestern folk this a no brainer. However, I get a little frustrated with some our new age friends who “give it to the universe” and expect to be blessed through some
mysterious and vague gifting process. So just as we are intentional as a church where we plant our missional
seeds, let us also be intentional as disciples of Christ as to where we plant evangelical seeds.
(Matthew 6:19-20 1 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and
where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do
not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.”)
You reap more than you sow. One kernel of corn is planted by farmer Jones. This in turn will get him 1 stalk
of corn with at least 2 ears on each stalk. Each ear of corn in turn will have an average of 800 kernels. My
Iowa math tells me God turned one kernel of corn into 1,600! And so it is with our faith. Are we planting
with the seeds of prayer? Let’s kneel in the fertile soil of love and lift our aching arms toward the heavens
and expect a bountiful return.
(Luke 6:38; "Give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over,
will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you.")
You reap in a different season than you sow. Again our friends cultivating crops and tilling gardens know
this tenet all too well. They plant and wait. And wait. And wait. There are storms, droughts, pestilence and
disease. And yet they must anxiously wait until the crop is finally mature. And then the reward is received!
And so we know God will reward us too, but on His timeline not ours. We must be patient and prayerfully
faithful to enjoy God’s great harvest.
(Galatians 6:9; "And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give
up.")
So in this advent season, let us reap the rewards of yearlong prayer. And then let’s reflect on where, when
and how we will purposely plant the seeds of our faith in the coming year.
Planting Christ’s pure love,
Cory Doden
Church Chair

Awana
December

5

Silly Socks/Shoes Night -Bring a Friend Night (3x points)

12

Camo Night (Wear Camouflage)

19

Celebrate Christmas Night- wear a Christmas sweater or shirt /Awana Store Night

26

No AWANA Happy Birthday Jesus!

Awana Store Night
On December 19th, we will have our First Awana Store Night of the year. This is a special time for the
Sparks and T&T kids to "spend " their points that they have earned for attendance, memory work, bringing
friends, wearing their uniform, and remembering to bring their handbook and bible each week. We are in
need of new or gently used stuffed animals, toys, trinkets, jewelry, sports stuff and games, in addition to candy. You can look at the clearance aisles at the store when you are shopping or clean out your hidden treasures that you have not used! Bring your donated items to Sarah's office marked "Awana Store".

Upcoming Important Dates and Celebrations
(Sunday worship times remain the same at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.)
Sunday, December 2

Budget Information Meeting at 9:45 a.m.

Sunday, December 9

Congregational Business Meeting at 9:45 a.m.

No Adult Discovery Hour
Children Discovery and Confirmation meets
Sunday, December 16

Special Children’s Christmas Program (11:00 a.m. service)

Sunday, December 23

Receiving of New Members (No Discovery Hour)

Monday, December 24

Christmas Eve Worships
4:00 p.m. Family Service
7:00 p.m. Candlelight Service

Sunday, December 30

Worship at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. (No Discovery Hour)

November Mission of the Month
Adult Discovery Hour - Beginning January 6th
A CONTRARIAN'S GUIDE TO KNOWING GOD by LARRY OSBORNE
Definition of contrarian: a person who takes a contrary position or attitude.
Sometimes what we believe about the Christian life comes from a single but prominent point of view—an
older Christian we look up to, a preacher, or a parent. But is there only one way of living the life of a Jesus
follower?
The Christian life—even one centered on grace—can still feel like a long list of dos and don’ts. But what if
there’s more (and less) to our faith than we typically believe? In this series based on his book A Contrarian's
Guide to Knowing God, pastor Larry Osborne tackles popular assumptions about Christian living that create
stress and failure rather than growth and joy.
Each time we gather we’ll have a 10-minute video from Larry Osborne, take some time to review it as well as
examine and discuss the associated scripture for the lesson. While not required, participants are encouraged
to consider purchasing and reading the associated book of the same title.
This offering will be facilitated by David Fredrickson.

Red Cross Blood Drive
First Covenant Church is hosting a American Red Cross
Blood Drive on Thursday, December 13 from noon to
6:00 p.m. To schedule a time to give blood you can
access the scheduling account at
redcrossblood.org and enter: redwingmn

You are invited for some holiday cheer,

to celebrate this time of year!

Christmas TEa
Lydia Circle
Lydia Circle is meeting Tuesday, December 11 at
6:30 p.m. at church. We're discussing Chapters 4-6 of
It's All Under Control by Jennifer Dukes Lee. All women are welcome to attend! "It's All Under Control is a
book for every woman who is hanging on tight and
trying to get each day right--yet finding that life often
feels out of control and chaotic." Please contact Gail
Devery at 763-438-0728 for more information.

Sharon Loquai’s
Open House
Friday, December 14

10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
2337 Clover Lane
Red Wing, MN

November Mission of the Month
Bonhoeffer Society Remembers Mike Hayes
The Bonhoeffer Society of Red Wing invites you to a seminar in memory of Michael T. Hayes and the introduction of his book, Dietrich Bonhoeffer: Follower of the Living Jesus.
The seminar will be held on Saturday, January 12, 2019 at First Covenant Church, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00
p.m. with a soup lunch at noon
The speakers will be Dr. Lori Brandt Hale, Ph.D., Associated Professor of Religion, Augsburg University and Dr.
John Matthews, pastor of Grace Lutheran Church of Apple Valley, MN and Past-President of the International
Bonhoeffer Society, English Language Section.
Lori Brandt Hale and John Matthews will present in the morning followed by lunch at a time for discussion
and questions the following hour.
There is no cost for the seminar, but a free will offering will be taken for the lunch.

Lake Beauty Bible Camp
Save your grocery receipts from Family Fare (formally Econo Foods)! We are able to earn money
for our campers’ registration fees just by turning in your receipts from Family Fare. Please place
them in the Camper Cash container in the donation closet or in mailbox labeled Family Fare. It’s
fast, it’s easy and it’s free! Ask your neighbors, your friends, and your grandparents to save receipts too!
You can Christmas shop and support our Lake Beauty Campers! To do so setup and use AmazonSmile for all
your online shopping through Amazon’s website; the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate .05% of the purchase price from customers’ eligible AmazonSmile purchase to our fund. To confirm an item is eligible for donations, look for the “Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” notice located near the “add to cart” button. 100%
of the funds goes straight in the Lake Beauty Camper Fund. This year so far we have received $25.57 in support. To set up your AmazonSmile login on either on your computer or Smartphone device, see the instructions printed out on the Welcome Table or kiosk. Christmas shop and support our Lake Beauty kids!

Notes of Thanks
Dear First Covenant Church Family,
We would like to thank you all for your prayers and support during Jim's recent hospital stay. Our family felt
loved and comforted through prayers, cards, well wishes, meals, and visits. Jim is healing well and as we
head toward another surgery in the new year, we would love to have your continued prayers!
In Christs love,
The Larson Family
Dear FCC Friends,
Thank you so much for letting us use your space for our Thanksgiving dinner! It means so much to all of us
here at Red Wing Youth Outreach for your support! Knowing we have people like you in our community is
what makes Red Wing Youth Outreach thrive!
Thank you again,
All of us at Youth Outreach

Remembering Our Birthday Friends with Prayer
2nd

Dan Struss

17th

Pat Klenke

3rd

Chloe Struss

20th

Sue Milbright, Adino Quiboloy,

4th

James Beaulieu

8th

Tim Anderson

21st

Patti Fredrickson

9th

Corrie Westphall , Alex Coffey

23rd

Haley Schmidt

10th

Jodie Alpers

25th

Brad Johnson

11th

Don Van Loon

26th

Vicki Kintop

14th

Amber Gabrielson

28th

Isaac Overlander

15th

Rebecca Beaulieu

31st

Patricia Young

16th

Jason Mandelkow

Dan Bernstrom

Prayer is a vital part of the life of our church. In order to help us focus on praying for one another,
please use our list of birthday friends in each month’s Messenger to pray for them and their families.
There will be enough names to pray for someone throughout the month. Let’s make praying for one
another a means of encouragement to us all!
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