
Rebuilding Our “Walls” 
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August 2021 
  Rebuilding… that’s a word that I have found myself saying a lot lately. After this 
last season navigating all the challenges and changes our church faced, we find 
ourselves in an important season of rebuilding areas that will help us better pro-
claim the gospel and draw the Church into deeper relationships with Christ and 
one another.  

  In the Old Testament is a story of rebuilding that was very important to the 
people of Israel. You might recall the story of Israel being conquered, their city 
torn apart into ruins, and the people hauled off into exile. Fast forward 70 years 
later, God laid on the heart of Nehemiah to rebuild the walls of their sacred city, 
Jerusalem. With the blessing of the Persian King, Nehemiah was sent with re-
sources to complete this project. But this didn’t come with it’s challenges. The 
most difficult being other locals in the region opposed this project and welfare of 
the Israelites, so they verbally and physically tried to hinder their progress. This 
led Nehemiah and his team to constantly defend their backs while they finished 
rebuilding. With God’s help, they were able to complete their goal in a remarka-
ble 52 days! 

  Over the last few months, our leadership has been working to rebuild our own 
“walls”. They have been investing resources and creativity into our corporate 
worship gatherings, developing strategies for helping people get connected to a 
group (such as bible studies, life groups), creating a plan for kids and youth min-
istries, and raising up new leaders to serve on different teams to help make the 
mission of First Covenant move forward. We even have partnered with organiza-
tions like Young Life and brought Hunter Melton on staff (through Red Wing 
Young Life) to help create a new outreach ministry to the youth in our city! I be-
lieve that God has some amazing things in store for our future!  

  But, just like Nehemiah, our efforts won't come without its challenges. Howev-
er, I believe all of our challenges can be easily overcome through prayer and 
dedication from God’s people. We invite you to be praying for our church as we 
prepare to enter into a new school year and rebuild our ministries. Pray for a re-
vival to start in our community and God’s kingdom would grow! And lastly, you’ll 
start to hear a few phrases that are invitations to join us in rebuilding our church 
ministries by doing four things:  

• Show Up - Your presence matters! Come be a part of what God is doing in 
our midst!  

• Group Up - Your friendship matters! Join a group for regular connection and 
deeper study of God’s word! 

• Team up - Your giftedness matters! Find a place to use your spiritual gifts and 
abilities to serve through the ministries of our Church! 

• Give up - Your support matters! Sacrificially give of your time and resources 

       in our efforts to grow the Kingdom of God! 

  Ironically, as you are reading this, many of our fall plans will be launching in a 
little over 52 days. There's plenty of time for God to equip and prepare us for the 
calling He has placed on our hearts. But we can’t do this without you! Church, 
it’s time to rebuild!           Pastor Mike



Serving and Helping 
Back in June in the Covenant Home Altar there was a devotional reading about these two words. It was only 
six sentences long, but it started me thinking and studying The word serve is found over 300 time in the Bi-
ble and the word servant over 500 times. As I studied these words a couple of things began to stand out. Je-
sus says in Matthew 20:28 and Mark 10:45 that he “came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life.” 
Jesus never says he came to help. 

What is this telling us? Paul tells us in Philippians chapter 2 that Jesus set aside the power and position he 
had with the Father and the Holy Spirit when he came as a man. What I began to understand as I studied is 
that serving, being a servant means my will is set aside and I do what is my master’s will. I do what the mas-
ter wants not what I want or what pleases me. I am accomplishing what the master wants done not what I 
want to see done. Jesus reminds us that we can’t serve two masters. We can’t serve our own wishes and 
God’s.  

Helping on the other hand means assisting someone who us unable to accomplish something on their own.  I 
need help lifting something because my strength is insufficient. God doesn’t need our help because he is 
weak or is unable to do something, but God invites us to serve him, to set aside our will, wants, wishes to 
participate in accomplishing his will. I know this just scratches the surface in thinking about the difference 
between serving and helping. But as we prepare to start up our fall schedule of ministries, I would encour-
age you to think about where God wants you to serve. To set aside your desires and wishes for His and 
where you can help others in ministry because they alone do not have the resources to do things alone. 

Enjoy August as we bring our summer to an end and prepare for our fall season. 

Roger Johnson 

Church chairman 

Volunteer and Service  
I would like to thank all the volunteers who have helped us in the last couple months.   Your work has not 
gone unnoticed.  Recently I was reading an article about the 5 benefits of volunteering.   

1. Improves your health 
2. Prolongs your life 
3. Changes your perspective 
4. Increases your happiness 
5. Enriches your friendships 

These perks still pale in comparison to the spiritual blessings of giving our time, talent, and treasure to the 
Lord’s work.  I’m looking for someone to contact me and say “Hey, how can I help?” or “I would like to . . . “.  
Please take this challenge and contact me at denisedoden@gmail.com or call me at 651-380-4381.   

Thanks!  
Denise Doden 

GriefShare 
GriefShare, a nondenominational grief support group, will be meeting in person at First Covenant Church, 
Red Wing, beginning on Monday, September 13th from 7-8:30 p.m.  If you would like more information 
please call Suzy at 507-398-3729, Susan at 651-388-4109 or http://www.griefshare.org  

Registration is appreciated but not necessary.   

mailto:denisedoden@gmail.com
http://www.griefshare.org


Congregational Care 
Time, time, time!!  I started out last month's newsletter by saying I don't know where June went!  I know 
where July went - AWAY, and quickly!! 

Our family has had a history of giving the gift of time to each other.  We have given the gift of time to help 
each other paint, reupholster furniture, make meals, baby sit, cat sit, dog sit, clean, do laundry, transport, 
talk and play together.  We enjoy each other. 

Our church family does exactly the same thing for the church building but most importantly for each  

other.  We paint clean, transport, phone, visit and take meals when needed, baby sit.  We care for each  

other.  We enjoy each other. It is the gift of time to serve each other. 

In the gospel of John chapter 14 we have the story of Jesus, on his last night with the disciples, got up from 
the table (the last supper table) took off his coat, tied a towel around himself and washed the feet of his 
friends, whom he loved and cared about.  Emmanuel, God with us, took the time to be a servant to his 
friends.  Can we do anything less?    

Char Hayes    

2021 Year to Date Giving Comparison Graph 
OFFERING UPDATE: 
2021 Budget:  ($9,417/week needed) 
30 weeks 2021 - $246,876 (-12.6% under budget) 
30 weeks 2020 - $262,428 
30 weeks 2019 - $257,903 
July Comparison: 
4 weeks 2021 - $35,219 
4 weeks 2020 - $31,296 
4 weeks 2019 - $31,464 
NOTE:  2021 offerings to date include several large annual donations 



LBBC Fall Women’s Retreat 
September 17—19, 2021 | Fall Women’s Retreat  

Theme: Grace  

Ephesians 2:8-9 “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift 

of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” 

Guest Speaker 

Michele Arndt | Church  Planter/Pastor from The Crossing Covenant Church, Hudson WI 

Michell has been married to Jason for 23 years, and we have two children, Jake and Mallory. I 
enjoy cross country skiing, running, reading and all things music, whether listening or playing. 
 

Participation: Women's Retreat is open to adult & teen women (9th grade & up). We are unable to accom-

modate infants & young children.  

Deposit: $50 non-refundable deposit per person is required to register (online or by phone). Balance due at 
check-in. Pricing and registration available at lbbc.com/women-s retreat .  

Early Registration Savings End August 31st. Visit their website: www.lbbc.com. Or call: 320.732.3218 

NWC Women Ministries | Letter from Hannah Baker 
Hannah Baker (& Jared) is a missionary living in Tunesia who has family roots here in the 
Northwest Conference. Churches in the Lake Pepin District and Lake of the Woods District 
have been assigned to pray for them and encourage them as they reach out to the Muslim 
world. 

This letter from Hannah is a thank you for support money received from Women Ministries 
of the Northwest Conference. Our church donated to this effort. 

Thank you for the latest news regarding SIMs and Women Ministries of the NW Conference. I am grateful to 
the women of the NW Conference for continuing to make funds available that support and bless women 
around the globe. 

I have served in Tunisia since January 2020 as part of Serve Globally's MENA (Middle East/North Africa) team. 
Some of my work is focused locally in partnership with an NGO (non-governmental organization) that works 
for transformational development throughout the country. With this NGO, I manage a project that provides 
professional opportunities for young adults with disabilities or special needs. 

Regionally, I work with the SG MENA team to build partnerships around the Middle East and North Africa, as 
well as to resource North American Covenant churches to build knowledge about and engagement with the 
MENA region. One way that SG MENA does this is through our annual MENA Monday fundraiser in October, 
in which we highlight a partner in the region and encourage support of this partner in the ECC. 

In 2020, the SIM funds were given in support of MENA Monday's 2020 partner in Yemen. The people of Yem-
en are currently living through the world's worst humanitarian crisis due to war and food insecurity, among 
other reasons. When Covid-19 hit, Yemenis faced even greater food insecurity, so SG MENA partnered with a 
trusted local Yemeni organization to provide emergency food relief and hygiene packages. $37,000 was raised 
through MENA Monday, which provided approx. 158 packages, feeding a family of 7 for 1 month. 

On behalf of the whole SG MENA team, thank you Women Ministries of the NW Conference for supporting 
this work!                  Grace and peace, 

Hannah  

http://lbbc.com/women-s
http://www.lbbc.com
https://actdev.org/


Church Picnic | Sunday, August 22 

Library Corner 
It seems impossible that August 1st is here already. I am sure we have plenty of hot weather yet to come. 
Why not check the church library for a good book for yourself and find that comfortable cool place to read. 
Do not forget the children’s books below the glass display case right outside the library also. Jan and I are in 
the process of ordering some new books for fall.  If you have any favorite Christian authors that we do not 
have on our shelves, please feel free to let us know. We are also always looking for good non-fiction books 
also to add. Anytime the church is open feel free to come into the library and browse.                    

Diane Goudy 

Join us for our annual Church Picnic on Sunday, August 22. Loads of fun, water games, fellowship and potluck meal.  
Also, get ready for the sweetest Pie Contest. Submit your homemade pies into the Pie Contest and earn a chance to 
win 1 of 3 Hannish Bakery Gift Cards. Sign up after church or the day of the picnic. All entries will be enjoyed by the 
congregation after the judges pick a winner. Questions contact Anna Bechtold.  

Welcome Young Life Coordinator, Hunter Melton 
We thrilled to announce that we have officially hired, through Young Life, Hunter Melton to 
be our Young Life Coordinator! Hunter is originally from Alexandria, Minnesota. It was there 
that he grew in knowledge of the Lord and was blessed to have been mentored by many 
wonderful, caring adults. He has a bachelor’s degree in ministry leadership from Moody  
Bible Institute. His passion for working with youth stems from the incredible life change that 
he has seen, both in his life, as well as in the lives of the students he has walked alongside 

of. He and his wife, Eleanor, are excited to serve the students and families in our community.  



Mission Awareness of the Month 
At this time, Red Wing does not have a permanent 
homeless shelter.  Seeing this need, in 2019 Pastor 
Marc spear-headed a rotating homeless shelter pro-
gram entitled Hope and Harbor, which allowed for 
several local churches, including First Covenant, to provide dinner, overnight shelter, and breakfast to home-
less guests for one-week intervals from December through February.  Liz Magill, a Rehabilitative Mental 
Health Specialist, became the Director of this program, and it was successful in providing shelter to 8 individ-
uals.  In 2020, due to COVID-19, churches could not provide an overnight shelter, so Hope and Harbor was 
able to obtain funding and a house available from November through March to provide the shelter needed. 
This year, Hope and Harbor is again looking to local churches to provide the homeless shelter.  It is hoped 
that the program would run on a rotating basis from November through March, and Ms. Magill is looking for 
10 host churches to offer shelter for two-week increments.  These host churches would provide volunteers 
who would register guests and provide the dinner meal.  Hope and Harbor would then provide both paid 
overnight staff and the breakfast to be served the following morning.  At this time, Ms. Magill is writing 
grants and seeking funding to facilitate this plan.   
 

In John 15:12, Jesus says, "This is my commandment: love each other just as I have loved you,” Jesus loves us 

In an extraordinary, incredible way.  It's up to us to take the love we have received from Him, and find ways 

to bring that love and goodwill into our community.  It is the mission of Hope and Harbor to provide shelter 

for the homeless among us when it is most needed.  Please pray for Hope and Harbor, that 1) it will receive 

the funding to carry out its mission this year, and 2) that host churches would offer their facility to provide 

the shelter needed. 

Silly Summer Jokes 

 





 1st Ardie Sheplee, Marlene Kline, 

 Teagan Walter 

2nd  Andrea Hanson  

3rd Suzie Kline, Ashleigh Overlander 

5th Ruth Allen, Dawn Pfeifer, Cate Zenzen 

6th Charlotte Hayes, Ron Sherman 

7th John Lu 

8th Lee Sander, Dick Treptow 

9th Madison McCann 

13th    Isaac Quiboloy 

17th Krista Larson 

18th Nancy Shoemake Nelson 

21st Joyce Quade 

22nd  Clarence Jordahl, Leo Walter 

25th Maggie Shirk 

27th Nancy Wulff 

28th Kendra Carlisle 

29th Marv Eppard 

31st  Helen Fryer 

 

Prayer is a vital part of the life of our church.  In order to help us focus on praying for one another, please use 
our list of birthday friends in each month’s Messenger to pray for them and their families. There will be 

enough names to pray for someone throughout the month.  Let’s make praying for one another a means of 
encouragement to us all! 

 

Remembering Our Birthday Friends with Prayer 

First Covenant Church 

2302 Twin Bluff Road 

Red Wing, MN 55066 

651-388-2385 

www.redwingfirstcov.org 


