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August 2018 

 

“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end.” 

Lamentations 3:22 
 

In February I had a big birthday that ended with a zero.  It started with a six.  
As birthday’s go I don’t get too whipped up but for some reason this one was 
more reflective. Sixty years ago the world was a twitch away from total nucle-
ar destruction. White bread was a health food. A guy named “Ike” was presi-
dent and a World War II hero.  Women rarely worked outside the home un-
less they were nurses or teachers. Martin Luther King and Billy Graham were 
relatively unknown preachers.  It was against the law for blacks and whites to 
marry in Virginia, and for gay couples to marry anywhere. UPS never came to 
your house. A long-distance phone call was a big deal and you had to accept 
the charges! 
 

Air conditioning was rare, bottled water hadn’t been invented yet, there were 
no billionaires and three channels of TV. A disease called polio killed thou-
sands (mostly kids) and could certainly maim you and put you in a monstrous 
device called an iron lung. Congress wasn’t a version of pro wrestling. Milk 
came in only one formulation (whole) and craft beer was something your 
weird uncle brewed behind the barn… 
 

And people complained about how fast things were changing back then too.  
What would my grandparents say about our world today?  Twitter, Facebook, 
podcasts, 24x7 breaking news, cell phones, aps, GMAIL, and some lady, who 
is not my wife, in the car telling me to “stay left at the fork, stay left at the 
fork”.  So a friend of mine exclaimed, “What will the next 60 years bring - God 
only knows.”  And then we both laughed, of course God only knows! 
 

What is no laughing matter is we all need an anchor in our life, something 
that doesn’t change, something that we can count when we can’t count on 
anything, or anyone else.  When earthly life deals us a bad hand or tricks us 
with the next “can miss” deal we need a rock and a refuge, not reality TV.   
 

In short we need to turn to the timeless wisdom and comfort of our Bible.  
We need the great God of Abraham, Moses and David. (“When I am afraid, I 
put my trust in you.” Psalms 56:3) We need the truth and the promise of our 
savior Jesus. (“I am the way, and the truth and the life.” John 14:6).  As Chris-
tians we know there is ageless security and hope in these passages.  Let’s go 
to them often. And as good evangelicals let’s guide our non-believing friends 
to them as well.   
 
 
 

In God’s blessed assurance of the next 60 years, 
Cory Doden 
FCC Council Chair 

  





Awana  - Help Wanted 
We have several leaders (at least 3) from this past year that have moved away. As always we need many lis-
teners, but we would like to have more Co-Leaders to provide more flexibility to all of our Leaders.  Please 
consider stepping up in one of these roles to serve the Lord!  We will provide training and you will be work-
ing alongside another person. 

• T&T (3rd-5th grade)   Co- Leader 

• Commander Co-Leader 

• Wednesday Suppers- Cooks, Servers, and Gym Cleaners 

• Co Leader-Weekly Council time message to 2 groups. 

• Awana Listeners - See below   
 

We need Caring Christian Adults and/or High School students to share Wednesday nights with children by 
listening to them say bible scripture, play games, and mentor. 
Qualifications include: 1.) To know Christ as your personal Savior.   2.)  Ability to listen to children.  3.) Ability 
to initial and sign each section of the handbook they pass. 
 

We have 3 groups- Preschool (Cubbies), Kind- 2nd grade (Sparks), and 3rd- 5th grade (T&T).  We usually have 
each listener stay with one group each night.  This year we may have some designated "Dual Listeners" for 
both Sparks and T&T.  Our training dates are listed under Awana Upcoming Dates to Remember.  We will 
have a strongly recommended local training at First Covenant for new and old leaders. 
 

We realize that you may not be able to attend all Wednesday nights throughout the year, but we hope that 
you could attend most of them, to be consistent with the same group of 2-4 kids.  You have the opportunity 
to spend 30 minutes, 1 hour, or 1 1/2 hours each evening.  If you can commit to 1 hour a week, that would 
total 23 hours of children's ministry for the whole year.   
 

Another idea is to share the year with a friend to be a listener.  If you can split the year with someone, that 
would only be around 11 hours! 
 

We pray that you will consider this opportunity to be a witness to a child! 
 

We thank God for these kids, our many Awana workers, and for His love that we can share with others in his 
name, Christ Jesus. Please talk to Jim with any questions or email jblarson1@charter.net 
 

Proverbs 22:6 
"Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it."  

September 19th - Wednesday - 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. First Covenant Leader/Listener 
meeting in the Sanctuary.   We will also break out into each group of T&T, Sparks and 
Cubbie Leaders/Listeners.  All new and experienced leaders are encouraged to attend 
this meeting. 

September 26th - Wednesday - 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Awana Early Registration/Carnival Night—We will have 
games for all the kids, while the parents register their kids.  The kids will be able to see where their rooms will 
be and have some fun at the carnival!  If you are able to help on this night, let us know. 

October 3rd - Wednesday - 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. - First Night of Awana at First Covenant. 

Awana - Upcoming Dates to Remember 



Lake Beauty Bible Camp 

Building and Grounds 

THANK YOU First Covenant!! 

From the Lake Beauty campers and their parents, we are so 
thankful for you supporting them with prayers, cards, letters 
and financial gifts.  You helped provide 41 campers with the 
opportunity to connect with Christ, and enjoy a fun filled 
week.  THANK YOU for making the Lake Beauty experience a 
reality for these kids! 

Labor Day Family Camp  -  August 31 - September 3, 2018 

It's not to late to sign up for Labor Day Family Camp! Family Camp weekends are full of friends, family, won-
derful guest speakers, a great trained staff to serve you and your children, and an incredible variety of fun 
activities for all ages.  Family Camp at Lake Beauty has become a tradition for hundreds of people each year, 
many with 2 or 3 generations sharing the time together in the campground, cabin or retreat center.  From 
inspiring Chapel worship to cozy evening campfires, here is a time and place to reconnect with the ones you 
love.  We hope to see you this summer at Family Camp!  To sign up, visit www.lbbc.com  

Since taking over the building and grounds position there has been a steep learning curve for me, but a num-
ber of things have been progressing.  In addition to the routine maintenance we have been working on a cou-
ple different large projects.   One of those is to replace the lighting in the entire building with energy efficient 
LED lighting.  We have a unique opportunity to save money if we can get the project completed before the 
rebate deadline of Sept 1st.  I have one lighting bid and expect another soon.  We have found the cause of 
the broken air conditioning in the Friendship Room and I am collecting bids to repair or replace it. There is a 
tentative date to wax the gym floor of Tuesday, August 28th.  We need 5-6 people and it should take 4-5 
hours.  We are still looking for volunteers to help.  Speaking of Volunteers, I just want to say “Thank You” to 
everyone who helps with mowing the lawn.  You guys just quietly go to your task and it always looks great! 

Tim Schmidt  
Building and Grounds Chairperson 

GriefShare 
GriefShare, a non-denominational grief support group, will begin a new session on Monday, September 10th 

from 7-8:30 p.m. at First Lutheran Church in Red Wing. This support group is facilitated by 
people who have lost loved ones of their own and would like to offer you information and 
support for your grief journey. Please call Suzy at 507-398-3729 or Susan at 651-388-4109 
for more information or check out  http://www.griefshare.org. 

Women Ministries - Dates to Remember 
September 21 -23, 2018 Fall Retreat, Lake Beauty    
    

March 29- 30, 2019 WMNWC Renewal Conference           July 18 -21, 2019 Triennial XVI, Marriott City Center 
                              Grace Covenant Church, Fargo, ND                  Minneapolis, MN 

http://www.lbbc.com
http://www.griefshare.org.


Vacation Bible School Recap 
Our 2018 VBS week kicked off with a record-breaking 90 youth joining us on Monday 
morning. This year’s theme was Shipwrecked and Saved by Jesus” and each day fo-
cused on a new daily message: When you’re lonely, when you worry, when you strug-
gle, when you do wrong, when you’re powerless…Jesus rescues.  VBS was once again 
led by Teens for Christ, who not only runs the morning program for youth, but also 
provides an evening program for teens, and participates in a few afternoon communi-
ty service projects. This year they assisted with light projects at the Care Clinic, cleaned 
our nursery, and volunteered for Habitat for Humanity. We are grateful for the amazing bible-based messag-
es they bring to our youth through lessons, crafts, outdoor games, bible quizzing, and lively sing-a-longs. 
Thank you to those who supported the VBS program financially or by donating their time, meals, food/
supplies, their homes, and even pools.  
 

With deepest gratitude, Lori Hart and Suzie Kline 

Your Financial Plan During Retirement 
It’s important to start saving for retirement as soon as possible. But once you get to retirement, how can you 
make your money last? Even in retirement, you’ll need a financial plan to manage your money and assets. 
Be sure that plan includes the following: 
A Withdrawal Strategy 
Determining how much to withdraw from your savings is a key component to managing your finances during 
retirement. There are several common strategies. For example, you could establish a fixed-amount to with-
draw every year by estimating the cost of your annual expenses. Or you can choose to withdraw a fixed-
percentage from your retirement fund.  
While it’s important to have a withdrawal strategy, don’t pick one just to have one. Take the time to deter-
mine the best strategy for you and re-evaluate it regularly, particularly if there are any major events or 
changes in your life. 
A Tax Strategy 
Taxes can be complicated, especially if you have various sources of income, hold a number of assets, own 
property, and give to charity. A tax strategy can help you organize your tax situation to ensure everything is 
accounted for and possibly reduce the taxes you owe, maximizing your net income so you can funnel more 
money into savings and other financial goals.  
An Estate Plan 
How your assets support family, friends, and charities during your lifetime is up to you; with an estate plan, 
the same can hold true after you pass. We believe everyone should have a will, and depending on your situa-
tion, a trust may be appropriate, too. Contact us to discuss which may be best for you and your family. 
A Charitable Giving Plan 
Make a plan for charitable giving. Decide how much you would like to donate and budget for that amount. 
Also consider different charitable giving options such as Charitable Gift Annuities, endowments, and Quali-
fied Charitable Distributions from your Traditional IRA. These options can increase the power of your gift and 
may even reduce your taxes. 
I Can Help 
From withdrawal strategies to charitable giving, contact your Financial Services Representative.  
 

Steve Allison, 218-297-7701, srallison@covenanttrust.com        

Covenant Trust 

mailto:srallison@covenanttrust.com


  Join Paul and Ruth Resel  
for a  

Prophetic Seminar in Israel 
March 16 - 28, 2020 

 
Seminars are conducted by Baptists for Israel Institute two to three times a year to give an intensive short-
term visit to the land of the Bible. Biblical sites from the past, present, and future are emphasized, along 
with the people who live in the land today. 
 

Imagine yourself sitting on the beautiful shores of the Sea of Galilee where you will stay during your time in 
the Galilee. Enjoy a boat ride on the Sea where Jesus walked. Walk the streets of old Jerusalem in the foot-
steps of the Lord Jesus, the apostles, and prophets. 
 

Your trip will help you gain a new sense of love and appreciation for the land and the people who have 
planted a garden in a hostile desert and made it blossom like a rose. You will also gain first-hand information 
and knowledge that will help you understand your Bible and Israel’s historic past, present reality, and pro-
phetic future. 
 

Classes and field trips are custom designed with you in mind. They will familiarize 
you with the geography and sites of the Biblical land, the customs and the culture 
of the people, and modern Israel in the light of current and the Prophetic Word. 
Classes and sites are explained by qualified teachers, some who have been in the 
land for over 26 years. Not only are they well acquainted with the land, but they are 
of like faith and understand which sites are important to you. 

 

The Israelis, our hosts on the kibbutz, have expressed the desire to meet and know 
American guests. As a result, each of our Seminar people are guests in an Israeli’s 
home for an evening. This way you receive first-hand knowledge of Israeli family 
life. Time is also spent with our students and staff, since the Prophetic Seminar is 
designed to acquaint you with the work of Baptists for Israel Institute, located on 
the beautiful shore of the Sea of Galilee.  
 

While plenty of time is given to those who wish to shop, our emphasis is on seeing the land and meeting the 
people. Before your departure to Israel, each Seminar participant or couple will receive a study manual 
about the land and the sites that we will visit. On arrival, a detailed schedule will be given to you along with 
a map and markers to track your route daily. 
 

This seminar is being offered exclusively to our Red Wing church families. Come to a no-obligation infor-
mation meeting on Thursday, August 30 at 7:30 p.m. The meeting will be held at First Covenant Church. 
Questions? Call Paul, 651-764-9957. 
 
Baptists for Israel Institute 
1604 Walker Lake Road, Suite 7 
Ontario, OH 44906 
Phone: 419-207-0727 
Email: baptists4israel@cs.com  
Web:www.baptists4israel.com 
 

Prophetic Seminar in Israel 

mailto:baptists4israel@cs.com


Mission of the Month - Operation Christmas Child 
The story of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:30-37) gives a clear pic-
ture of God’s desire for us to help those in desperate need wherev-
er we find them.  After describing how the Samaritan rescued a 
hurting man whom others had passed by, Jesus told his hearers, 
“Go and do likewise.”  For over 40 years, Samaritan’s Purse has 
done its utmost to follow Christ’s command by going to the aid of 
the world’s poor, sick, and suffering.  They are an effective means of 
reaching hurting people in countries around the world with food, 
medicine, and other assistance in the Name of Jesus Christ.  This, in 
turn, earns them a hearing for the Gospel, the Good News of eter-
nal life through Jesus Christ. 

We at First Covenant participate with Samaritan’s Purse through Operation Christmas Child.  Each year, 
AWANA children have enjoyed filling shoeboxes, allowing them the privilege of ministering to others.  Thus 
year, we would like to extend that blessing to every one of our church families.  On August 20th, shoeboxes 
will be available for every family to take home.  Inside the box will be information about items that can be 
packed, and when the boxes will be collected.  Also, during the church service, an offering will be taken for 
Operation Christmas Child. 

We are grateful to all those in the past who have contributed items and monetary gifts for the shoeboxes, 

and are thankful for our church’s ongoing support of this ministry. 

Do you want to get involved in ministry opportunities but don’t know where to start? Are you interested in be-
ing the hands and feet of Jesus and are not sure how to connect with current efforts? Are you interested in 
sharing your God-given gifts and talents with others looking for help? If so, please join us for the… 

Fall 2018 Ministry Opportunity Fair! 

When: Sunday, September 9th 

Where: Family Life Center, First Covenant Church 

Time: 9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

Why: The purpose of this event is to help increase awareness within our local body of ministry and volunteer 
opportunities available and to connect interested believers with those opportunities. There will be represent-
atives and information promoting the ministries of First Covenant Church and the Red Wing community. 

Questions: Contact Tom Zenzen 

“For in Christ Jesus…the only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.” [Galatians 5:6] 

Ministry Opportunity Fair 

Discovery Hour starts September 16th 
"Good News, Discovery hour will be back in September!  This year's theme is 'The Intersection'. Stay tuned 
for more information." 
Roger Johnson 
Christian Formation Chairperson 



Baptism Sunday - August 26 
Join us for a very special day as we celebrate new life in Christ through the sacrament of baptism! This will be 
during our 10:30 a.m. service. Immediately following the service is our annual Church Potluck. Everyone is 
asked to bring an item to share. There will be plenty of food, activities, and fellowship! This is a Sunday you 
don’t want to miss! If you are interested in being baptized or would like to know more about it, talk with  
Pastor Marc. 

Library Corner 
This month we are highlighting the book by a Rabbi, Jonathan Bernis, "A Rabbi Looks at Jesus of Nazareth". 
What happens when a Jewish man takes a serious look at the life and works of the Man who claimed to be 
the Messiah? This Rabbi was raised in traditional Jewish family, international television host Jonathan Bernis 
was taught from a young age that "Jews don't and can't! - believe in Jesus."  Yet in his study of the Scriptures, 
including then Torah, he found overwhelming evidence that Jesus of Nazareth really is then Jewish Messiah. 
With warmth and transparency, Bernis shares his journey discovering Jesus, how it changed his life and how 
he answers questions such as - What do the prophets say about Jesus? And other pertinent questions. All of 
history hangs on the answer to one question: Who is Jesus of Nazareth? Rabbi Bernis and his wife live in 
Phoenix with their two children. First Covenant people, you are all welcome to stop and check out a book!!! 





 1st Ardie Sheplee, Marlene Kline, 

 Teagan Walter 

2nd  Andrea Hanson, Laura Drewel  

3rd Suzie Kline, Ashleigh Overlander 

5th Diane Bowen, Ruth Allen 

6th Charlotte Hayes, Ron Sherman 

7th John Lu 

8th Lee Sander, Dick Treptow 

12th    Detlef Bordthauser 

13th    Isaac Quiboloy 

17th Krista Larson 

18th Nancy Shoemake Nelson, Jerry Thomforde 

21st Joyce Quade, Teresa Whitson 

22nd  Clarence Jordahl, Leo Walter 

24th Jerry Nelson 

25th Maggie Shirk 

27th Dale Dugstad, Nancy Wulff 

28th Kendra Carlisle 

29th Marv Eppard 

31st  Helen Fryer 

Prayer is a vital part of the life of our church.  In order to help us focus on praying for one another, please use 
our list of birthday friends in each month’s Messenger to pray for them and their families. There will be 

enough names to pray for someone throughout the month.  Let’s make praying for one another a means of 
encouragement to us all! 

 

Remembering Our Birthday Friends with Prayer 

First Covenant Church 

2302 Twin Bluff Road 

Red Wing, MN 55066 

651-388-2385 

www.redwingfirstcov.org 

Sunday morning worship  

Sundays August 5 - September 2, 2018 

10:30 a.m. (only) 


