
Reaching Students Through Young Life 

This past year our church helped launch an outreach ministry called Young Life here in Red Wing. Young Life is 
a gathering for high students (grades 7 through 12) led by our Coordinator, Hunter Melton. They call their 
gathering "Club" and it is best known to be a party with a purpose! Students can expect to experience great 
music, funny skits, engaging games, and good friendships. Before the party ends, they share a short, simple 
message about God’s love for them; which is the whole point of gathering in the first place.  

At the end of March, Young Life held their first Banquet where they shared stories of all God has done and 
continues to do through this ministry initiative. Here are some of those stories Hunter wanted me to share 
with you! 

Being new to the area, I set out to learn all that I could about the culture of this community and the things 
that students were dealing with. I have had many conversations with a wide variety of people, and I have been 
heartbroken by some of the things that I heard. Students are stressed out and anxious and doing anything 
they can to cope with it. In other ways, I have been encouraged by the things that God has been doing. There 
are many people here who have good hearts and are actively proclaiming the Kingdom of God. People that 
love students and want to come alongside them. As I have learned more about the long history of Young Life 
here in Red Wing, I have been both encouraged and humbled. I am confident that God has a plan to answer 
the many prayers that have been prayed over Red Wing. 

The heart and soul of Young Life are relationships. Every-
thing we do stems from a desire to get to know kids and to 
share the good news about Jesus Christ. That is why we go 
to places where students are so that we can get to know 
them on their own turf. We hear their stories and show 
them love. We earn the right to be heard. We connect with 
students every week at Club where we spend time having 
fun together and proclaiming the Gospel. We spend time 
with them at coffee shops and sports games. And it is 
through these moments, that we show the incarnational 
love of Jesus Christ.  

This is starting to change lives. Students are asking the right questions and seeking answers to the problems 
they have. The other night before Club I was spending time in prayer. I was praying that God would speak to 
the students through the Club Talk and that their lives would be transformed. I was speaking that night on 
burdens and about how we pick up baggage as life goes on. From birth, we are laden with a burden that we 
can not bear. And to that Jesus says to us, “Come to me you who are weary, and you will find rest for your 
souls.” God honored that prayer and showed me the ways that He was already moving in their lives.  
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My friends at the high school are feeling the weight of their burden. I have had so many conversations with 
students about how much anxiety and depression have changed their life. How they use drugs to try and cope 
with the problems of the day. How they are treated at home and at school. Kids are getting jumped in the 
halls and the fights are posted on Instagram for all to see. To them, Jesus says, “Come to me you who are 
weary, and you will find rest for your souls.” And that message is resonating. 

I have a student whose past couple of weeks have been challenging for him and his future is now full of uncer-
tainty. So we got coffee and talked about what is next. I got to share the truth of Jesus Christ and of a love so 
great that it changes everything. I got to talk more about the light burden that Jesus offers. 

I had another student who was inspired to take all the social media off of his phone because he was motivat-
ed to do something different. He recognized that these things were adding to his pile of burdens. Rather than 
following the guidance of his peers, he chose to pursue a better way of life. 

One of my students called up another volunteer and said, “Hey, I have been hearing you all talk about Jesus 
for a while and I have some questions that I want answers for.” She got to sit down with a leader who cares 
deeply for her and had a wonderful conversation.  

This is the work that we have been called to do. We are propelled forward by prayer so that we can proclaim 
God’s blessing to the nations. To teach about life in Christ. To form holistic disciples. To meet students' needs 
right where they are at. We are here, on the frontlines of a spiritual battle that is taking place in the hearts 
and minds of our community. We are here in the midst of pain and brokenness with a message of healing and 
reconciliation. And we are not doing this alone. It is through your prayers and support that we are able to do 
this work that God has set before us! Thank you First Covenant for investing in the life and faith of the next 
generation here in Red Wing.  

Hunter Melton 
Red Wing Young Life Coordinator 

Words from our Church Chair 

Recently, a friend gave me a copy of Heavenly Man, the amazing story of Brother Yun, a Leader in the House 
Church movement in China who experienced incredible persecution along with abundant blessings in his 
ministry. This past Sunday (as I write this), we were called to prayer for the Ukrainian Church. In a recent visit 
with some friends formerly from Red Wing, they were interested in how things are going at First Covenant, 
even though they are many miles and years removed.  

It is so good to be reminded that we are part of something much bigger than our own personal experience 
with "church". It is so good to be reminded that we are invited by God to be part of something much bigger 
than the totality of our personal existence. 

In the Cover to Cover readings and videos we hear again and again how God desires, and takes action, to es-
tablish humans as co-workers in his Kingdom. And then, how again and again, we humans disobey and fail. 
And then despite our failures and falling short, he continues to invite, equip, rescue and redeem. 

Consider what you, and I, and all of us, are being invited to. We are invited to extend His Kingdom to the far 
reaches of this globe, as well as into the nooks and crannies of our lives. 

How do we do that? We listen, learn, love and obey. What does that look like in your life? 

Todd Mehrkens 
Church Chair 

 



Congregational Care 

The month of March is such a tease!  I am glad it is behind us.  The bulbs in the ground are popping up with 
the promise of life and color in our grey landscape and the air is feeling gentle on our skin.  What a blessing 
to anticipate - hope - for the spring and summer light and warmth.  Congregation Care has continued to 
check in on folks with calls and visits.  We have also been planning for a gathering on Saturday, May 7 for 
those of us who remember when a gallon of gasoline and a pound of chuck roast was 39 cents on sale!!!   

Join us for our Salad Potluck Luncheon here at First Covenant  on May 7 at 12 noon.   There will be good 
conversation, Door Prizes, and entertainment.  If you bring an unusual salad, bring the recipe to share.    
(My daughter taught me to take a picture of a recipe with my phone.  What a neat trick!) 

Blessings to you,   
Char Hayes, Congregational Care  

Student Ministries News  

Fusion: After School Gathering for Students 
Tuesdays | 4:00-5:30 pm | First Covenant Church 
 

Fusion has successfully pivoted in the support that we are providing for students in the community. 
We continue to be a place for students to come and connect with one another and with caring adults. 
The students in Red Wing have been experiencing complex issues at the High School, and Fusion has 
been there to help come alongside these students who are in need of support. As we look ahead, we 
are excited to consider what Fusion will look like next school year. On a side note, Fusion will be 
closed for two weeks following the birth of Baby Melton. Young Life will continue as planned.  

Young Life 
Mondays | 7:32-8:30 pm| First Covenant Church 
 

More and more kids are signing up for camp and beginning the process of fundraising. As seen on the cover 
page, we have been having tremendous success in reaching students in Red Wing. Young Life is here in the 
community, helping bridge the gap between students and churches. This work is both humbling and en-
thralling as we watch young students begin to grapple with the Bible and a relationship with Jesus. This 
month, we also held our first Annual Young Life Banquet and were met with tremendous success. Over 100 
people came together in the upstairs of Cornerstone Community Church to hear stories from these past few 
months (and from the old young life) and were presented with an opportunity to join Young Life in different 
ways. We look forward to what God has in store for Young Life and for Red Wing.  

Hunter Melton 

 

 
Library Corner 

Just want the church to know that we have a book club that meets monthly to discuss a book we have cho-
sen to read. Usually this is a book someone has read and recommends. 

We meet the first Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m. (unless there is bad weather, then we re-schedule). We 
meet at the church by the fireplace and an extra bonus you will meet new people and have a good time dis-
cussing the book we have just read. 

We invite you to join us if that is something you would enjoy.  If you are interested, you may call Rebecca 
Beaulieu. 651.301.1997. 



Lake Pepin District Women Spring Gathering 

First Covenant Church 

2302  Twin Bluff Road, Red Wing, MN 55066 

April 23, 2022   

Welcome Coffee - 10:00 am | Program - 10:30 am | Followed by a Salad Buffet 

RSVP - Mary Roskam 651.494.8439 | Church office 651.388.2385 | by April 18 
 

Devotion - Pastor Linda Norlien, Interim Pastor, New Richmond, WI 

Speakers - Jennie & Terry Silverberg  
They are sharing about the Evangelical Covenant Church Initiative FREE. Come learn about what is being 
done to fight against human trafficking and exploitation. There is lots to learn and many ways an individual 
can help fight this huge problem. All Covenant churches and all Covenanters are included in this initiative.  
 

Men are welcome to attend this event. 

Mark your calendar—Take advantage of having this district meeting right here in Red Wing.  

Bring a Salad dish to pass. 
 

Special Interest Missionaries, sometimes referred to as SIMs, are individuals who 
have a special tie to the Northwest Conference. 

Lake Pepin District and the Northwoods Districts are assigned to pray for and en-
courage the Bakers. Jared grew up in the Excelsior Covenant Church (his family 
still worships there) the Northwest Conference seeks to support 'one of our own' 
on the mission field. There is paper information about them posted on the bulle-
tin board in the church entryway.  

Follow the Baker's on Instagram @bakersroll 

Hannah and Jared Baker update from 3.11.22 
Tabarka is a coastal town in the NW of Tunisia, a popular destination site for Tunisians and Algerians on holi-
day. But, like many coastal towns, its proximity to the sea and an international border (Algeria) also make it a 
hub for trafficking and smuggling as people in vulnerable situations seek opportunity in Europe. Today a 
group of us visited Women of Tabarka, the only association that supports women who have experienced vio-
lence or exploitation in the entire city and wider district. There's a huge need for more support here, and this 
visit was the first step to see how our NGO could come alongside them in their work. Please pray for a clear 
direction! 

 
 Kids Clothing Swap 

Swap Don’t Shop! The Red Wing MOPS 

Jared & Hannah Baker 

Bring in children and maternity clothes and SWAP 
for some new to you items!  

No fee for shopping!  

Drop off and shop day at First Covenant gym. 

Drop off Friday, April 29th 

9-10 a.m. & 3-4 p.m.  

Shop day Saturday, April 30 

9am (for MOPS members) 

10am (for general public) 

11-12pm (for those who did not bring items to swap) 



April Mission of the Month 
Paul Carlson Partnership (PCP) 

 

In 1964, Dr. Paul Carlson, a medical missionary with the Evangeli-
cal Covenant Church, was martyred while serving in Congo.  
Shortly after, Paul Carlson Partnership was created in his honor 
to complete his work.  In the five decades since, Congo has expe-
rienced ongoing war and unrest.  Exploitation and conflict have 
sadly become a way of life.  Through it all, PCP has stayed the 
course with medical and pharmaceutical support, economic de-
velopment programs, and operational support of the local lead-
ership.  Their focus is working alongside medical directors and 
doctors who oversee the healthcare system in the northwest region of Congo. 

Our church has supported the ministry of PCP for some time.  Our giving has helped in building a medical 
clinic.  Also, Julie Malyon, along with her father (also a Dr. Paul!) has gone to the Congo through Pc's volun-
teer Medical Ambassadors program to teach new techniques/practices in maternal medicine to their Congo-
lese counterparts on their medical staff.  Julie will bring updates to the congregation in both services on Sun-
day, April 24th. 

 
First Choice Clinic 

Father Daughter Dance 

Cornerstone Community Church 

 420 W. 3rd Street, Red Wing, MN 55066 

April 23, 2022  | 3:00-5:00 p.m. 
 

First Choice Clinic is once again hosting their annual Father Daughter Dance. We invite Dads to bring your 

Daughters and join us, having a fun time celebrating the special girl she is to you. 

Cost is $25 for Dad and Daughter 

$10 for an additional Daughter 

Register  

https://firstchoiceclinic.org/events/ 
 

 





2nd Bruce Schulthess, Morley Struss 

4th Dennis Roskam  

6th Arlen Westin, Becky Larson,  

  Nathaniel Beaulieu 

9th Jacob Chapin 

11th   Maggie Keehn 

14th Marcia Jensen  

15th  Kris Johnson 

16th Ryan Allen 

17th Richard Paton, Perry Eisert, Shelly Struss 

18th Al Nelson, Angela Frechette,  

 Deanna Westin, Hunter Melton 

19th Al Wulff, Murt Aukema, Ella Brenner 

23rd    Heidi Chapin 

24th Charlotte Watzl, Elisabeth Gadient,  

 Danica Nelson 

26th Brian Malyon  

27th  Tyler Hanson 

30th Judy Wachholz, Rebecca Alpers 

Prayer is a vital part of the life of our church.  In order to help us focus on praying for one another, 

please use our list of birthday friends in each month’s Messenger to pray for them and their families. 

There will be enough names to pray for someone throughout the month.   

Let’s make praying for one another a means of encouragement to us all! 

First Covenant Church 
2302 Twin Bluff Road 
Red Wing, MN 55066 
651-388-2385 
www.redwingfirstcov.org 
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