
 As a congregation, we are at the beginning of a journey that I had not 
anticipated taking when we came to Red Wing two years ago – the journey to-
ward cultural competency.  Given that the Vitality Team in an external assess-
ment three years ago found that Red Wing is 90% white and likely to remain so 
for some time, one might wonder what is motivating this journey to understand 
other cultures especially those who are non-white.  Things like this only seem to 
make sense when God is involved.  And I am certain that God is involved! 

 In many ways, I feel like Abram standing in Haran (Gen. 12) when God 
says to him (v. 1), “Go from your country, your people and your father’s house 
to the land I will show you.”  Abram didn’t have the specific coordinates, but he 
knew the direction that God was sending him.  It seemed crazy leaving the only 
home he’d ever known at the age of 75 where he had been prosperous, where 
he was known, and where life was easy to predict.  But Genesis records his re-
sponse (v. 4): “So Abram went.” 

 About 18 months ago, the church Council – and eventually the rest of 
church – began praying about a specific mission that we could give ourselves to 
where our unique strengths could meet the acute needs of our community.  It 
seems that instead a specific mission to be active in, or specific coordinates to 
travel toward, God has invited us to first become missionaries in our own world.  
The first step on this journey involves learning the language, listening to the sto-
ries of locals (particularly those of other cultures), and learning about ourselves 
as people of the dominate culture. 

 There is a lot to be said and discussed and wrestled with as we face both 
our past and our future as co-laborers in God’s mission to the world.  But I want 
to focus here on how and why this journey is absolutely central to the gospel of 
Jesus.  The following thoughts are just the beginning of several reasons I have 
been motivated by – and why I know that God is involved – in this journey to-
ward cultural competency. 

Jesus:  Jesus’ ministry was cross-cultural to the core.  He crossed cultural lines 
ministering to a Samaritan woman, a Roman centurion, lepers, the diseased, a 
Syrophoenician woman, Roman officials, and to different sects within Judaism 
(Jn. 4, Mt. 8, Lk. 17, Lk. 8, Mk. 7, Jn. 5, Mt. 16). 

Mission:  Followers of Jesus have always been a sent people.  A quick read 
through the end of each of the gospels and the beginning of Acts provides Christ
-followers with their marching orders.  It is the same word spoken to Abram so 
many years before … “Go.”  

Paul and Peter:  Both of these men were missionaries to the Gentiles – those so 
completely unlike them and their tribe they were not even to eat with or touch 
them for fear of becoming unclean.  It took a blinding light and a roll off a don-
key to convince Paul and a dream of epic proportions to convince Peter.  But 
they obeyed (Acts 9 & 10). 

(cont. on  top of page 3) 
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The Body of Christ: We need all expressions of Christ’s body to truly reflect the image of God (Gen. 1:26-27). 
In 1 Corinthians 12, Paul writes that the parts of the body which have been thought to be less honorable 
should be treated with special honor … that there should be no division.  In so many ways this describes non-
white Christians who have been treated as less honorable for centuries. 

Reconciliation: “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:  The old has gone, the new is 
here! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconcilia-
tion” (2 Cor. 5:17-18).  After the fall (Gen. 3), four relationships were broken:  between God and humans, be-
tween humans and Creation, between people groups, and within one’s own self.  Cultural competency is a 
call to be reconcilers specifically between God and humans as well as between people groups which have 
experienced historic division.  We are called to reconnect that which was disconnected at the Fall. 

Witness: In Acts 1:8 Jesus calls his followers to be “witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the ends of 
the earth.” This means we cannot disengage from culture but must walk toward our culture to form it, shape 
it, and be influencers in it.  We are called to be “salt and light” (Mt. 5:13-14).  The world is watching.  And if 
there was ever a time for Christians to engage whole-heartedly in conversations about minority cultures it is 
now. 

Heaven:  This life is headed somewhere.  It is growing toward a resurrected people living under a resurrected 
Lord in a resurrected world.  Here is how Revelation describes the scene:  “…there before me was a great 
multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the 
throne and before the Lamb … And they cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on 
the throne, and to the Lamb” (Rev. 7:9-10). 

 I am so excited for our church to begin this journey … mostly because I am convinced that God is in it.  
This is his call and his commission for us.  The unlikeliness, the lack of specific coordinates, the nature of the 
call, and how it paints a small picture of the larger gospel shows me that it has God’s fingerprints all over it. 

Grace & Peace 

Marc  

Cultural Competency (cont.) 

New  Sermon Series (starting April 8th) 

Sex in Context.  Culture constantly blares a myriad of distorted messages about our physical bodies and 

about sex.  Movies, the internet, and magazine covers intensify these misrepresentations of what God teach-

es.  In the Church we don’t want to be guilty of suggesting the Bible has nothing to say about sex:  it does … a 

lot.  We want Church to be a healthy context in which to discuss this topic, we want to talk about where sex 

fits in the context of our lives, and we want to examine the appropriate context in which it is prac-

ticed.  While this will not be an exhaustive study we will discuss …  Our Physical Bodies, Marriage, Singleness, 

and Homosexuality.  There will be alternate programming during the second service for any kids who want to 

participate. 



Welcome Ministry... “when you visit a church, what do you look for?” 

My First Time Church Visitor Checklist 

1. A church website — can I find the church?  What does it tell me about the congregation?  I don’t use 
a phone book anymore.  If I can’t find the website, I try to call the church office to find out that information. 

2. “Guest Parking” stalls near the front entrance. 

3. Landscaping and physical appearance of the building. 

4. I observe and pay attention to accessibility issues (due to a friend being in a wheelchair, I notice these 
things). 

5. If it is a night service, is there adequate lighting in the parking lot and entrances? 

6. Greeters at the door — eye contact and near entrance, or are they just holding the door open in a  
boring job? 

7. Directional Signs — can I find what I want without feeling stupid asking for directions? 

8. Greeting at the sanctuary entrance, friendliness of ushers. 

9. Do ushers guide me to my seat or make me fend for myself? 

10. Interactions with members — do they engage me in conversation at any point? 

11. Pulpit Greeting – someone greeting visitors from the front. 

12. Quality issues from bulletin, sound, smells, lighting, and cleanliness. 

13. Quality and strength of sermon (as it’s still the central feature). 

14. I visit the coffee reception after the service to see who engages me in conversation. 

I do not take any initiative to greet, but wait to be greeted.  This is a matter of personal choice.  But I also 
suspect that many first time church visitors are not so easily outgoing that they will initiate conversations 
themselves. 

Let me ask you this? 

What do you look for when you visit a church for the first time? 

What do we need to do better at First Covenant? 

Building and Grounds 

Spring is here!  After a long and cold winter I am ready to get outside and 
clean up the yard.  Some of you may have the same feeling.  The Building 
and Grounds Team is planning an event to meet this need and an oppor-
tunity to connect with each other on 14 April 2018 beginning at 9:00 a.m. 
with alternative dates of 21 or 28 April 2018.  The opportunity is a FCC 
campus clean up event.  If you are able to attend please bring gloves, eye protection, rakes, pruning clippers, 
trimmers and other tools that may be useful in cleaning up the FCC campus.  One or two trailers will also be 
helpful to haul away any debris and branches that are collected. 
 
Please watch for any date changes. 
Thank you,  
Paul Resel 



Faith in Action presents “The Nutty Professor” 

Mission of the Month - Alaskan Ministries 

Annual Sheldon Fundraiser Event 

Featured Movie “The Nutty Professor” with Jerry Lewis 

Tuesday, April 24 at the T. B. Sheldon Theatre 

Hors D’Oeuvres/Refreshments beginning at 5:30 p.m. 

Program and Movie 6:45 - 9:00 p.m. 

For information call FIA at 651-327-2400   

or Jim Maybach 651-385-7917 

Jim will be selling tickets between services April 8 and 15 

tax deductible $10 donation Faith In Action is a 501(C)3 not-for-profit, 
public corporation 

 

ALASKA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE (ACC) : The Mission of ACC is to empower Alaska Natives through Biblically-
based education and Christian formation to pursue excellence in character, 

learning, and service as followers of Christ.  Students are encouraged to develop a Biblical worldview and a 
passion to know and experience their faith in an everyday context. 

ACC is a non-profit organization funded primarily by gifts from individuals, churches, corporations, and foun-
dations.  Donations support faculty and staff, programming, operations cost, and student scholarships.  
Through the generosity of supporters, ACC is able to provide quality educational training with a small staff-to-
student ratio, including care with one-to-one mentoring, and a safe, supportive environment in which stu-
dents can grow in their faith. 

In July, a team made up of people from a covenant church in Duluth and ours will be going to work on a build-
ing project on the campus. 

ARCTIC BARNABAS:  Arctic Barnabas, like Barnabas, the friend of Paul, offers encouragement and support to 
pastors and missionary families. They do this by providing:   

1. Missionary Aviation:  Air travel is the most feasible and sometimes the only means of reaching pastors 
and missionaries in the remote parts of the arctic. 

Pastoral Care: Longevity of physically and spiritually healthy pastors and missionary families is paramount to 
be an effective minister of the gospel.  Christian workers need care and support in order to be healthy, thriv-
ing leaders leading healthy, thriving3 ministries. 

Why are these ministries so important?  Suicide, divorce, and sexual abuse rates in Alaska lead the nation in 
severity.  Youths are often not churched or offered parental guidance and hope at home.  People in remote 
areas can often feel intolerably alone.  Only the powerful message of Christ’s love and forgiveness can change 
lives.  Our church supports these ministries and we encourage prayer for the continuing of the Lord’s work 
through them to the people of Alaska. 

 



Ladies Don’t Read This - For Men Only! 
As many of you know I have strong feelings about the state of manhood, or lack thereof, in our society.  It 
seems popular culture, at best, promotes boyish behaviors like gulping beer, hot dog eating contests, or 
belching the alphabet backwards (my college roommate).  At worst it turns out disturbed mass killers like 
Dylan Roof and boorish pigs like Harvey Weinstein.  Actually to call the ilk of Weinstein a pig is an insult to 
the inhabitants of the swine barn at the county fair! But enough of the negative rant for there is hope. 

Conversely the guys in ManCamp are studying the “33 Series of Authentic Manhood” which is based on the 
life of the perfect man – Jesus Christ.  We learned the four traits of real men based the life, and death, or our 
savior.  Authentic men: 

Reject Passivity – too many men today take the cue from Adam in the garden as he passively watched 
Eve eat the apple.  It’s unfortunate that men are often decisive in unimportant matters – the “big 
game”, plans for the weekend, poker night with the boys or a multitude of addictions. However, 
when it comes to important issues like values, standing by your wife, being present for the kids or 
standing firm on social issues many a man-child is waiving the white flag and running with the crowd. 

Accept Responsibility – Jesus modeled this perfectly as he had a: 
 “Will to obey” as seen in this verse: “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me 

and to finish his work.” John 4:34.   
“Work to do” as in John 17:4 “I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave 

me to do.” 
“Woman to love” as in “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave him-

self up for her” Ephesians 5:25 
Lead Courageously –  while I do seem to pick on the male gender there are many good accounts of com-

mon men stepping up in adversity and natural disasters to save lives while risking their own.  This 
would again compare to Jesus in John 10:11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down 
his life for the sheep.” 

Invest Eternally – notice it does not say invest internally.  Again the common man is encouraged to “use 
this”, “buy that”, or “do that” and you’ll be fat, happy and earthly successfully.  Men who invest eter-
nally put their spiritual lives ahead of their ego and pride.  Authentic men die to themselves to live for 
our Christ. 

So there you have it, four traits of authentic Godly men.  Guys, whether you’re 18 or 88 it’s never too late to 
measure yourself by these Christ driven characteristics.  In fact, our families, churches, communities and na-
tions depend on it.  

OK ladies, now tell your husbands, sons and dads to read this article!  

God Bless the men (and women) of First Covenant, 

Cory Doden 
Church Council Chair 

Lake Beauty Early Bird Discount Deadline 

Don't forget to register for camp by April 9th to receive your early bird discount!!! 
You can register online at www.lbbc.com Contact Tracy Carlisle, Janis Kimball or Christine Snyder with ques-
tions. 



Awana 

Over Fifty-Five Fellowship Lunch 

 

April   4         Baseball Night AWANA Store Night 

11 AWANA Awards/Family Night 

Awana Store Night 

April 4 is Awana Store Night, so bring your treasures or "goodies" in to Sarah's office by April 2.    We are in 
need of new or gently used toys, girls accessories, trinkets, sports toys and games.   Thanks for your generosi-
ty in helping make this a great night for these kids who have worked very hard this year in their memory 
work! 

Awards/Family Night 

Awana is coming to the end of the year on Wednesday, April 11th.  On this night we will celebrate with sing-
ing, memory work, awards, and a video presentation of the whole year.  All are welcome to attend this last 
night of Awana.  Come and see what these kids have learned throughout this whole year!  It will start at 6:00 
p.m. following supper and will finish at approximately 7:00 p.m. 

 

All those 55 this year and older along with your non-55 year old spouse are invited to this  
special lunch hosted by Congregational Care. 

Back again for a 2nd performance…..we welcome 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Come see the lovable, dim-witted Scandinavian  
couple of Ole and Lena come to life, internationally known as the hus-

band and wife team of Michael and Julie Bateson from Cannon Fall, MN. 
For reservations and/or rides contact Ruth Allen 

319-361-0172 or 
lifesong.ra@gmail.com 

RSVP by Sunday, April 15th!! 



Are you interested in becoming a member of First Covenant Church? 
Pastor Marc will be leading a series of Membership Classes on three 
consecutive Sundays during the Discovery Hour (9:45 a.m.) -  
April 15, 22, and 29. Please let him know if you plan to attend. 

Membership Classes 

Lake Pepin District Women 2018 Spring Gathering is being hosted by 
Prairieview Covenant Church in New Richmond, WI.  Mark your cal-
endar for Saturday, April 14th, 9:30 a.m. registration; 10:00 a.m. 
brunch.  Special guest speaker is Jean Needham of Five Loaves Food 
Shelf. Please RSVP by April 7th to Lori O’Shea, 715-977-1442; 
loshea1992@frontiernet.net or to the church at  
prairieviewcovenant01@frontier.com. Canned or dry good donation 
will be accepted for Five Loaves Food Shelf. 

Lake Pepin District WM Gathering 

Library Corner 

Our Tuesday morning women's Bi-
ble Study has been studying a book 
by David Jeremiah, "A Life Beyond 
Amazing" - 9 decisions that will 
transform your life today. So we 
would like to recommend this book 
to you. Live a life beyond what you 
think is possible. 

Each of us has just one life to 
live.  Our lives should matter and 
have purpose. But as we look 
around, we see disheartened peo-
ple living in defeat and disarray. 
This book encourages us to move 
past the discouraging headlines, 
the adversity in our personal lives, 
the limits of our day, and reach out 
and grasp a life beyond our 
dreams. 

"A life beyond amazing doesn't 
have to start when we step into 
heaven, it can be  lived right here 
on earth." 

Covenant Trust 
Now that the 2017 tax season is over, you may already be thinking 
about how you can lower the taxes you owe in 2018. If you have a 
Traditional IRA and want to give charitably, a Qualified Charitable 
Distribution (QCD) can be an effective way to not only lower your 
taxable income but also make an impactful gift to your favorite chari-
ties. 
A Qualified Charitable Distribution allows individual taxpayers older 
than 70 ½ years to donate up to $100,000 from their Traditional IRA 
to eligible charities. This includes First Covenant Church and other 
ministries of the Evangelical Covenant Church. Because the donation 
goes straight from the IRA to the charity, the distributions are not 
considered taxable income. Additionally, if you must take a Required 
Minimum Distribution (RMD), you can use a Qualified Charitable Dis-
tribution to meet your RMD requirement. Thus, by transferring part 
or all of your RMD to an eligible charity, you can effectively reduce 
your taxable income and support your favorite ministries. 
The many benefits of Qualified Charitable Distributions can help you 
support your favorite ministries beyond what you may have thought 
was possible. For more information, contact your local Financial Ser-
vices Representatives, listed below, who can tell you more about 
Qualified Charitable Distributions and other charitable giving strate-
gies that can help you achieve your charitable goals. 

Karlene Crabtree 
612-252-8599 

kmcrabtree@covenanttrust.com 

Notes of Thanks 
Dear ones. Our family is deeply 
thankful for all your prayers, visits, 
cards and calls during the time that 
the Lord called Mike to himself. I, 
personally am very grateful. 

Char Hayes 

Dear Church family. I can not thank 
you enough for sending me a beau-
tiful bouquet, Marc’s phone call, 
and tons of prayers from all the 
friends at church. I thank God for 
such a precious church. I’m feeling 
better each day, getting stronger. 
All the get-well cards and delicious 
meals are very much appreciated. 
I’m really blessed by these wonder-
ful people. Thank you again for 
your kindness.                    Angela Hu 





1st Del Hague, Donavon Nagel 

2nd Bruce Schulthess, Morley Struss 

4th Dennis Roskam  

5th Hannah Schulthess 

6th Arlen Westin, Becky Larson,  

  Nathaniel Beaulieu 

9th Jacob Chapin 

13th Abby Tesdall, Gary Thomas 

14th Marcia Jensen  

15th  Kris Johnson 

16th Ryan Allen 

 

Prayer is a vital part of the life of our church.  In order to help us focus on praying for one another, 
please use our list of birthday friends in each month’s Messenger to pray for them and their families. 
There will be enough names to pray for someone throughout the month.  Let’s make praying for one 

another a means of encouragement to us all! 

Remembering Our Birthday Friends with Prayer 

17th Marc Eix, Perry Eisert, Shelly Struss 

18th Al Nelson, Angela Frechette,  

 Deanna Westin, Eva Mandelkow 

19th Al Wulff  

20th    Debbie Ahmed 

22nd Alex Ryan  

23rd    Heidi Chapin 

24th Charlotte Watzl 

25th Scott Whitson, Marian Tesdall 

26th Brian Malyon  

27th  Tyler Hanson 

30th Judy Wachholz , Rebecca Alpers 

First Covenant Church 

2302 Twin Bluff Road 

Red Wing, MN 55066 

651-388-2385 

www.redwingfirstcov.org 


