
I came across this prayer for the beginning of school some time ago.  While it is a  
prayer for students it is also appropriate for all of us who find ourselves in a new  
rhythm or pattern during this time of the year.  May it bless you as summer comes to  
an end and a new season begins. 
(from Psalm 25) 
Show me the right path, O Lord; point out the road for me to follow. 
Lead me by your truth and teach me, for you are the God who saves me. 
It’s the beginning of a new school year; you are a God of new beginnings and new creations. 
In the beginning, you created the heavens and the earth; new life; blessed it and called 
it good. 
We give thanks for new beginnings. We give thanks that you call us good.  
We give thanks that you know our pathways and what it means to be human. 
We give thanks that you call us your beloved. 
God of new beginnings, new life, and new journeys, you sent Abraham and Sarah into a 

new land; you led Moses, Aaron, and Miriam out of Egypt and into liberation; you 
led your son to earth, to the cross, and into resurrection. 

Walk with us, we pray, as we enter into a new year, a new path, and new opportunities.  
We will get overwhelmed by tests, homework, and activities, and we will wonder how 
we will make it through. 
Grant us quiet confidence and calm, and help us to ask for help when we need it. 
Sometimes our teachers, parents, and friends will frustrate us. They will be unfair, they 
will hurt us, and they just won’t get what we’re going through. 
Give us peace and rest in the midst of the storms raging around us and inside us. 
We will be measured, tested, and judged, and we will be asked to measure our worth in 

how well we perform, the grades we make, and the friends we have. 
Comfort us in the knowledge that you have already judged us and found us to be good, 

made us worthy, and called us by name. 
We will see darkness. 
We will see it in injustice, hate, mean-spiritedness, and bullying of our peers. 
We may be tempted to join in. 
Give us courage to resist and empower us to be your beloved people: loving others and 

standing up for the oppressed. 
We will want popularity and status:  we will want to fit in, even at the expense of others 

and we will wish to be people other than ourselves, the people you created us to be. 
Remind us our of first identity, given in baptism, as your sons and daughters. 
God our teacher, we thank you for the gift of children and young people, in our house-

holds, in our church, and in our community. 
Bless them as they start school, beginning a new year of learning, study, music, sports, 

art, play, and friendship. 
May they have open ears, open hearts, and open minds. 
Keep them safe and healthy. 
And protect all students, especially those for whom safe passage is not a guarantee. 
May they each have people with whom they laugh, who awaken their curiosity, and 

who listen when they are having a problem. 
May they always know that they are loved and valued by parents, friends, this church, 

and by you, God, as well.  Amen. 
 

Grace & Peace, 
Marc 

A Prayer for New Beginnings 
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September 2017 





Do you make New Year’s resolutions?  According to Google 41% of us usually do, 17% sometimes do and 
42% never make resolutions. Interesting that if you are in your twenties 37.8% met their resolutions but 
only 16.3% of my generation (+50) hit their goals. In addition 42.4% of all people never succeed in any of 
their New Year resolutions.  I’m sure at this point 100% of you are wondering what calendar I’m using to 
write about this topic in September!  
At council meetings this year we’ve talked in great length about our vision: Connect to God.  Connect to 
One Another.  Connect to the World.  But as the saying goes “talk is cheap” but it’s our heartfelt actions 
that draw us nearer the Lord and gleefully carry out his great commission.  So here’s a quick little quiz for 
you and your faith walk at First Covenant: 

· What I am doing to Connect to God? 

o _____________________ 

o _____________________ 

o _____________________ 

· What I am doing to Connect to One Another? 

o _____________________ 

o _____________________ 

o _____________________ 

· What I am doing to Connect to the World? 

o _____________________ 

o _____________________ 

o _____________________ 

If you’re like me this little list was a bit of an eye opener. I was able to easily list 2 or 3 items in the first 
two bullets but when I got to Connect to the World…. well I squirmed and fidgeted to come up with even 
one solid action.  Hmmm, what does that say about my walk with the Lord?   
So please ponder and pray about these questions: 

· When do I feel the fire of Lord within me? 

· Where is the holy spirit leading me in the next step in my faith? 

· Am I really serving the Lord or have I fallen into a “religion routine”? 

· What is the intention of my attention at First Covenant? 

· Is current culture running my life and is church just another checklist in my busy “well rounded” 

life? 

· What do I need to quit doing to free up some spiritual space? 

In closing, here are three ideas to “fill in the blanks” draw nearer the Lord.  First, please attend the Minis-
try Fair before or after church on September 10.  Secondly, go to our website and click on “Find Your 
Next Steps” on the lower right of the front page.  Lastly, just have a good old fashion conversation with 
your fellow Covenanters and ask what stirs their faith.  You may be surprised that you’ll set a New Year’s 
Resolution in September! 
 

God Bless, 
Cory Doden 

Church Chair 
 

A New Year’s Faith Resolution 



Welcome Team News 
Here is one of the stories we will be sharing in Greeter and Usher Training.  It is a true story written by a 
Covenant church member Jennifer Smith-Morris.  It shares how we can look at our church from an out-
siders view! 

Today I visited your church. I looked up the address, called the church office for service times, and got 
myself and my three children ready on time. 

We're new in town, and this is the fourth church we've visited. We step inside, hopeful. Perhaps here I'll 
find help teaching the Word to our children. Perhaps here we'll grow spiritually. Or maybe we'll receive 
the same welcome we got at the other churches. 
 
"Good morning! And isn't it a fantastic day!" says the greeter, handing us programs. 
 "Yes. I'm so glad it's cooling off." 
"Are you visiting?" he asks. 
 "Yes. We just moved here." 
"Isn't that grand!" he says, stepping back and looking over our shoulders. "Mr. Charlie! And how are you 
today?" 
 

Evidently everyone has taken the same greeter class. Again and again someone offers a limp hand say-
ing, "I'm so glad you came," without smiling at all, quickly moving on, job finished. I am itching to ask 
about the women's Bible study, choir practice, and Sunday school. But then they're gone, chatting with a 
good friend in the next pew. 

After wandering around between Sunday school and church, trying to find a door to the sanctuary that 
doesn't open into the choir pit, we're late. The sanctuary is nearly full, but there's one empty row—at 
the very front. So we walk past hundreds of eyes, "new people" on parade. 
 

As we settle the kids, a lady on the end whispers to someone behind her, "I just don't know where John 
and Steve are going to sit now." I chose the deacons' row. I cringe and turn, searching for another pew 
to move my  

This is a true story. I have visited four churches over the last three months, and I am frustrated and dis-
heartened enough to quit church altogether. Why has it been so difficult to find a church home? 

After our experience, I've come up with four things pastors, Sunday school teachers, and folks in the 
pews can do to help visitors feel at home. 
 
1.  Develop a greeting ministry with the visitor, not the greeter, in mind.  
 

2. Choose hospitality over visitation. After our first visit to "Church A," we received four phone calls, 
two e-mails, and three letters. Then the pastor invited himself to our house to "get to know us a little 
better and answer any questions we have about the church." 
But we weren't even unpacked yet. 
 

I wanted to welcome him into my home, but I'll invite the pastor when I'm ready, the family is settled, 
and the curtains are up. I'd rather someone from the church invite me to their house, so I can get to 
know them a little better and so I don't feel on display. 
 

(continue top page 5) 



Greeting and Usher Ministry 

Welcome Team News 
One Sunday at "Church B," the pastor and his wife invited us to their house for dinner following the ser-
vice. We ate hot dogs and potato chips, completely at ease in this open atmosphere, making it easy to 
ask questions about the church. It made a world of difference. 
 

3. Recognize Sunday school as an initial contact point. Often a visitor's first experience with a new 
church is dropping a child off at Sunday school. Greeting new students and their parents warmly, with 
interest, is encouraging. Saying "hello," sipping coffee, and gushing over the church regular that walks in 
right behind us sends a different message. 
 

Adult Sunday school teachers also serve as important first contacts. We attended Sunday school as a 
couple in "Church C" for a few weeks. In those weeks, only one couple learned our names. The rest 
smiled that little smile that told us, "I'm so glad you came, but I'm not really interested in you." 
Time is limited in Sunday school classes, of course, but a few private moments of attention beforehand 
will go far in helping visitors feel at home. 
 

4. Become visitors for a day. Those who have belonged to the same church for several years may not 
remember what being a visitor is like. A simple exercise can resensitize you: visit a church where no one 
knows you. 
 

Go outside your community, outside the denomination. Go without knowing what to wear or what min-
istries are available. Pay attention to how you're received. Ask yourself how you'd feel if you were long-
ing for a church home right then. Note what this church does well, and what it doesn't. 
 

I'm ready to get to work, ready to make your church "our" church, if I'm welcome. Welcome, however, 
does not happen automatically. It involves intentionally setting aside natural habits to show genuine car-
ing. It involves welcoming your visitors in the same way that Christ would: with open hearts. 

Greeting is a very important part of ministry.  The guests coming to our church next Sunday may not un-
derstand all the words they will hear, but the warm and caring actions of our greeting team and mem-
bers will speak loud and clear.  To a person seeking truth and peace, an ounce of kindness is worth a 
pound of preaching.  Christian kindness is a ministry for church greeters who care deeply about people. 
(Bob Adams, “First Impressions Are Everything for Churches”) 
 

Part of First Covenant’s vision statement talks about “CONNECTING TO ONE ANOTHER”.   This includes 
visitors that attend on Sunday mornings.  We want to be more intentional about welcoming them.  We 
held our first welcome team meeting in July and we would like to share this information with our greet-
ers and ushers. 
 

We will hold a brief greeter/usher training on September 17th at 9:45 a.m. (between services). 
Topics include:  greeter/usher duties, new member process, welcome table utilization. 
 

If you are interested in becoming a greeter or usher, come to the meeting to find out more about these 
very important duties.   If you are unable to make it to one of these meetings, let me know and I will get 
you the information. 
Jim Larson | Jblarson1@charter.net | 651-380-3292 

mailto:Jblarson1@charter.net


Lake Beauty Bible Camp 

Women Ministries 

The summer is nearly over and now it is time to think ahead to our fall plans for women at First Covenant. 

Here are a few dates to put on your calendar: 

Sept. 10:  Be sure to stop at our booth at the Mission Fair.  We'll have many items from our Global Market 
and we will also be selling napkins and cards.  There might even be a few free items! 

Sept. 17:  Please plan to be part of our Women Discovery Hour SALT (Serving And Learning Together) 
groups.  Thanks to Crystal Olson, Sarah Eix, Tina Lunde, Jodie Alpers, and Mary Lockwood for facilitating 
this group. 

Sept. 22 - 24:  Lake Beauty Fall Retreat.  Please sign up on-line at http://www.lbbc.com/womens-retreat-
fall.html 

Oct. 14 morning:  Lake Pepin Fall Gathering at River Falls Covenant Church 

Our church is  looking for an AVA (Advocacy for Victims of Abuse) coordinator.  There will be a training 
session coming up soon.  If you have questions about this position please contact Judie Maybach. 
Please remember we're always open to ideas . . . just give me a call. 

Thanks:  Denise Doden 388-7866 or denisedoden@gmail.com 

Women's Retreat  

"Bringing Broken & Dead Things to Life" 

September 22-24 (Friday-Sunday) 

Terry Freidlein has a passion for creatively communicating God's 
Truth through drams, music, and spoken word.  She desires to de-
liver a relevant message that reflects "real life".  God is a "life-
giver" and can breathe life into things that we have "pronounced 
dead" in our lives - maybe that's been a dream, our relationships, hopes or even our faith.  Terry wants 
to encourage and challenge you to get away and dare to experience God's resurrection power in a re-
newed or even brand-new way! 

Activities include:  silent auction, nature walk, pontoon rides, climbing tower/zip line, sauna, hot tub, 
skeet shooting ($10) and upper body massage ($30), and more! 
 

**************************************** 

 Camper Cash 

We are at $148,000!!  Only $2,000 away to receive $1,000 from Econo Foods for our 
Lake Beauty camper fund!  Save your Econo Foods receipts and turn them into Janis 
Kimball.  Thank you for your help!! 

http://www.lbbc.com/womens-retreat-fall.html
http://www.lbbc.com/womens-retreat-fall.html
mailto:denisedoden@gmail.com


Come one, come all to Discovery Hour! 
We are excited to offer something for everyone and all ages. 

 (Nursery available for birth – 3years). 

Beginning September 10 

Preschool: Treasure Wachholz and Haley Schmidt 
Kindergarten/1st Grade: Cindy Dugstad 
2nd Grade: Jan Aukema 
3rd/4th Grade: Sheryl Aschbrenner and Mike Wachholz 
5th/6th Grade: Duane Gabrielson and Eva Mandelkow 
Confirmation: Todd Mehrkens and Julie Malyon (music room) 
9th – 12th: Darryl and Jody Dodge, George and Amber Gabrielson 
*Sr. High will meet in youth room on September 10 but then will be in the kitchen the 
following weeks. 

 
Beginning September 17 
 

ManCamp: Lead by Cory Doden in the youth room.  Guys, Man Camp resumes with a great video series 
called: 
STANDING TALL: MEN BUILDING CHARACTER THROUGH THE BOOK OF JAMES 

In James' writings we are given the challenge to wrestle with a number of character issues and experi-
ence the transforming power of God as we act out our faith. He reminds us that our actions are belated 
announcements of our thoughts—it is impossible to live differently until we think differently.  Join us on 
this journey as we trust God to make us men who stand tall. 

Women’s Hour: Join us in the friendship room and become part of our S.A.L. T. groups (Serving and 
Learning Together). S.A.L.T. group goals are for women to learn from God's Word, pray for each other, 
share life together, and explore how to serve God in our church and community.  Facilitators: Sarah Eix, 
Mary Lockwood, Tina Lunde and Crystal Olson. 
 

This Isn’t the Life I Signed Up For: No one signs us for the challenges of life, but in the real world heart-
ache is inevitable.  We all want to live happily ever after.  Each Sunday we will be hearing how our Chris-
tian brothers and sisters from our church family have lived through (or are living through) difficult chal-
lenges in life.  We will be able to interact with one another and hopefully learn how to better be the 
hands and feet of Jesus.  If you have the perfect life, this class is not for you!  Come and help discuss how 
the messy lives we find ourselves in, are not the happily ever after life so many wish for.  We will learn 
how God’s faithfulness and steadfast love has enabled our brothers and sisters in Christ to keep on living 
life.  Join us in the apostle room.  Facilitators: Bob & Susan Goetz. 
 

 

 

 

Discovery Hour 



Elona Franciscovich was a member of First Covenant Church from 1981 until her death in 2016. During 
her time in the church she was known for the way she integrated her love of the Lord and her tenacious 
commitment to ministries of compassion both locally and globally. Her heart beat for those who had 
little in this world, for those who struggled to find food or clean water, for the abused and neglected, for 
young and old, and anyone in need. For Elona, with God working through her and the Church, there was 
seemingly no project too small or too large that couldn’t be addressed with a gift of a few dollars, a cou-
ple extra hours of time, prayer, and a huge pot of chilli. Elona spent her life the way Jesus asks us to 
spend ours - on behalf of others. 

Another distinctive of Elona’s lay-ministry was the way she brought others along into her sphere of influ-
ence - particularly the youth of our church. She discipled kids at our AWANA program, through the Con-
firmation process, and simply by inviting them to be part of her missional endeavors. Elona wrote letters 
to kids who offered special music and kids in college; she sought out children and youth whom she 
thought had gifts for mission and service; and she saw potential in numerous young people encouraging 
them to serve in capacities which at first were uncomfortable but became part of their DNA. 

The Elona Seed Fund is thus an endeavor to further sow seeds of compassion and mission among the 
youth at First Covenant Church and encourage those with gifts and vision in these areas to flourish. The 
purpose of the Elona Seed Fund is to give an opportunity for one (or more) of our youth at First Cove-
nant in a given year to create and execute a local or global missions project through an offering of funds, 
prayers, encouragement, and mentoring. 

The candidate was selected by the Missions Committee based on recommendations from pastors, Dis-
covery Hour teachers, AWANA leaders, and other youth workers. Our candidate and the candidate’s pro-
ject will be introduced to the congregation in the near future. 

Elona Seed Fund Project Description 

Building and Grounds 

Options for mitigating water intrusion into the gym are being considered. 

Excel Energy has been contacted regarding an energy audit, an audit will be scheduled in the near future. 

The coffee pot on the main level was replaced by Aramark and Ryan Mechanical worked on the water 
back flow which turned out to be the problem. 

The gym floor will be waxed on 30 August.  The gym will not be available for use for 2-3 days after wax-
ing.  New tape for Awana will be put down before the floor is waxed.   

The trees will be planted on a Saturday between mid Sep and early Oct.   

 

Paul Resel 



Join a Life Group 
Connect to God, Connect to One Another! 

Join a life group today! 

Looking for a chance to connect with a small group and dig deeper 
into God’s word?  Join us to discuss Pastor Marc’s sermons and scrip-
ture references.  NO additional reading or homework required, just 
bring your Bible. Groups of 10 – 12 participants will meet weekly to 
build community with one another, focus on God’s word, and pray together.  Sign up sheets will be avail-
able at the ministry fair on Sept. 10th or after both services on Sept. 17th and 24th.   Groups will be offered 
at a variety of times and locations beginning Oct. 1 and running through December 3rd.  Contact Laura 
Drewel (ldrewel@yahoo.com) with any questions or to volunteer to host a life group. 

Mission Awareness of the Month: Hope Coalition 
Hope Coalition’s mission is to empower and restore HOPE to families and individuals struggling 
with domestic violence, child abuse, sexual assault, homelessness, and lack of basic needs in 
Goodhue and Wabasha Counties, MN answer western Pierce County, WI. They help over 1700 
people annually within the 2-½ counties served. Additionally, the Haven of Hope, their domestic 
violence shelter, accepts women and their children from anywhere in Minnesota and 
occasionally from out-of-state, if needed for safety reasons. 
 

SERVICES: 
● Haven of Hope-Women Domestic Violence Shelter 
● Kids Count: Abused Children’s Program 
● Sexual Assault Services 
● Housing Support Services 
● Community Care Fund 
 

Focusing on just two of these services: 
● Housing Support Services: Emergency short-term/long-term transitional housing for 
families and individuals, case management, and help in developing self-sufficiency skills. 
Also, housing assessment and release planning for inmates at Goodhue County Adult 
Detention Center. 
 

● Community Care Fund: Assistance to families in crisis and unable to pay for basic 
necessities or living expenses (rent, food, utilities, etc.). Focus on developing 
self-sufficiency to help reduce future needs. 
 

How can we help: By going on-line to: http://hope-coalition.org/donate/give-goods, you will see 
that you can help by: a) Giving Money (it will show what your donation does and who it helps), 
b) Giving Goods (such as welcome baskets and items needed at Haven of Hope), and c) Other 
Ways to Give. You will also find information about upcoming events. 
 

Jan Aukema has recently volunteered to be our Church connection with the Hope Coalition, so 
please feel free to seek her out if you have any questions. 

mailto:ldrewel@yahoo.com


 MINISTRY FAIR  
September 10, 2017 

9:30 – 10:45 a.m. 
 

And Jesus came and some to them, saying, “All authority is given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore 
and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I smell with you always, even 

to the end of the age,”   Matt. 28:18-20  
 
 

The Great Commission tells us that once we have received God’s saving grace, we are all called to be 
God’s partners in changing the world with the good news of the gospel. And for that purpose, we each 
have received from the Spirit of God gifts that will enable us to accomplish His mission. A good way to 
identify your spiritual gift is: 
  

 1.) to look AT your affinities and abilities, and  
 2.) to look FOR opportunities of service.  
 
 

To that end, our church is holding a Ministry Fair between the two services on Sunday, September 10th. 
Our prayer is that as you learn of the opportunities for ministry in the world, in our community, and in 
our church, you will become excited to see how God has equipped you to serve in one of those areas. 
Please join us as a congregation, as we seek to serve the Lord wherever and whenever His Spirit leads.  

Ministry Fair—September 10, 2017 

Vacation Bible School Recap 
Our Narnia VBS week was a magical and jubilant adventure. We began the week with 77 preregistra-
tions’ and ended with 103 registrants total. Our attendance average was 86, with Wednesday our high-
est attendance at 90. We touched the lives of children from 10 different congregations and a handful 
without a home church as well. Through the course of the week 25 of those children indicated a decision 
to put their faith in Christ. We would like to thank all of our volunteers who donated their time, meals, 
food/supplies, their homes, farm, and even pools. It is because of our volunteers who played many roles 
in their involvement of VBS week that the program was such a success! Thank you to those who support-
ed Teens for Christ with a donation. Our gift to them totaled $622.66.                        

With deepest gratitude, Lori Hart and Suzie Kline 

Meals Ministry 
Don’t Forget…….. 

                about the Meals Ministry!  We are here to provide meals during a time of need.  There are 
many reasons someone might need meals; illness, injury, or a new baby.  If you know someone, or you 
yourself might need help with a few meals please contact Eva Mandelkow at 651-380-1834.    

On another note…… 

                If you have been searching for a way to serve, this ministry is looking for a new coordinator. 
Please let Eva know if you have questions about leading the Meals Ministry! 

 



Usually when we discuss financial legacies, we talk about money, property, and other types of assets 
that we can pass down to others. But a financial legacy can be more than assets; wisdom can be a type 
of legacy that makes just as big of an impact on your family’s finances as money. Modeling positive fi-
nancial behavior and promoting financial literacy can help future generations manage their own money 
so that they can save for retirement, give as they feel called to give, and achieve the rest of their finan-
cial goals. 

Perhaps the best wisdom to share with your family is the wisdom you gained from experience. Everyone 
has a financial story. What’s yours? Sharing and reflecting on your story can teach others a lot about 
money: the value of setting goals and budgeting; the importance of saving for retirement and living with-
in your means; the benefit of saving and investing early and often. Success stories are good but even 
your missteps are worth sharing: your family can learn the same lessons you learned without making the 
same mistakes. 

Additionally, if charitable giving is important to you, talk to your family about who you donate to and 
why. For example, do you give to First Covenant Church or some other Covenant ministry? If so, share 
what the ministry does and why you choose to support their mission. You may find that your family is 
interested in supporting the ministry too. Also discuss how you give – regular tithing or a gift in your es-
tate plans for example – and why you give that way. This can help your family determine the best way 
for them to donate to their favorite ministries. 

Covenant Trust Company can support you and your family in these conversations. We have plenty of fi-

nancial literacy resources that you can share with your family. We also hold free presentations on Cove-

nant Retirement Community campuses, in Covenant churches, at Covenant camps, and other ministries. 

Any one of our Financial Service Representatives serving the Northwest Conference can review these 

and other questions with you and help you prepare for whatever comes next. You can contact: 

Steve Allison                                     Erik Carlson                                                 Karlene Crabtree 
Financial Services Rep                     Financial Services Rep                              Customer Service Rep 
218-297-7701                                   763-253-6311                                             612-252-8599 
srallison@covenanttrust.com       ewcarlson@covenanttrust.com              kmcrabtree@covenanttrust.com  

Covenant Trust 

Library Corner 

Our book this month is a fiction book where the setting is in the Alas-
kan Territory before it was a state. So the author, Tracie Peterson, did 
some research on that time in history.  It is a complete book, Brides of 
Alaska with three generations living their faith and surviving the rugged 
frontier. I enjoy the way this author writes and it makes for compelling 
reading, wanting to read the next chapter. 

Please come and browse our church library and check out a book that 
interests you.   

Happy Reading!!!!!!!!!!! 

mailto:srallison@covenanttrust.com
mailto:ewcarlson@covenanttrust.com
mailto:kmcrabtree@covenanttrust.com


Awana 
AWANA HELP WANTED 

As always we need many listeners, but we would like to have more Co-Leaders to provide more flexibility 
to all of our Leaders.  Please consider stepping up in one of these roles to serve the Lord!  We will pro-
vide training and you will be working alongside another person. 
 

1. T&T- (3rd-5th grade) Co- Leader 

2. Commander Co-Leader 

3. Wednesday Suppers- Cooks, Servers, and Gym Cleaners 

4. Co Leader-Weekly Council time message to 2 groups. 

5. Awana Listeners- See below   
 

We need Caring Christian Adults and/or High School students to share Wednesday nights with children 
by listening to them say bible scripture, play games, and mentor. 

Qualifications include: 1.) To know Christ as your personal Savior.   2.)  Ability to listen to children.  3.) 
Ability to initial and sign each section of the handbook they pass. 
 

We have 3 groups- Preschool (Cubbies), Kind- 2nd grade (Sparks), and 3rd- 5th grade (T&T).  We usually 
have each listener stay with one group each night.  This year we may have some designated "Dual Listen-
ers" for both Sparks and T&T.  Our training dates are listed under Awana Upcoming Dates to Remember.  
We will have a strongly recommended local training at First Covenant for new and old leaders. 
 

We realize that you may not be able to attend all Wednesday nights throughout the year, but we hope 
that you could attend most of them, to be consistent with the same group of 2-4 kids.  You have the op-
portunity to spend 30 minutes, 1 hour, or 1 1/2 hours each evening.  If you can commit to 1 hour a week, 
that would total 23 hours of children's ministry for the whole year.   
 

Another idea is to share the year with a friend to be a listener.  If you can split the year with someone, 
that would only be around 11 hours! 
 

We pray that you will consider this opportunity to be a witness to a child! 

1. September 20th - Wednesday- 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. - First Covenant Leader/Listener meeting in the 
Sanctuary. We will also break out into each group of T&T, Sparks and Cubbie Leaders/Listeners.  All 
new and experienced leaders are encouraged to attend this meeting.   
 
2.September 27 - Wednesday- 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. - Awana Early Registration/Carnival Night-We will 
have games for all the kids, while the parents register their kids.  The kids will be able to see where 
their rooms will be and have some fun at the  carnival!  If you are able to help on this night, let us 
know. 
 
3.October 4th - Wednesday- 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. - First Night of Awana at First Covenant. 

Awana Dates to Remember 



          

           

 

Theme Night Schedule 2017-2018      

                            Wednesdays- 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.   

September 27 Early Registration Night (Carnival) 6:00-7:00 

October 4 Kick Off Night 

11 Favorite Team Night- Bring a Friend Night (3x points) 

18 No AWANA   (MEA Break) 

  25 Crazy Hair Night 

November   1        Super Hero Night- Bring a Friend Night (3x points)  

  8  Inside Out Night (Wear clothes Inside Out) 

 15 Thankful Night (Bring Food Shelf Items-list below**) 

22 No AWANA   Happy Thanksgiving! 

29 Operation Christmas Child Night 

December       6 Silly Socks/Shoes Night  -Bring a Friend Night (3x points) 

13 Christmas Story (Birthday Party) /Awana Store Night 

20 No AWANA   Happy Birthday Jesus! 

  27 No AWANA   Happy New Year! 

January  3         Pastor's Popcorn Night (Pastor shares a special message) 

10 Camo Night (Wear Camouflage) 

17 Mustache Night (Bring AVA Items)- See below list***) 

24 Neon/ Blackout Night (Wear Neon/Bring Flashlight) 

31 Beach Night 

February  7 Western Night 

14 Valentines for Jesus (Wear Red)/ Bring a Friend Night (3x points) 

21 Drive in Movie Night (Bring your Cardboard Cars) 

  28 Testimony Night (Life Savors for memory.) 

March   7 No AWANA   (Spring Break) 

14        Affliction/Injury Night (Come with a band-aid or all bandaged up)  

21 Missionary Night (Guest Missionary Speaker) 

28 Easter Story  (He Has Risen!)  AWANA Store Night 

April    4          Baseball Night 

11 AWANA Awards/Family Night 

Please note that Awana is always canceled if School is canceled. 

** Food shelf items to bring- Canned Fruit, Peanut Butter, Baked Beans, Black Beans, Cereal, Canned Tuna, Macaroni 
and Cheese, Rice, Bar Soap, Diapers, Laundry Detergent, Shampoo, Toilet Paper, Toothpaste. 

*** AVA (Advocates For Victims of Abuse)  Items to bring- Toothbrush w/holder, Large bar of Ivory soap, Aim Toothpaste 6.0-7.2 oz., Wash 

cloth, Hand towel, Hair pick,15oz. 2-1 Shampoo/Conditioner, Nail clipper, Emery boards, Band-Aids, Sewing Kit, Pens, Pencils, Spiral Notebook, 
Note Cards, Deodorant, Lotion, Gallon Zip Lock bags                              
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Come find yourself among friends! 

We invite you and your fellow mom friends to come check out our MOPS groups! We are excited about 
the upcoming year and would love to have you join us! Happy to announce three different MOPS groups 
this fall including evening meeting and MOMSNext group for moms with school age children! We look 
forward to meeting you! 

MOMS ENJOY: A Warm Meal; Mom Conversation; Guest Speakers; Crafts; Connection to Faith; Socials 
and Playdates 

MEETING TIMES  
(September – May) 

MOPS/MOMSNext  
2nd & 4th Wednesdays 

9-11 a.m. 
First Covenant Church 

*MOPS Kids Program available 

MOPS  
1st & 3rd Thursdays 

6-8 p.m. 
Christ Episcopal Church 

MOMSNext 
1st & 3rd Tuesdays 

5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Christ Episcopal Church 

Which group is for you?  

MOPS: Expecting moms thru Kindergarten 

MOMSNext: Kindergarten thru School Age 

OPEN HOUSE: September 7th, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Christ Episcopal Church (321 West Ave, Red Wing, MN)  

More information: redwingmops@gmail.com or follow us on Facebook: mops-red wing.  

MOPS - Momming is Hard! 

Notes of Thanks 

The Red Wing Royal Ambassador Committee 
would like to thank you for allowing us to use 
your church for so many of our events. We are 
so grateful and are grateful for your support. 

Sincerely,  

The R.W.R.A. Committee 

Thank you for coordinating the Tuesday, July 25th 
blood drive. We are pleased with the overall drive. 

We appreciate your efforts for we had 23 donors 
registered, 2 donors were deferred and 25 units 
were collected. We also registered 2 first time  
donors.   

Denise Emstad, America Red Cross 

mailto:redwingmops@gmail.com




Prayer is a vital part of the life of our church.  In order to help us focus on praying for one another, 
please use our list of birthday friends in each month’s Messenger to pray for them and their families. 
There will be enough names to pray for someone throughout the month.  Let’s make praying for one 

another a means of encouragement to us all! 

First Covenant Church 
2302 Twin Bluff Road 
Red Wing, MN 55066 
651-388-2385 
www.redwingfirstcov.org 

Remembering Our Birthday Friends with Prayer 

1st Kevin Frazier and BJ Danielson 

2nd  Ann Diercks, Abby Estabrooks, Brady Goudy 

3rd Brad Olson and Londyn Overlander 

4th  Barb Chapin 

5th Pam Johnson, Mike Wachholz, Paul Gronvall 

7th Carey Coffey  

9th Chad Hanson and Jean Baringer 

10th Crystal Olson 

11th Mary Lockwood and Candace Bean 

12th Donna Alms and Nancy Kramp 

14th David Fredrickson 

15th Priscilla Eckblad and Aiden Smith 

17th Sandi Nelson 

18th Gary Fryer 

19th Duane Roschen and Tom Zenzen 

20th Reggie Sikkink 

23rd Sheryl Aschbrenner 

24th Logan Gardzinski and Sam Diercks 

25th  Lance Chapin 

26th Adam Mandelkow, Alice Kleven, 

 Wayne Danielson 

27th  Jay Van Loon 

29th Amber Snyder 


