
  Henry, the painter, often would thin his paint so it would go further. So 

when the Church decided to do some deferred maintenance, Henry was 

able to put in the low bid, and got the job. As always, he thinned his paint 

way down with turpentine.  One day while he was up on the scaffolding – 

the job almost finished – he heard a horrendous clap of thunder, and the 

sky opened.  The downpour washed the thinned paint off the church and 

knocked Henry off his scaffold onto the lawn among the gravestones and 

puddles of thinned and worthless paint. Henry knew this was a warning 

from the Almighty, so he got on his knees and cried: “Oh, God!  Forgive 

me! What should I do?” And from the thunder, a mighty voice rang out:  

“Repaint!  And thin no more!” 

  In many churches, Lent begins with repentance and a sooty forehead, as 

believers come forward for the Ash Wednesday reminder that “we are 

dust, and to dust we shall return; repent and believe the gospel.”  It is not 

meant to depress or frighten us, but simply to remind us who we are: hu-

man beings, mortals, not God.  As Barbara Brown Taylor says, “It is also a 

dramatic way of taking us back to our beginnings – not only to that little 

pile of dust in the garden of Eden where our story began, but also to that 

Big Mistake made by the mother and father of us all before they had really 

gotten the hang of being human. God said, "Don't eat the fruit"; they ate 

the fruit, and the rest is history.” 

  Lent is a time that we spend with ourselves – focusing on how really hu-

man we can be. It is a time we take notice of where the character traits 

that we inherited from our first parents show up in our lives.  It is a time to 

be real about our sin.  Through prayer and confession and reading biblical 

stories about others who struggle with similar sin, we come not only to 

understand how much we need God’s grace, but also come to yearn for 

transformation.  In that way, Good Friday and Easter hold that much more 

significance.  Because of intentional time spent during Lent in front of the 

spiritual mirror we come to know how much we need the cross and the 

empty tomb.  We come to understand how helpless we are without 

Christ’s death and resurrection as part of our inheritance as well. 

  Be deliberate in these forty days of Lent to let God show you where you 

are too much like your “parents.”  Let God through his Word and the voice 

you hear in your prayers show you your sin that you might nail it to the 

cross on Good Friday and rejoice in your eternal promise of forgiveness 

and ever-lasting life on Easter Sunday. 

“Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my thoughts.  See if there 

is any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”  -Psalm 139:23,24 

Grace & Peace, Marc 

Lent 
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Awana  for March and April 
Help Wanted:  We only have 6 weeks left!  But we are short with several leaders leaving.  Caring 

Christian Adults and/or High Schoolers to share a few Wednesday nights with children and listen to 

them say bible scripture.  

Qualifications include: 1.)  To know Christ as your personal Savior.   2.)  Ability to listen to children.  

3.) Ability to initial and sign each section of the handbook they pass. 

We are in need of T&T (3
rd

-5
th

 grade) from 6:30-7:00 and Sparks (1
st
-2

nd
 grade) listeners from 7:00-

7:25.  We will have you shadow another leader for a week or two, to get you comfortable with a lis-

tening group of 2-3 kids.  You will be there for 1 hour! 

We would greatly appreciate your help in February and March! We pray that you will consider this 

opportunity to be a witness for a child! Please call with any questions or concerns.            Jim Larson   

 

 

 

 

March   1         Testimony Night (Life Savors for memory.) 

 8  Affliction/Injury Night (Come with a band-aid or all bandaged up) 

15        No AWANA   (Spring Break)  

22 Missionary Night (Guest Missionary Speaker) 

29 Baseball Night  

April           

 5        Easter Story  (He Has Risen!)  AWANA Store Night 

12 AWANA Awards/Family Night 

 

Awana Store Night 

April 5 is Awana Store Night, so bring your treasures or "goodies" in to Sarah's office by April 2.    

We are in need of new or gently used toys, trinkets, Dvd's and games.   Thanks for your generosity in 

helping make this a great night for these kids who have worked very hard this year in their memory 

work! 

Awards/Family Night 

Awana is coming to the end of the year on Wednesday, April 12th.  On this night we will celebrate 

with singing, memory work, awards, and a video presentation of the whole year.  All are welcome to 

attend this last night of Awana.  Come and see what these kids have learned throughout this whole 

year!  It will start at 6:00 PM following supper and will finish at approximately 7:00 PM.  



This month we are giving you a review of a fiction book we have in our Library. Fiction is a category 

that many people will not read.  So just to be fair, we have many other books for Christian growth 

and inspiration.  We have many biographical books also telling their own stories and how the Lord 

worked things out in their life. 

This book was a page turner:   "Amethyst Heart" by Penelope Stokes. We would classify this book as 

historical fiction as it takes place after the civil war and the struggles The south had to accept black 

people, and the black people had a hard time finding employment. It is about an elderly woman 

named Amethyst, who lived through that trying time.  It was a time of riots in the south, Martin Lu-

ther King, Jr. and his walks in the south to help his people. Amethyst is 93 years old, whose son 

wanted her to sell her house and move into a retirement community.  Quote:  "It's my house, Con-

rad, I was born here and I will die here. ”This book has many twists and turns and definitely an inter-

esting read. 

Library Corner 

Covenant Trust Company Reflects 

The holiday season doesn’t seem like it was all that long ago, but it’s already February! Before we 

know it, Valentine’s Day will come and go, March will be here, and the weather will start to warm up 

as Spring approaches. It’s always amazing how quickly time seems to fly by and how much things 

can change year-to-year or month-to-month -- even day-to-day. 

Has anything changed in your life recently? Life-changing events often bring with them a need to 

adjust your financial and estate plans. They can also affect not only how you invest but why. Starting 

a new job and getting married will alter your income: how will you adjust your budget? Having chil-

dren or grandchildren may affect the decisions you’ve made in your will or trust. A death of a loved 

one may also require a review of your will and trust, as well as an evaluation of your income and in-

vestments. Sell your home recently? How will you invest your profits? If your most recent birthday 

has you on the precipice of retirement, you may need to increase your IRA contributions and per-

haps lower the amount of risk in your portfolio. If you’re newly retired, you’ll need to decide on a 

withdrawal plan from your retirement funds.   

So what has changed in your life in the last year? The last month? The last few days? What kind of 

impact will those changes have on your financial and estate plan? The team at Covenant Trust is 

available to discuss the changes you’ve had in your life. Contact Any one of us today and let’s talk 

about how we can help you make sure that your plans for the present and the future are still appro-

priate for your changing needs. 

Steve Allison                                Erik Carlson                                       Karlene Crabtree 

Financial Services Rep                 Financial Services Rep                       Customer Services Rep 

218-297-7701                              763-253-6311                                   612-252-8599 

srallison@covenanttrust.com      ewcarlson@covenanttrust.com        kmcrabtree@covenanttrust.com 
 

 



Thanks to all the gals who joined us for the Birthday Brunch last month.  Special thanks to the 

H.E.L.P. for serving a delicious brunch for us to enjoy on our birthdays!   

We have a few upcoming events that might interest you. 

1.  2017 Renewal Conference March 17th and 18th at the New London Covenant Church.  AVA train-

ing/meeting will be held prior to the beginning of the conference.  Please find more information in 

the Fireside Room.  There is a signup to car pool on the bulletin board. 

2.  How about a mission trip to Sosdala, Sweden August 12 - 19th?  For more information contact 

Bonnie at dasselame@yahoo.com or 320-286-2734 

We welcome Anna McCann as our new "IF" coordinator.  Thanks to Vicki Kintop for getting this min-

istry started. 

Please feel free to contact me if you have a women ministry idea you would like to share.  Thanks!   

Denise Doden   denisedoden@gmail.com 

Women Ministries 

 

 

 

 

 

Auction & Lunch 

 

 

 
4 Tickets to 

Casting Crowns 

April 8th – Target Center 

Donated by KTIS 
 

...and much more!! 

Sunday, April 2 

12: 15 p.m. 

First Covenant Church 

This event is a Lake Beauty Bible Camp fundraiser to help our youth offset their costs. 

Math Tutoring  

-Andrea Hanson 

Child Care Services 

-Patti & Dave Fredrickson 



Wanting to connect with others and also deepen your spiritual journey?  

Now is the time to join a small group!  Sign up sheets are posted on 

the bulletin board—a variety of times and days are available.   

Most groups will discuss and expand on the previous Sunday’s sermon. 

Pastor Marc will have Bible verses and questions printed out for us to 

discuss. There is no homework or additional reading associated with 

these groups. Or, join Dave and Patti Fredrickson for a more in depth study of “From This Day For-

ward” (a small group focused on finding joy, passion and strength in a marriage built by God).  

Group size is limited according to host space. (Some group members are continuing from the previ-

ous series.)   Sign up sheets will be posted on the bulletin board on March 5 and 12th—a variety of 

times and days are available.   

If you are interested in hosting a group or have further questions please contact Laura Drewel at 

ldrewel@yahoo.com.   We can’t wait to see you at small group! 

Community Bible Groups ~ March - May 2017 

Faith in Action presents “Christmas with the Kranks” 

March Discovery Kids 
Here is the featured Discovery Hour class of the month... 

 

  

 

 

 
 
 

The second graders have been learning about getting a fresh 

start from God when we confess our sin and allow him to for-

give us.  The rest of the year, they will be studying the ways 

Jesus teaches us to live a new life.   

Annual Sheldon Fundraiser Event 

Featuring movie - Christmas with the Kranks 

Tuesday, April 4 at the T. B. Sheldon Theatre 

Hors D’Oeuvres/Refreshments beginning at 5:30 p.m. 

Program and Movie from 7-9 p.m. 

Give FIA a call at 651-327-2400 for more info 

 

Tax deductible $10 donation from each ticket Faith In Action is a 501( C )3 

 not-for-profit, public corporation 

Tickets $20 –  
Available at FIA office 

Partner churches 
FIA Board  
Members 

At the Door 

mailto:ldrewel@yahoo.com


On behalf of First Covenant Church, River Falls, WI we want to share an 

opportunity with you that you may enjoy and encourage your following of 

Christ. Michael Card will be in River Falls from March 24 –26 for a confer-

ence and concert with a study of “John: The Gospel of Wisdom.” 

Conference:  

Friday, March 24 (7-9 p.m.) and Saturday, March 25 (8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.) 

Concert:  

Sunday, March 26 (7:00 p.m.) 

Costs:  

Conference and Concert $88 

Concert only: $18 

 

Buy tickets and get more info: rfcov.org/michaelcard 

Michael Card visits First Covenant River Falls, WI 

First Choice Clinic ~ Father Daughter Dance 

New Membership Class  
Are you interested in becoming a member of 

First Covenant Church? Pastor Marc will be 

leading a series of Membership Classes on 

three consecutive Sundays during Discovery 

Hour (9:45 a.m.)  - March 19, March 26, and 

April 2. Please let him know if you plan to at-

tend. 

Friday, March 3, 2017 

6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

$25 a couple (each additional Girl $10) 

 

Cornerstone Community Church  

Banquet Hall 2nd Floor 
Includes dancing, photos by Precious Faith Photography, snacks and more! 

 

Purchase tickets by Feb. 27 online at 

http://buytickets.at/firstchoiceclinic or  

651-267-4357 to reserve your tickets 

Michael Card 

Senior Appreciation Lunch  
Save the Date!! This wonderful event is planned 

for our Seniors  60 years and older (your non-60 

year old spouse is invited too). 

Please mark your calendars for Saturday, April 

8th at 11:30 a.m. in the Family Life Center. 

The entertainment is still being confirmed; it’s a 

act with waiting for. 

“May I have this dance?” 

 

In efforts to honor this special relationship, First Choice Clinic is thrilled to be hosting their 2
nd

  

Annual Father Daughter Dance.  This semi-formal, community wide event, will be geared towards 

girls, ages 3-13 and their father figures.   



It’s time to begin the registration process for Lake Beauty Bible 

Camp 2017!  First graders through senior high youth are invited 

to LBBC this summer to learn what it mean to be truly SET FREE!! 

Galatians 5:1 is our 2017 theme verse; “It is for freedom that 

Christ has set us free.  Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves 

be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.”  Returning campers are 

encouraged to invite a friend. New campers, we invite you to sign up for a life changing experience 

filled with camp activities and spiritual guidance. The weekend family camps (Memorial Day, 4
th

 of 

July, and Labor Day) are a great way to become acquainted with all that Lake Beauty has to offer. 

 Thanks to the generous support of our church family, we will again be able to offer 50% discount off 

the early bird registration fee.  Should you need more financial support, please don’t hesitate to con-

tact any of the committee members below. We will make sure that camp is available to anyone that 

desires to go. 

Transportation costs are INCLUDED in your registration code.  The discount has been adjusted to in-

clude a $20 transportation payment from each camper.  This will cover the transportation to/from 

camp.  Drivers will be reimbursed from our camp fund…camp parents will no longer have to scram-

ble for extra cash to pay the drivers. 

Register online at www.lbbc.com by April 3
th

 to receive the early bird discount ($10 for Frontier 

Kids, $20 for all other campers). 

PLEASE NOTE: The following codes are for those that are attending our church, youth groups, or 

AWANA.  We welcome you to invite others to attend camp with a 50% discount, but there are differ-

ent codes for friends.  Please contact one of the committee members to receive the “Friends 

and Family” code. 

 

*The above sessions are for the Lake Pepin District.  Should you need to attend a different session 

number, contact Christine Snyder and she will get the discount code to you. 

Questions?   Janis Kimball: jlvlk@hotmail.com 651-212-1056 

                     Christine Snyder:  jcaasnyder@hotmail.com   920-905-3491 

                     Coleen Thomas:  gcbthomas@gmail.com  651-376-9808 

Camp Session Who? When? Registration code 

Frontier Kids #2 Completed 1st, 2nd or 3rd  July 6-8 Discount $90.00 

Code: 2017RWFK2 

Trailblazer #2 Completed 3rd, 4th or 5th June 25-29 Discount $160.00 

Code: 2017RWTB2 

Junior High #1 Completed 6th, 7th or 8th June 11-16 Discount $165.00 

Code: 2017RWJH1 

Senior High Completed 9th-12th July 30-Aug 4 Discount $167.50 

Code: 2017RWSH 

Lake Beauty Bible Camp Kids Summer Camp 



3rd Ingrid Olson  

4th Penny Droogsma, Paul Olson and  

            Carol Jennings 

6th Zachary Bowen  

7th Nikki Roschen 

8th Cindy Schoep and Lori Johnson 

10th Rose Larson 

11th Lori Hart 

12th  Verlyn Schoep 

13th Jamie Staples   

14th  Ryan Alpers 

Prayer is a vital part of the life of our church.  In order to help us focus on praying for one another, 

please use our list of birthday friends in each month’s Messenger to pray for them and their families. 

There will be enough names to pray for someone throughout the month.  Let’s make praying for one 

another a means of encouragement to us all! 

Remembering Our Birthday Friends with Prayer 

15th Jody Dodge 

16th Hope Coffey 

20th Millie Mehrkens 

21st Tom Anderson 

24th  Jeff Hanson 

26th Judy Nelson 

27th Pam Peterson 

28th Donna Yecke and Todd Mehrkens 

30th Amanda Downing and Diane Goudy 

31st  Lara Ramthun and Tom Fish 

  

First Covenant Church 

2302 Twin Bluff Road 

Red Wing, MN 55066 

651-388-2385 

www.redwingfirstcov.org 


