
 Following the recent baptisms we celebrated in our services at the 
end of May I was reminded of a family memory with a water theme that 
seemed appropriate to share. 

Some years ago our family had the opportunity to go backpacking on 
the North Country Trail in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula at Pictured Rocks Na-
tional Lakeshore.  Suffice it to say that sites were beautiful and the mosqui-
toes were awful!   

All told we hiked about 19 miles with packs holding food, tents, 
stoves, and clothes.  That included at the time 50 lb, 7 year-old Laura with 
her 10 lb pack!  Amazingly, I don’t think I heard her complain once.  That said, 
she was obviously getting tired on our third day of hiking while walking on 
the beach (to avoid the mosquitoes in the woods!) taking things at her own 
pace at the back of the pack. 

Sarah and I took turns dropping back to walk with her and at one 
point Sarah stopped in order for us to catch up to her.  She had something to 
share. 

“Laura, “she said, “as I’ve been walking I noticed something.  You see 
all these rocks lying on the beach here?” 

Laura already looking down at her feet indicated that she saw them. 

“Notice how when the water washes over the rocks they start to glis-
ten and sparkle.  You can see the reds and greens and whites so much better.  
When the water touches them we get to see the true colors of all these 
rocks. But notice where the line of the water on the sand stops and how the 
rocks on the other side of that line don’t get wet?  They are similar rocks – 
similar shape, color, texture, but they don’t shine or sparkle.  We don’t see 
their true colors.” 

I thought I might know where this was headed.  Impressed at my 
wife’s creativity and motherly prowess at using this potentially aggravating 
moment (walking very slowly at the back of a line of hikers) as a teaching mo-
ment, I looked at Laura to see if she was tracking.  She gave no indication she 
was.  I wondered how Sarah would proceed. 

Undeterred, Sarah continued.  “I was thinking isn’t Jesus kind of like 
the water.  When he comes into our lives and washes over us we begin to 
sparkle and shine.  Sadly, other people – many people just like us – don’t 
know Jesus and don’t let him into their lives and like the dry rocks never 
show their full color.  They don’t shine or glisten like they could if Jesus were 
a part of their lives.”                                                          (cont. on top of page 3) 

Walking on Water 
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Now I need to say that this is the way I heard things.  I’m sure Sarah was much more articulate 
than I’ve described and had more to say at this point.  But I was completely taken by the whole experi-
ence of the three of us holding hands and walking side by side down the beach.  As we did, I walked on 
the top (dry side) of the lake, Laura was in the middle, and Sarah walked so that she stepped periodically 
in the water as we went. 

As she finished, Sarah turned to Laura and asked, “Laura do understand?” 

Looking down at Sarah’s now wet shoes, she responded, “Well yeah.  But mom … you’re stepping 
on Jesus!” 

I think they could’ve heard the laughter at the bridge. 

 My wife’s teaching moment reminded me of God’s words to his people following the giving of the 
Ten Commandments.  From Deuteronomy 6:4-8… 

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your strength.  These commandments that I give you today 
are to be on your hearts.  Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at 
home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 

My daughter’s response reminded me of Jesus quoting Psalm 8:2… 

From the lips of children and infants you, Lord, have called forth your praise. 

Never underestimate the potential of child’s mind to know Jesus or the potential of faithful mother to 
turn a foot-dragging event into a joy-filled belly laugh! 

                   Grace & Peace, 
                         Marc 

Walking on Water (cont.) 

Mission Awareness of the Month— Faith in Action 

James 2:17b, and 18b: Faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. Show me 
your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do.” 
 

Faith in Action’s mission is to enrich area residents lives through faith-based volunteer efforts. Working 
with approximately 250 volunteers, Faith in Action is able to provide services to seniors and others in dis-
tressed circumstances within our community. These services and programs include: local transportation 
and shopping assistance, friendly visiting, respite for caregivers, a family caregiver support group, the 
book house call program, and the Road to Recovery rides for cancer radiation treatment. One of Faith in 
Actions goals is to help people to remain independent as long as possible. The positive interaction that 
volunteers have with those they serve helps to meet that goal. 

WE CAN HELP: As Faith in Action relies on volunteers, there are many opportunities for individuals inter-
ested in volunteering. Our congregations representative for Faith in Action is Marilyn Cook, and she 
would be happy to talk with anyone who has an interest in being a volunteer. Also, Faith in Action pro-
vides services and programs free of charge to Red Wing residents, so donations are always welcome. 



What a silly question, but it popped in my head this week as I looked at our attendance for April.  We av-
eraged 265 worshipers for the 5 Sundays that month.  But wait, Easter Sunday we had 363 people in 
pews!  Why almost 100 more on that Sunday?  Sure many extended family members attended but I 
think a good share came for another reason.  Especially on Easter, there is a deeper desire to Connect 
with God. 

“Connecting with God” is the first sentence in our vision statement.  It is first for a very obvious reason.  
If we don’t put God first in our life nothing else matters.  Whether it was your first time at First Covenant 
or you’ve sat in the same pew for 70 years, we all need to move closer to the Lord every time we wor-
ship, to deepen our personal connection with God. 

Prayer, music, scripture, sermons, rites of baptism and communion all move us closer to God and are key 
parts on worship each Sundays.  That’s why our awesome pastors, musicians, support staff(Sarah), coun-
cil, and 40 some volunteers work to bring us meaningful worship every week.  That’s why FCC will hire 
fantastic worship leader that adds another level of spiritual richness with our Lord. 

So next Sunday don’t just come to mingle with friends and neighbors. Don’t just come to pour gallons of 
cheap coffee down your throat and eat store bought cookies.  Don’t come because you think you 
“should”, or to “get” something out of the sermon.  Come to absorb the prayers.  Come to have the mu-
sic and hymns seep into your soul.  Come to have scripture blow your mind with real truth.  In short, 
come and expect to Connect with God. 

God bless, 

Cory Doden, Church Chair 

Why Do You Worship….Really? 

Library Corner 

The Magnolia Story 

By Chip and Joanna Gaines 

From the first renovation project, they ever tackled together to the project 
that nearly cost them everything, The Magnolia Story offers a peek behind 
the curtain of who Chip and Joanna Gaines are today. This first book also in-
cludes stories and photos from the childhood memories that shaped them 
and the twists and turns that led them to the life they currently share: on 
the farm with their four kids and countless farm animals, and in their ever-expanding roles as entrepre-
neurs, designers, and good neighbors.  

Fans of their popular HGTV show, Fixer Upper, will finally be able to join the Gaines behind the scenes to 
discover what their life together looks like. And though home improvement might be their day job, you'll 
learn how their love of home and family inspired everything that they do. 

 

 

 

Joanna and Chip Gaines 
Stars of “Fixer Upper” HGTV 



Lake Beauty Campers 
Camp season is here!  Please remember these campers in your 
prayers this month: 

Lake Beauty Campers 

June 11-16 

Angelina Carlisle, Justin Carlisle, Preston Carlise, Jonah Deppe, 
Nathan Eix, Hannah Gadient, Marcus Gadient, Josh Hanson, Tyler Hanson, Camille Hart, Tessa Heine-
man, Maggie Keehn, Janis Klein, Casey Larson, Maddie Snyder, Leo Walter, Teagan Walter, Jacob 
Flemke, Isaiah Jensen, Bronson Quast, Kaylee Snider, Soren Toegel, India Weaver, Ezra Weaver. 

June 25-29 

Elisabeth Gadient, Riley Hanson, Jed Heineman, Beatrice Keehn, McKenzie Motz, Bennett Thomas, 
McCoy Walter, Anne Westphall, Cruz Snider, Olivia Gallo, Alexa Schafer, Alexa Schafer, Kalie Tanner,  
Lucille Villaran. 
 
Camp season is underway!  Please consider attending family camp over the 4th of July! You can choose 
to camp or stay in the air conditioned cabins.  Inspiring speakers, activities galore, and great meals make 
this the perfect family getaway.  More information can be found at www.lbbc.com  

Camper Cash 

Here we go again!  We are on our way towards our goal of $150,000 in total receipts.  
When we reach this goal, Econo will provide us a check for $1,000.  Thanks for continuing 
to put your receipts in the Camper cash container in the donation closet or in EconoFoods 
Receipt mailbox. 

Northwest Conference Annual Meeting—Maple Grove 
The 133rd annual Northwest Conference meeting was held on 27-29 April, 2017 at the Maple Grove Cov-
enant Church. Three new church planting agreements were announced: one each in St. Paul, Hudson, 
and Chanhassen.  In addition, a new Church Fellowship Group has been established in Minneapolis 
which is expected to become a church plant this summer. This will bring the total new church plants 
since 2014 to thirteen. Two churches were removed from the roster since the last meeting: Hopkins Em-
maus Road, and Blaine Good Shepherd. 

A NW Conference budget of $1.566M was approved for the 2017-2018 cycle, which constitutes a 1.8% 
increase over the current year. A budget of $13.2M was approved for Minnehaha Academy, with provi-
sion for an increase of approximately $400K if enrollment increases.  Jim Volling was elected to another 
one-year term as Chairman of the NWC Board. A full report is available in the church office. 

The 2018 conference will be held at the Buffalo Covenant Church on the 26 - 28 April, 2018. 

Jim and Judie Maybach 



Notes of Thanks 
Dear Friends at First Covenant,  
Char and I have been and are very thankful for all your cards and gifts these past months. Your partner-
ship in faith makes it so much easier to rest in God’s love, grace, wisdom, and power. We love sharing 
faith and joy with you.   

~Mike Hayes 
 
Dear First Covenant,  
Thankyou for your generous donation of welcome bags to Hope Coalition Haven of Hope. It’s though the 
generosity of people like you that we’ve been able to meet Hope’s mission. Your donation brightened 
the days of shelter clients.  

~Hope Coalition Staff and Clients 

Covenant Trust 
Covenant Trust Company is focused on improving the financial health of our clients so that they have the 

freedom to give charitably to the ministries that are close to their hearts. We know that many people 

dream of making an impact on their communities with their donations but often find themselves ham-

strung by their finances. But if you have the desire to give, we can help make it possible. Our mission is 

to help clients establish financial security for themselves and their family and provide creative charitable 

strategies for anyone with the intent to donate any amount to a ministry. 

While we understand that many people dream of making large donations, we know that gifts of all sizes 

matter and contribute to a ministry’s mission: big or small, every gift is significant. Thanks to the gener-

osity of our clients, Covenant Trust Company has distributed over $220 million dollars to the ministries 

of the Evangelical Covenant Church, and over 30% of all future gifts have been designated for local 

churches and ministries. These gifts are made in a variety of ways: for example, through endowments, 

IRAs, trusts, or wills. By offering members of the Evangelical Covenant Church several financial services 

and charitable options, we empower giving in people who may not have thought it was possible. 

Together, our clients have donated millions of meaningful dollars that impact not only churches and 

ministries but the generations of families that they serve and will serve in the future. At Covenant Trust 

Company, we have seen and experienced that God does not require people to be wealthy, only willing, 

and it is an honor to work with the willing to propel the mission of churches and ministries of the Evan-

gelical Covenant Church forward.             

  Steve Allison   
Financial Services Rep   

218-297-7701  
   



May 2017 ~ What a month of God’s amazing GRACE! 
Confirmation Sunday—May 7, 2017 

This year 12 confirmands were confirmed. Ezra Anderson, Angelina Carlisle, Hannah Beaulieu, Katie 
Beaulieu, Krisztian Draper, Hannah Gadient, Logan Gardzinski, Tyler Hanson, Camille Hart, Tessa Heine-
man, Chloe Struss, and Leo Walter.  

Walk for Water—May 20, 2017 

Rain couldn’t stop the walkers who walked from the church to the home of the Alpers on Bevans Circle. 
They walked to explore the issues of those in the world who have to walk along way to have access to 
clean water. The water collected was then poured into the baptismal pool. Over $1800 was raised for 
Covenant World Relief for Project Blue by our Discovery Hour Kids.  



May 2017 ~ What a month of God’s amazing GRACE! 

Parking Lot Resurfacing 

The parking lot resurfacing starting May 8th after a few delays it was completed on May 18th. The draw-
ing of the parking lines will be done soon, we want to get it right and are asking an expert to come up 
with the locations for the lines. 

Baptism Sunday and Graduation Sending Sunday—May 21, 2017 

During the Service of Baptism, eleven believers took the significant step of faith and were baptized into 
the family of God. We also recognized nine from our congregation who graduated from high school and 
college.  

Psalm 100 
Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth. Worship the LORD with gladness; come before him with joyful songs. 
Know that the LORD is God. It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his name. For the 
LORD is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues through all generations.  

Photos taken by Jim Nelson and Michael Bechtold 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vacation Bible School 2017 

Welcome to Narnia 
 

Enter into God’s Word with Narnia 2017 

Location: First Covenant Church, 2302 Twin Bluff Rd. 

The adventure will last: Monday-Friday, July 31 - August 4, 2017 

Celebration goes from:  9 a.m. - noon 

For children from ages:  Entering K - Completing 5th Grade 

 

Online registration:                                                  

  www.redwingfirstcov.org 

For more information, call: 

Lori Hart 651-385-0835  

Suzie Kline 651-764-0924 

Sarah Benidt-Grave 651-388-2385 

 

The Animals speak, the trees move, and Aslan is on the move! You are going 
to want to join Peter, Susan and the younger children as they adventure 

through this exciting land. 



A heartfelt THANKS to all our dedicated servants of God!  These folks have shared their time and talents this 
past year during discovery hour, community bible groups, confirmation, AWANA, and maintaining our librar-
ies and Lake Beauty program.  We celebrate YOU and your servant hearts!  If we have inadvertently missed 
someone, please accept our apologies and know that our church family has been blessed and thankful for 
your time!  Well done, good and faithful servants!! 

First Covenant Church “Coffee with the Council” 

You’re invited!  Join the church council on 6 Sundays between services this summer for coffee and con-
versation.  We’ll start out with a topic of interest then let the conversation and questions flow from 
there.  Hope you can join us! 

· June 11 – Connect to God: Opportunity to talk about our worship leader search, quarterly prayer 
events, etc. 

· June 25 – Connect to One Another:  Discuss small groups, bible studies, HELP teams, etc. 
· July 9 – Connect to the World: Cover missions, middle school program, other community out-

reach. 
· July 23- Budget & Building update 
· August 6 – Christian Formation and Volunteers  
· August 20 – Let’s get ready for Fall! 

 

Christian Formation says...Thank You! 



Prayer is a vital part of the life of our church.  In order to help us focus on praying for one another, 
please use our list of birthday friends in each month’s Messenger to pray for them and their fami-
lies. There will be enough names to pray for someone throughout the month.  Let’s make praying 

for one another a means of encouragement to us all! 

Remembering Our Birthday Friends with Prayer 

 

First Covenant Church 

2302 Twin Bluff Road 

Red Wing, MN 55066 

651-388-2385 

www.redwingfirstcov.org 

1st Glen Mehrkens, Gail Devery  

 and Louise Erickson 

2nd Leanne Sikkink and Don Overlander 

3rd BJ Danielson 

6th Barb Rutschow 

7th Steve Carlson, Marjean Johnson, Roger 

 Johnson and Sarah Eix 

8th Trent Van Loon 

9th JoAnn Dammann  

11th Lynn Sibert 

12th Amy Van Loon 

18th Jim Larson 

21st Ruth Resel 

22nd Dianne Mehrkens 

23rd Don Hoffman and Ken Sherrard 

24th Heather Gadient  

25th Brad Kimball, Judie Maybach, Tom Loquai, 

 and Ed Watzl 

26th Lauren Buck 

27th Jerry Kline  

29th Bev Sander 
 

 


