
All for One and One for All 
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 I had a great childhood growing up on an Iowa farm in the 60’s and 70’s.  
While we had a very solid family life our involvement in church was sporadic at 
best.  To be honest my dad thought Sunday was just another work day on the 
farm and going to church would be time he could be putting up hay, cultivating 
corn or fixing fence.  As such, my Mom would do her best to get my sister and I 
“some religion”.  She would make us watch one of the televangelists on Sunday 
morning usually Rex Humbard, Oral Roberts and later on Robert Schuller at the 
fabulous Crystal Cathedral in sunny California.   

 While these TV preachers and their slick theatrics had some influence on 
me it always seemed a bit hollow.  Something was missing… Fast forward many 
years later when we joined First Covenant when I witnessed worshipping and 
serving together was a tangible and satisfying Christian life.  In short, the second 
sentence in our vision state - CONNECTING TO ONE ANOTHER – became real to 
me.   

 At FCC we have many opportunities to connect to one another.  Small 
group sessions, HELP Teams, serving through Awana, decorating teams, building 
and grounds crews, Women Ministries, Man Camp, softball and many other 
groups that joyfully meet, work and play for the Lord’s glory.  Through these 
groups we get to see God’s work through the eyes and hands of others in the 
group.  We build trusting relationships that: 

· Foster the work of our church and the Church 

· Brings us closer to the Lord through the life of others 

· And most importantly - honor God. 

 In closing, First Covenant is joyful and vibrant because we “turn the TV 
off” and truly Connect to One Another, and God, every week.  Please continue to 
experience God by blessing each other and praising the Lord through your con-
nection with friends at FCC.   

“Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three 
strands is not quickly broken.” Ecclesiastes 4:12 

 

God bless, 

Cory Doden, 

Church Chair 

  



Middle & High School 

Extended Calendar 

July 9 > Connect Night @ New River (6-8pm) 

July 13-16 > High School Road Trip 

July 23 > Nerf Wars @ FCC (6-9pm) 

July 30 > Ultimate Frisbee @ FCC (6-8pm) 

July 30-Aug 4 > Senior High Camp @ LBBC 

Aug 3-5 > Middle School MUUUCE Trip 

Aug 6 > Connect Night @ New River (6-8pm) 

Aug 13 > Swimming @ Klein’s House (4-8pm) 

Aug 20 > Church Picnic (11:45am) 

STUDENT MINISTRIES 

I remember that moment, sitting in the 
doctor’s office for the ultrasound, and the 
doctor said, “Looks like you’re going to 
have a girl.” And the first thought I had was, 
“Uh oh!” I played in my head what having a 
daughter meant: protecting her from boys, 
learning to relate to her, dealing with the 
extra estrogen that would be in the house, 
trying to raise her to be a great young lady 
who loves the Lord, and did I mention 
protecting her from boys? But the second I 
held Annika in my arms, I knew I wanted to 
be the best dad I could be. And this was 
once again reaffirmed when Molly was 
born!  

 

A friend of mine recommended I check out 
this book “Strong Fathers, Strong 
Daughters” by Dr. Meg Meeker. Meeker 
uses her education, experience, and many 
stories to encourage and give advice to 
being a strong father that influences his 

daughter well. Needless to say, I have 
already highlighted a majority of the book! 

  

“From your daughter’s perspective, it is 
never too late to strengthen her relationship 
with you. So be bold. Your daughter wants 
guidance and support; she wants and 
needs a strong bond with you. And, as all 
successful fathers know, you need a strong 
bond with her.”  -- Meg Meeker, Page 6. 

  

Also available is the book “Strong Mothers, 
Strong Sons” by Dr. Meg Meeker! You can 
purchase them from your favorite online 
book store! Check out the book and let this 
summer be an opportunity to build a 
stronger relationship with your children! 

Parents - Summer Recommended Reading  

By Mike Bechtold 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000X16PVE/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?ie=UTF8&btkr=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000X16PVE/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?ie=UTF8&btkr=1
https://www.amazon.com/Strong-Mothers-Sons-Lessons-Extraordinary-ebook/dp/B00G1IYIQM/ref=pd_sim_351_5?ie=UTF8&dpID=51eMkLp7pFL&dpSrc=sims&preST=_OU01_AC_UL320_SR208%2C320_&refRID=DVZSJC085KC15RHFDVQD
https://www.amazon.com/Strong-Mothers-Sons-Lessons-Extraordinary-ebook/dp/B00G1IYIQM/ref=pd_sim_351_5?ie=UTF8&dpID=51eMkLp7pFL&dpSrc=sims&preST=_OU01_AC_UL320_SR208%2C320_&refRID=DVZSJC085KC15RHFDVQD


Lake Beauty Bible Camp  
Camp season is in full swing! Please remember these camp-
ers in your prayers this month: 

July 6-8 

Trevor Deppe, Seth Malyon, Samuel Westphall 

July 9-14 

Alyssa Malyon, Ellie Guse, Sammantha Kriese, Tori Senty, 
Kayla Shelstad 

July 16-20 

Kendra Carlisle, Anna Deppe, Laura Eix, Lydia Mason, Liviah Quast 

July 30-Aug 4 

Becca Alpers, Emily Eix, Krista Larson, Amber Snyder, Regan O'Connor 

 

Consider attending family camp over the Labor Day weekend. You could camp or stay in the air the air-
conditioned cabins.  More information can be found at www.lbbc.com 

Covenant Trust 

Usually when we discuss financial legacies, we talk about money, property, and other types of assets that 
we can pass down to others. But a financial legacy can be about more than assets; financial wisdom can 
be a type of legacy that makes just as big of an impact on your family as money. Modeling positive finan-
cial behavior and promoting financial literacy can help future generations manage their own money so 
that they can save for retirement, give as they feel called to give, and achieve the rest of their financial 
goals. 

Perhaps the best wisdom to share with your family is the wisdom you gained from experience. Everyone 
has a financial story. What’s yours? Sharing and reflecting on your story can teach others a lot about 
money: the value of setting goals and budgeting; the importance of saving for retirement and living with-
in your means; the benefit of saving and investing early and often. Success stories are good but even 
your missteps are worth sharing: your family can learn the same lessons you learned without making the 
same mistakes. 

Additionally, if charitable giving is important to you, talk to your family about who you donate to and 
why. For example, do you give to First Covenant Church or some other Covenant ministry? If so, share 
what the ministry does and why you choose to support their mission. You may find that your family is 
interested in supporting the ministry too. Also discuss how you give – regular tithing or a gift in your es-
tate plans for example – and why you give that way. This can help your family determine the best way 
for them to donate to First Covenant Church and other ministries. 

Covenant Trust Company can support you and your family in these conversations. We have plenty of fi-
nancial literacy resources that you can share with your family, and we also hold free seminars at Cove-
nant Retirement Community campuses, Covenant churches, Covenant camps, and other Covenant minis-
tries.  



July’s Mission of the Month is the Gideons, a worldwide organization dedicated to the placement of cop-
ies of the Bible in hotels, motels, hospitals, nursing homes, high school and college campuses, prisons 
and jails and other venues throughout the world. 
 

In operation for more than 100 years, the Gideons distribute copies of the Word of God in 90 languages, 
in nearly 200 countries around the globe. More than 2 billion copies of Scripture have been distributed 
by the Gideons in their history, with about 85 million copies handed out last year alone. 
  
Operating funds for the Gideons – including the printing and distribution of scripture – primarily come 
from two sources: 
  

· The annual dues and monthly offering provided by the Gideons themselves 
· Free will offerings from churches in which Gideons make presentations 

  
The Gideons are recognized by charitable giving watchdogs as being particularly efficient with donations. 
In Fiscal Year 2016, the Gideons International raised a little more than $128 million, and of that amount, 
more than $100 million was spent directly on the printing and distribution of Scripture. The organiza-
tion’s financial statements are available online at www.gideons.org. 
  
There are about 300,000 Gideons across the world, divided into about 11,000 small local groups known 
as “camps.” In our area, the Goodhue County Camp distributes Bibles and Testaments. Over the years, 
several members of the First Covenant family have been active in the Gideons, and Tim Droogsma is cur-
rently in his 10th year with the Gideons. 
 
Gideons Bibles and Testaments have been responsible for helping millions of people around the world 
come to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. Chances are that you know someone who has been impact-
ed by a Gideons Bible placement. Thank you for your support of the Gideons as the July Mission of the 
Month. 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.” Psalm 119:105 

Mission Committee  

Women Ministries—Baby Shower and Fall Retreat 
Our Women Ministries group will be hosting a baby shower for Anna and Molly Bechtold on Wednesday, 
July 26th at 6:30 p.m.  All women of First Covenant are invited to join in celebrating God's gift of little 
Molly to the Bechtold family. 
 
The conference fall retreat will be at Lake Beauty on September 22nd and 23rd.  Watch for further infor-
mation on the bulletin board. 
 
If you have an idea that you feel would benefit the women of First Covenant Church please contact me. 
Denise Doden     denisedoden@gmail.com     388-7866 



Library Corner 
New in First Covenant Library….Updated and expanded edition of “The Case for Christ”. 

A seasoned journalist chases down the biggest story in history...Is there credible evidence that Jesus of 
Nazareth really is the Son of God? 

Retracing his own spiritual journey from atheism to faith, Lee Strobel, former legal editor of the Chicago 
Tribune, cross-examines a dozen experts who are recognized authorities in their fields of history, archae-
ology, and manuscript studies. Strobel challenges them with questions like, How reliable is the New Tes-
tament? Does evidence for Jesus exist outside the Bible? Is there any reason to believe the resurrection 
was an actual event? 

Strobel’s tough point-blank questions make this bestselling book read like a captivating, fast-paced nov-
el. But it’s not fiction. It’s a riveting quest for the truth about history’s most compelling figure. 

What will your verdict be in The Case for Christ? 

Lee Strobel is also the best-selling author of The Case for Faith, The Case For a Creator, and The Case For 
Grace. 

In addition, a compelling movie, released in April 2017, was based on the book, The Case For Christ. 

Nancy Kramp 

Vacation Bible School 2017 

“Welcome to Narnia” is this year’s Vacation Bible 

School theme, to be held July 31 - August 4 from 9 

a.m. to 12 p.m. for children entering kindergarten 

through 6th grade. 

 To register, call Lori Hart (651) 385-0835, Suzie Kline 

(651) 764-0924, or Sarah Benidt-Grave (651) 388-

2385. 

Housing is needed for the VBS staff. If you are willing 

to open up your home for VBS, please contact Suzie 

Kline.   
Online registration:  
sign up online at: www.redwingfirstcov.org 

First Covenant Church is hosting another American Red Cross Blood Drive on Tuesday, July 25 from noon 
to 6:00 p.m. To schedule a time to give blood 
you can access the scheduling account at  

www.redcrossblood.org/account-login. 

American Red Cross Blood Drive 

Welcome to Narnia 

http://www.redcrossblood.org/account-login


Welcome Team Meeting 
Welcome Team Meeting at First Covenant on Monday, July 10th at 6:00 p.m. 

We are in the process of forming a Welcome Team at First Covenant.  This team will meet a few times 
this summer.   We will discuss ideas about creating a welcoming environment for our visitors, providing 
them with news and information about First Covenant, and following up with them to answer any ques-
tions.  The meeting will include some new greeter ideas for Sunday mornings and we will schedule a 
greeter training before fall. 

We will also look at the new member process and possibly add a new spiritual gift inventory for both cur-
rent and new members. 

If you have any interest in being part of this team, please let me know.   

Thank you for your consideration! 

Jim Larson 

Jblarson1@charter.net 

651-380-3292 

 

mailto:Jblarson1@charter.net


1st Hazel Larson and Julie Trok 

3rd Derek Alpers 

4th Linda Anderson and Fred Klenke 

6th Melissa Zenzen  

9th Denny Yecke and Mike Bechtold 

12th Paul Resel 

13th    Emmy Sherrard 

15th Sarah Benidt-Grave and Indeah Yockey 

18th  Matt Kline and Richie Lockwood 

19th Bruce Eckblad and Leah Ryan 

21st Carole Daggett 

24th Dan Gronvall and Harland Schultz 

25th Janine Mason 

26th Dori Svihl and Leanne Overlander 

27th Beth Schulthess  

28th Joanie Heineman  

29th Arlene Freewalt, Angelina Carlisle, Camille 

             Hart, and Susan Gronvall 

Prayer is a vital part of the life of our church.  In order to help us focus on praying for one another, please use 
our list of birthday friends in each month’s Messenger to pray for them and their families. There will be 

enough names to pray for someone throughout the month.  Let’s make praying for one another a means of 
encouragement to us all! 

 

Remembering Our Birthday Friends with Prayer 

First Covenant Church 

2302 Twin Bluff Road 

Red Wing, MN 55066 

651-388-2385 

www.redwingfirstcov.org 


