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August 2017 

 Throughout the summer months we have spent some time on Sunday 
mornings talking about our “Life Together” as a church.  That has led to dis-
cussions about membership, worship, evangelism, baptism, and serving.  
Those are what you might call internal discussions for those already part of a 
group.  But it has gotten me thinking … it seems as I read the Bible that the 
Church is less about a place and more of a movement.  We are a people with 
a mission.  So how does that affect how we think about ourselves and what 
we involve ourselves in as a congregation? 

Several years ago a friend asked me an interesting question: “Is the 
church for Christians or non-Christians?”  I told him that I understood his 
question but maybe it’s not about whom we’re for but what we are.  We are 
the church.  My friend’s question is often asked in the context of whom a 
church is attracting to its building.  It usually seeks to answer other questions 
of how to tailor worship services, develop outreach events, and define 
growth ministries.  It assumes that church is series of events:  worship, small 
groups, fellowship, etc.  However, when we consider that we are the church 
our purpose becomes much more about how we act in the world, how we 
embody the faith we proclaim, how we live like Jesus.  This is a different way 
of looking at the church and it effects how we spend our time and resources. 

 Programs and services do not change people’s lives, Jesus does.  If we 
want friends, family, co-workers, and neighbors to come to know Jesus, we – 
the church – are going to have to bring Jesus to them.  We can no longer rely 
on simply being attractive enough to others living far from God.  As Neil Cole 
says in his book Organic Church we’ve got to see “every Christian as a church 
planter, every home as a church, and every church building as a training cen-
ter.”  For us, that means not just practicing church during weekly events, but 
actually being the church in all we say, do, and think. 

 Jesus described the Kingdom of God as being like yeast that is worked 
throughout the dough and good seed that is sowed among the weeds (Mat. 
13:24-34).  As ambassadors of the kingdom we are to affect the culture 
around us for good.  This is messy business!  It involves participating in the 
lives of those who have baggage, those who may try to bring us down, and 
those who will disappoint and frustrate us to no end.  It may even mean 
getting lumped in with the “dough” itself. 

For me, being the church brings up questions like:  with whom should I 
be sharing meals?, how do I start spiritual conversations?, what needs do my 
neighbors have that I can meet?, how can I show grace not just to nice church 
folk, but to those I don’t like as well?, how do I conduct business in a way that 
glorifies God?, how is my life in all its expressions different from any other 
“good” person?                                                                        (cont. bottom page 3) 





Awana  - Help Wanted 
As always we need many listeners, but we would like to have more Co-Leaders to provide more flexibil-
ity to all of our Leaders.  Please consider stepping up in one of these roles to serve the Lord!  We will 
provide training and you will be working alongside another person. 

 

1. T&T (3rd-5th grade) and  Sparks (K)  Co- Leader 

2. Commander Co-Leader 

3. Wednesday Suppers- Cooks, Servers, and Gym Cleaners 

4. Co Leader-Weekly Council time message to 2 groups. 

5. Awana Listeners- See below   
 

We need Caring Christian Adults and/or High School students to share Wednesday nights with children 
by listening to them say bible scripture, play games, and mentor. 

Qualifications include: 1.) To know Christ as your personal Savior.   2.)  Ability to listen to children.  3.) 
Ability to initial and sign each section of the handbook they pass. 

We have 3 groups- Preschool (Cubbies), Kind- 2nd grade (Sparks), and 3rd- 5th grade (T&T).  We usually 
have each listener stay with one group each night.  This year we may have some designated "Dual Lis-
teners" for both Sparks and T&T.  Our training dates are listed under Awana Upcoming Dates to Remem-
ber.  We will have a strongly recommended local training at First Covenant for new and old leaders.  

We realize that you may not be able to attend all Wednesday nights throughout the year, but we hope 
that you could attend most of them, to be consistent with the same group of 2-4 kids.  You have the op-
portunity to spend 30 minutes, 1 hour, or 1 1/2 hours each evening.  If you can commit to 1 hour a 
week, that would total 23 hours of children's ministry for the whole year.   

Another idea is to share the year with a friend to be a listener.  If you can split the year with someone, 
that would only be around 11 hours! 

We pray that you will consider this opportunity to be a witness to a child! 

We thank God for these kids, our many Awana workers, and for His love that we can share with others 
in his name, Christ Jesus. 

Please talk to Jim with any questions. 

Proverbs 22:6   "Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it."
  

Having done some camping just recently which involved sitting for a significant time around the fire, I was 
struck by the difference between this activity and the wildfires I’ve read about out west.  The campfire is 
an event; a wild fire is a force to be reckoned with.  The church is to be more a force than an event to 
attend.  The church building is a tremendous tool as is worship, small group ministry, Sunday school, and 
the like.  We have been blessed beyond measure!  However, taken together these things will never con-
stitute what it means to be the church.  The world will only be set on fire with the joy of Christ if the 
church gets up from the campfire and lets their lives burn with passion in a culture that desperately 
needs purifying.                                                                                                                                      Grace & Peace,  

Marc 

What is the Church (cont.) 



Lake Beauty Bible Camp 

Awana Dates to Remember 

THANK YOU First Covenant!! 

From the Lake Beauty campers and their parents, we are so 
thankful for you supporting them with prayers, cards, 
letters and financial gifts.  You helped provide 56 campers 
with the opportunity to connect with Christ, and enjoy a 
fun filled week.  THANK YOU for making the Lake Beauty 
experience a reality for these kids! 

 

Labor Day Family Camp  -  September 1-4, 2017 

It's not to late to sign up for Labor Day Family Camp! Family Camp weekends are full of friends, family, 
wonderful guest speakers, a great trained staff to serve you and your children, and an incredible variety 
of fun activities for all ages.  Family Camp at Lake Beauty has become a tradition for hundreds of people 
each year, many with 2 or 3 generations sharing the time together in the campground, cabin or retreat 
center.  From inspiring Chapel worship to cozy evening campfires, here is a time and place to reconnect 
with the ones you love.  We hope to see you this summer at Family Camp!  To sign up, visit 
www.lbbc.com  

 

Women's Retreat Sept 22-24 

 

 
1. September 20th - Wednesday- 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. - First  
 Covenant Leader/Listener meeting in the Sanctuary.   We will 

also break out into each group of T&T, Sparks and Cubbie 
Leaders/Listeners.  All new and experienced leaders are en-
couraged to attend this meeting.   

 
2. September 27 - Wednesday- 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. - Awana Early Registration/Carnival  
      Night-We will have games for all the kids, while the parents register their kids.     
      The kids will be able to see where their rooms will be and have some fun at the   
      carnival!  If you are able to help on this night, let us know. 

 
3. October 4th - Wednesday- 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. - First Night of Awana at First Covenant. 

 

 

http://www.lbbc.com


Library Corner 
Newton and Polly is a new historical fiction book in the library. It’s about John 

Newton and his wife Polly. John meets Polly caroling and is immediately 

smitten and determined to win her affection. An intense connection quickly 

forms between the two but John’s reckless spirit and disregard for the Christian 

life are concerns for the responsible Polly. Polly must choose to either stand by 

his side or walk out of his life forever. Will she forfeit her future for the man she 

loves? Uncover the true story behind a song that continues to stir hearts and 

ignites the faith of millions around the world? Amazing Grace a powerful mov-

ing account of one man’s epic journey from doubt to despair into a world of 

radiant faith. 

Greeting is a very important part of ministry.  The guests coming to our church next Sunday may not un-
derstand all the words they will hear, but the warm and caring actions of our greeting team and mem-
bers will speak loud and clear.  To a person seeking truth and peace, an ounce of kindness is worth a 
pound of preaching.  Christian kindness is a ministry for church greeters who care deeply about people. 
(Bob Adams, “First Impressions Are Everything for Churches”) 
  
Part of First Covenant’s vision statement talks about “CONNECTING TO ONE ANOTHER”.   This includes 
visitors that attend on Sunday mornings.  We want to be more intentional about welcoming them.  We 
held our first welcome team meeting in July and we would like to share this information with our greet-
ers and ushers. 
 
We will hold a brief greeter/usher training on the dates below.  Please attend one of the times 
listed.  Topics include:  greeter/usher duties, new member process, welcome table utilization, and new 
spiritual gift inventory for all members.  
 

August 27th at 9:45 am (before the 10:30 service) 
September 17th at 9:45am (between services) 
 

If you are interested in becoming a greeter or usher, come to the meeting to find out more about these 
very important duties.   If you are unable to make it to one of these meetings, let me know and I will get 
you the information. 

Jim Larson 
Jblarson1@charter.net 

651-380-3292 
 

Our Welcome Team 

mailto:Jblarson1@charter.net


Grief Share 

In May I was humbled by a group of elementary kids. On a rainy Saturday I learned more about missions 

in 4 hours than I learned in the previous 4 years.  I walked with our Discovery hour kids and teachers for 

Project Blue to raise funds and awareness to bring clean, life sustaining water to families in the Congo.  

Our kids walked a mile in a steady drizzle, lugging gallons of water, so kids in the Congo had chance to… 

survive.  In deed our kids raised over $3,400 and lived the last sentence of our vision statement: Connect 

to the World! 

Our mission’s committee, council and congregation must model the enthusiasm and selflessness our ele-

mentary kids. And we do!  In a world with so much pain and suffering there is certainly no shortage of 

need. The unenviable task is deciding which resources go to which mission.  At First Covenant we 

“officially” budgeted $51,900 for Missions of which a good share goes to back missionaries and projects 

outside the United States.  However, that’s only part of the story.  We also support Mission of the Month 

with love offerings including Minnesota Teen Challenge, First Choice Clinic, the Care Clinic and the Gide-

ons to name a few. In addition, many of our congregation volunteer their time and talent to Alaska Chris-

tian College projects.   

As you can see FCC does have a heart for missions – whether you are nine years old or 89 years old.  The 

hard part is deciding where our resources are used in missions. Wait – let me restate that. Deciding and 

applying God’s resources is our prayerful responsibility!  

In closing, I have a small request when you’re finished reading.  Bow your head in prayer and ask the 

Lord how he can use your and FCC’s time, talent and tithes to selflessly Connect to the World.  Our kids 

did that May, let’s you and I do that in August and every month of the year. 

Deuteronomy 15:11 

‘For there will never cease to be poor in the land. Therefore, I command you, ‘You shall open wide your 

hand to your brother, to the needy and to the poor, in your land.’ 

God bless, 

Cory Doden 

Church Chair 

Missions: Local Hearts and Worldly Hands 

GriefShare is a nondenominational seminar/grief support group that will meet at  
First Covenant Church in Red Wing beginning Monday, September 25th from  
7:00-8:30 p.m.   
 

It is facilitated by leaders who have lost loved ones of their own.  For more  
information call Suzy at 507-398-3729, Susan at 651-388-4109 or 
www.griefshare.org. 



Mission of the Month - Operation Christmas Child 
The story of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:30-37) gives a clear 
picture of God’s desire for us to help those in desperate need 
wherever we find them.  After describing how the Samaritan res-
cued a hurting man whom others had passed by, Jesus told his 
hearers, “Go and do likewise.”  For over 40 years, Samaritan’s 
Purse has done its utmost to follow Christ’s command by going 
to the aid of the world’s poor, sick, and suffering.  They are an 
effective means of reaching hurting people in countries around 
the world with food, medicine, and other assistance in the Name 
of Jesus Christ.  This, in turn, earns them a hearing for the Gos-
pel, the Good News of eternal life through Jesus Christ. 

We at 1st Covenant participate with Samaritan’s Purse through Operation Christmas Child.  Each year, 
AWANA children have enjoyed filling shoeboxes, allowing them the privilege of ministering to others.  
Thus year, we would like to extend that blessing to every one of our church families.  On August 20th, 
shoeboxes will be available for every family to take home.  Inside the box will be information about 
items that can be packed, and when the boxes will be collected.  Also, during the church service, an 
offering will be taken for Operation Christmas Child. 

We are grateful to all those in the past who have contributed items and monetary gifts for the shoe-

boxes, and are thankful for our church’s ongoing support of this ministry. 

Do you want to get involved in ministry opportunities but don’t know where to start? Are you interested in 
being the hands and feet of Jesus and are not sure how to connect with current efforts? Are you interested 
in sharing your God-given gifts and talents with others looking for help? If so, please join us for the… 

Fall 2017 Ministry Opportunity Fair! 

When: Sunday, September 10th 

Where: Family Life Center, First Covenant Church 

Time: 9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

Why: The purpose of this event is to help increase awareness within our local body of ministry and volun-
teer opportunities available and to connect interested believers with those opportunities. There will be 
representatives and information promoting the ministries of First Covenant Church and the Red Wing 
community. 

Questions: Contact Tom Zenzen 

“For in Christ Jesus…the only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.” [Galatians 5:6] 

Ministry Fair 



Building and Grounds 
On July 8th, ten individuals helped spread dirt and grass seed around the parking lot. Thank you very 
much for your help on this. John Alpers installed three additional handicap signs on the east side of the 
parking lot near the main entrance. 

Red Wing Construction completed several repairs; fasten courtyard downspout to the wall, correct roof 
leak above the adult education room, checked south steel roof ridge cap, and repair leaking rain gutter 
on east side of new entrance.  Chandler Roofing repaired the roof above the closet off the Friendship 
Room, there was a small leak there.  

Pastor Marc presented an opportunity for people to donate toward the purchase of a boulevard tree for 
the boulevard, four are needed ($125 each). Generous donations came in to cover the cost of these 
trees. Thank you to those who gave to this project. 

A new sign board was made for the August worship service schedule to be put in the sign near the street.  
One thing we need to keep an eye on the freezer in the kitchen, need to ensure that the door is closed 
tight, the seal may be wearing out. 

The gym floor will need to be stripped and waxed this August. This project is scheduled for Wednesday, 
August 30th. The gym will not be open for use for a couple of days. 

The coffee pot on the main floor was reported not working. A service call to Aramark was made. After a 
new unit was installed it turn out to be a water flow issue. Ryan Mechanical is looking in the GPM flow 
rate.  

Paul Resel 





 1st Ardie Sheplee and Marlene Kline 

2nd  Andrea Hanson and Laura Drewel  

3rd Suzie Kline and Ashleigh Overlander 

5th Diane Bowen and Ruth Allen 

6th Charlotte Hayes and Ron Sherman 

7th Brian Larson and John Lu 

8th Lee Sander and Dick Treptow 

12th    Detlef Bordthauser 

13th    Isaac Quiboloy 

16th Barry Back and Emily Eix 

17th Mike Hayes and Krista Larson 

18th Nancy Shoemake Nelson and  Jerry Thomforde 

21st Joyce Quade and Teresa Whitson 

22nd  Clarence Jordahl and Leo Walter 

24th Jerry Nelson 

25th Maggie Shirk 

27th Dale Dugstad and Nancy Wulff 

29th Donna Reisner and Marv Eppard 

30th Dominick Frechette 

31st  Helen Fryer 

Prayer is a vital part of the life of our church.  In order to help us focus on praying for one another, please use 
our list of birthday friends in each month’s Messenger to pray for them and their families. There will be 

enough names to pray for someone throughout the month.  Let’s make praying for one another a means of 
encouragement to us all! 

 

Remembering Our Birthday Friends with Prayer 

First Covenant Church 

2302 Twin Bluff Road 

Red Wing, MN 55066 

651-388-2385 

www.redwingfirstcov.org 

Sunday morning worship  

Sundays August 6 - September 3, 2017 

10:30 a.m. (only) 


